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F E AST

OF

BISHOP PETER’S CHAIR

S T P E TE R ’ S C HAIR – 22 F E BRUARY

This feast celebrates St Peter, the rock upon whom Jesus built the Church. ‘You are Peter,’
Jesus said, ‘and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
the netherworld shall not prevail against it’ (Mt 16:18).
The early Church in Rome was in the custom of marking the date that
Peter arrived to publicly lead their community. Each year on this date,
they dedicated the empty chair Peter sat on when he presided over the
community in prayer. He used to sit in the chair to receive newly
converted Christians who had been baptised. Still dripping wet, they
would come to him in this chair to be anointed and confirmed.
Twenty-second February was chosen to coincide with what was
understood as the anniversary of the day on which Jesus entrusted the Church to Peter
with the words from Matthew’s Gospel, above. The actual chair of this feast was lost long
ago in one of the several invasions and plundering of Rome.
Reflection
Like the committee chair, this chair refers to the occupant, not the furniture. Its first
occupant stumbled a bit, denying Jesus three times and hesitating to welcome gentiles into
the new Church. Some of its later occupants have also stumbled a bit, sometimes even
failed scandalously. As individuals, we may sometimes think a particular pope has let us
down. Still, the office endures as a sign of the long tradition we cherish and as a focus for
the universal Church.
On this feast of the Chair of St Peter, let us pray for Pope Francis and for the Church!
Adapted from http://www.newmanconnection.com
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Driver

This Sunday,
17 February
Alison Braniff
Noelette Hanley
Jane Crow
Clare Bevan
Louis Chadwick

Next Sunday,
24 February
Brendan Spillane
Catherine Davies
Anne Gadsden
Nicky Paterson
William Doyle

Cathedra is the Latin word
for a chair with armrests,
and it appears in early
Christian literature in the
phrase cathedrae
apostolorum, indicating
authority derived directly
from the apostles.
A church into
which a
bishop's official
cathedra is
installed is
called a
cathedral.
Bishop Peter’s
chair has the
diocesan coat of arms at the
top, and the apostles with
the symbol of the Holy Spirit
above their heads.

Dates for the Diary
We are having an Eve of St Patrick's Day celebration in the Canon
Denis room on Saturday 16 March at 7.00 pm. Music, Cheese and
Wine, Raffle. Proceeds go to Refugees Welcome Milton Keynes.
The Parish Retreat will be held on Saturday, 14 September (not
15 as in last week’s newsletter). Places limited.

Mass Times at Sacred Heart
Mr Stanislav Wielowgokski, Recently Deceased, RIP
and Mr and Mrs Biernacki, RIP

Sunday

17 February

9.00 am

Tuesday

19 February

9.30 am Service of the Word and Communion

Wednesday

20 February

9.30 am Service of the Word and Communion

Friday

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 10 February it was
£319.70 and standing
orders were £623.00. The
second collection was
£149.90.

22 February 10.00 am Service of the Word and Communion

C IRCLE OF PRAYER FOR FEBRUARY
R ACIAL JUSTICE
O God, we pray for all those in our
world who are suffering from
injustice, who are discriminated
against because of their race, colour
or religion. We pray for a more just
society where the dignity of every
individual is recognised and valued.
Amen.

Pope Francis suggests that for February we have one less meat
meal each week.
FEAST OF SAINT PETER DAMIAN – 22 FEBRUARY
The medieval Italian bishop St Peter Damian
(1007-1072) was born in Ravenna, where his
parents died when he
was still young. Peter
was first left with an older
brother, who was very
unkind and neglectful;
later another brother
cared for him, and
arranged for him to be
well educated. Peter
became a professor, and
in 1035 he joined the Benedictine Order.
Peter soon gained a reputation for being
generous to the poor; it was his custom to invite
one or two poor persons to share his meals. In
the monastery Peter practiced severe penances,
going long periods without food or sleep and
spending hours in prayer.
Eventually Peter became abbot of the monastery
and devoted himself to fostering spiritual reform
and renewal. The pope frequently asked him to
mediate in disputes involving different
monasteries or disagreements between local
religious and government officials. Peter was
then appointed bishop of Ostia (the port city of
Rome), where he was vigorous in his efforts at
reform; he restored discipline among his clergy
and promoted a simpler, more spiritual lifestyle
for his people.
He wrote many letters and sermons, but
throughout this period he desired to return to the
monastic life. This request was finally granted,
but he was still called to serve as a papal legate
from time to time. After returning from one such
assignment, Peter was overcome by a fever.
With his monks gathered around him in prayer,
St Peter Damian died on 22 February 1072 and
was immediately acclaimed as a saint; in 1828
he was declared a Doctor (an eminent and
reliable teacher) of the Church.
Adapted from https://catholicexchange.com

