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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 3 February it was
£272.10 and standing
orders were £623.00. With
thanks, the Finance
Committee.

L O URDE S – 11 F E BRU ARY

Located in the Pyrenees Mountains region of France, Lourdes is the home of one of the most important shrines in the
Catholic faith: the Grotto of Massabielle. Approximately five million pilgrims, of whom a great
number are sick or handicapped, come to Lourdes each year. It may be through curiosity,
through a desire for a physical cure, in a movement towards belief, or to be of service to those
who suffer, that they come to drink the water from the holy spring.
This region of France was a strategic stronghold during medieval times. Situated at the foot of
the Pyrenees, the medieval castle of Lourdes provided protection against foreign forces.
During the Hundred Years War, the French captured this region from the English in 1406, after
an eighteen-month siege. The castle was used as a state prison from the reign of Louis XIV
(1643-1715) until the beginning of the 19th century. It was in 1858 when Lourdes' importance
as a military and state stronghold ended, and its spiritual importance began.
Between 11 February and 26 July 1858, Bernadette Soubirous, a 14-year-old peasant girl, experienced eighteen
apparitions of the Virgin Mary in the nearby Massabielle grotto. During the ninth vision, an underground spring with
healing powers was revealed. The Holy See recognises sixty-seven miracles attributable to the water that flows from
it.
During the eighteen apparitions, the Virgin Mary spoke to Bernadette suggesting that we come to Lourdes. The
response of millions of us to that invitation is made in Lourdes each year, a world centre of pilgrimage and a special
place of meeting between God and people.
http://ilourdes.com/History.htm

Readers and Eucharistic Ministers
Mass
st

1 Reading
nd
2 Reading
Eucharistic
Minister
Eucharistic
Minister
Driver

This Sunday,
10 February
Ann Leatherland
Siobhan Campbell
Don Perrett
Ros Penn
C./J. Gallagher

Next Sunday,
17 February
Alison Braniff
Noelette Hanley
Jane Crow
Clare Bevan
Louis Chadwick

Mass Times at Sacred Heart
Private Intentions and
Intentions of Judith Latham

Sunday

10 February

9.00 am

Tuesday

12 February

9.30 am Service of the Word and Communion

Wednesday

13 February

9.30 am Service of the Word and Communion

Friday

15 February 10.00 am Service of the Word and Communion

C IRCLE OF PRAYER FOR FEBRUARY
R ACIAL JUSTICE
O God, we pray for all those in our
world who are suffering from
injustice, who are discriminated
against because of their race, colour
or religion. We pray for a more just
society where the dignity of every
individual is recognised and valued.
Amen.

Pope Francis suggests that for February we have one less meat
meal each week.
FEAST OF SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS
14 FEBRUARY
In 862, missionary brothers Cyril and
Methodius were
sent by the
Byzantine emperor,
at the behest of a
Moravian prince, to
explain to the
Moravians the truths
of the Christian
religion in their
native tongue. In
869, upon witnessing the success of the
brothers in spreading the Gospel, Pope
Adrian II sanctioned their mission and
approved the use of the Slavonic
language in the Holy Liturgy. Cyril is
credited with translating Holy Scripture
into the Slavic tongue, and the Cyrillic
alphabet generally attributed to him is
more likely the outcome of his work on
the Golgolithic alphabet, upon which the
current Cyrillic alphabet is based.

In Mark's Gospel the call or the first
disciples is a simple story in which, on
the command of
Jesus, they left
their fishing nets
and followed
him. In Luke, the
same purpose is
achieved but
the story is more
complicated. Jesus used
Simon's boat in order to teach the
crowds. When he had finished, he told
Simon to go into deeper waters and let
down his nets. Reluctantly, Simon did
so and immediately the nets were full of
fish. Simon, realising that Jesus was
someone special, fell at his feet and
asked Jesus to leave him alone. Being
told not to be afraid, Simon, James and
John were informed that from now on,
they would be catching people.

Saints Cyril and Methodius are
honoured by the Church’s official title,
Equals to the Apostles. In 1880 Pope
Leo XIII extended the veneration of Cyril
and Methodius to the entire Catholic
Church. Pope St John Paul II, himself of
Slavic descent, proclaimed Cyril and
Methodius ‘Co-patrons of Europe’ in
1980.

There are one or two problems with the
story.

Adapted from http://www.sscyrilmethodius.org

Simon felt sinful. This can only be
explained as a feeling of
unworthiness in the presence of one
who had just performed a miracle.
Simon calls Jesus ‘Lord’. This is
impossible at this time as the title
was not used or Jesus until after the
resurrection.
The fisherman is referred to as
‘Simon Peter’. The nickname
‘Peter’, meaning ‘rock’ was not
given to Simon until later.

Our Lenten Conversation will be
held for five consecative Tuesdays
starting on Tuesday 5 March at 7.45
pm.
More information soon
Our diocesan pilgrimage to
Walsingham is on Saturday 8 June.
We intend to share the coach again
this year with Sacred Heart,
Leighton Buzzard.
Our Parish Retreat will be held on
Saturday 15 September. Numbers
for this will be limited.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
suz_yates@btinternet.com

One explanation that answers all these
difficulties is that Luke is using a story
out of context. In John's Gospel there is
a similar story, but it takes place after
the resurrection. If that is its true setting,
and Luke has changed its setting, then
the problems are removed. Simon had
become Peter the ‘rock’; he can call
Jesus ‘Lord’ and he had a deep sense
of sin because of his denial of Jesus at
the time of his arrest.
This calling of disciples still happens
today. This is what the word ‘vocation’
means. Sometimes the word is used in
the narrow sense of being called to the
priesthood or religious life, but it is
essential to realise that all Christians
have the vocation simply to follow Jesus
in whatever they do in life.
Adapted from The Word of God, Year B
Mark’s Gospel by Robin Cooper

I NFORM ATION
CONFESSION
Confession will be at 8.40 am on
Sundays and at 9.45 am on Fridays.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer on
01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
CARDS, GIFTS, etc.
Are available for sale in Sacred Heart
church after Mass. All are priced.
Please put money in the repository box
at the back of the church.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates at
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit or requires Holy
Communion at home.

861
949
LITTLE ’UNS
Meet every Friday 10.30 am to 11.45
am in term time, in the church hall.
This is a group for babies and preschoolers. For further information
please contact Deacon Philip at
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, contact Suzanne
Yates who will arrange for Fr. John or
another local priest to say a Mass.

Everyone is welcome to
come for tea and coffee
after Sunday Mass.
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Monday 18
February. We meet
fortnightly to pray for our
children and have had many
answers to our prayers. Ring Sue
Barley on 01525 634186 for details.
The sewing group will meet on
11 February from 2.00 pm till
4.00 pm. For information
contact Clare Bevan 01525 403 589.

This group will meet again on
20 February. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