LET IT BE – INSPIRING
NEW FILM COURSE
ON M ARY
During Lent we are
running the CaFE film on the life of
Mary past and present. Filmed around
the world with experts and down-toearth testimonies about how the
example and prayer of Mary can help
us grow in our everyday faith. As part of
the course you will get your own Let It
Be book which includes the main
content of the film, useful follow-on
information and optional daily prayer
reflections. Why not bring a friend and
come and check out Session one.
Starting on 5 March in the Parish Room
from 7.30 pm. Refreshments included.

The Sermon on the Plain, reported by
Luke, in contrast to the Sermon on the
Mount, in Matthew, is given, not to the
crowds, but to the disciples and
therefore, must have something to do
with Christian discipleship. The Sermon
is a collection of different teachings and
was probably not delivered all at the
same time. In today's Gospel reading
there is the section called the
Beatitudes and Woes.
The word ‘Beatitude’ means ‘blessed’.
Some translations use the word ‘happy’.
It is a term of encouragement and Luke
mentions four such encouragements;
those in need, the hungry, those who
weep and those who are persecuted for
the sake of Jesus. Their reward will be
a rich one in the kingdom of God.
In contrast, the rich, the well-fed, the
happy and those enjoying a position of
flattery among people are to be pitied
for their reward is found in those things
alone. Jesus is not condemning such
people but pointing out the danger of
self satisfaction. Such an attitude is not
one the Christian disciple can adopt.
The follower of Jesus must have a
continuous concern for the poor, the
hungry, and those who mourn.
Adapted from The Word of God, Year B
Mark’s Gospel by Robin Cooper

We welcome Cole, son of Kristy
Blackwell and Sebastion Cameron, who
will be baptised into the
Catholic community today,
17 February.
We ask the parish to pray for
him and his family on this
special day, and wish Cole
and his family all God's blessings on
their journey of faith.

The latest draw took place on 10 February and
the lucky winners were
First.
Siobhan Campbell,
Second.
Ros Penn and
Third.
Siobhan Lees.
The new 100 Club has started and thank you to
all who have renewed their membership. There
are still a few renewals to come in but these
should all in be shortly. We have gained a few
more members and all these funds will be put to
good use in the refurbishment of the St Francis
Suite.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
suz_yates@btinternet.com

I NFORM ATION
CONFESSION
Confession will be at 8.40 am on
Sundays and at 9.45 am on Fridays.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer on
01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
CARDS, GIFTS, etc.
Are available for sale in Sacred Heart
church after Mass. All are priced.
Please put money in the repository box
at the back of the church.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates at
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit or requires Holy
Communion at home.

861
949
LITTLE ’UNS
Meet every Friday 10.30 am to 11.45
am in term time, in the church hall.
This is a group for babies and preschoolers. For further information
please contact Deacon Philip at
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, contact Suzanne
Yates who will arrange for Fr. John or
another local priest to say a Mass.

Everyone is welcome to
come for tea and coffee
after Sunday Mass.
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Monday 18
February. We meet
fortnightly to pray for our
children and have had many
answers to our prayers. Ring Sue
Barley on 01525 634186 for details.
The sewing group will meet on
25 February from 2.00 pm till
4.00 pm. For information
contact Clare Bevan 01525 403 589.

This group will meet again on
20 February. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

