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Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission
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Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton
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Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Parish Priest, Father John Danford sacredheartlb@btinternet.com, 01525 372 321
Parish Deacon, Deacon Philip Pugh deaconphilip@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk, 07711 953 926
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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 28 July it was £430.80
and standing orders were
£750.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee

T HE T RANSFIGURATIO N O F THE LO RD – 6 A UGUST
The Transfiguration of the Lord can sound embarrassingly magical. Jesus goes up onto a mountain and his
clothes become dazzlingly white. Prophets appear and talk to him. And then it is all over and Jesus tells his
disciples to say nothing.
We should hold on to the absurdity of the incident. There is simply no reason for all this
to have happened. In particular, there is no reason to put it into a Gospel – the
evangelist makes no capital out of it, it is simply there.
And this is the strength of the Transfiguration as an historical incident. There is no
reason for anyone to have invented it. It is not central to the Christian case. It is not
used to win arguments. There is only one reason to put it into the Gospel, and that is
because it happened. It is one of those cases of the evangelists writing things down
without knowing why they were important, and their very puzzlement is what makes the
story so convincing.
Why, then, did it happen? Surely, so that we could see and understand that Jesus is at
once one of the prophets and the one that was prophesied by them; and that he is God,
and lives for all eternity in a blaze of dazzling and unapproachable light.
The true miracle of the Transfiguration is not the shining face or the white garments, but that for the rest of the
time Jesus hid his glory so well.
Adapted from Catholic Calendar app. by Universalis Publishing
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This Sunday,
4 August
Alison Braniff
Eamonn Diver
Hilary Brennan
John Flanagan
Kate Mansford

Next Sunday,
11 August
Ann Leatherland
Catherine Davies
Anne Gadsden
Adrian Hamilton
William Doyle

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Macmillan Coffee Morning
at Sacred Heart church
Friday 27 September
immediately after 10.00 am Mass.
If you can help with cakes etc., or raffle prizes,
please contact Suzanne Yates.

Mass Times at Sacred Heart
Sunday 4 August

9.00 am

Private Intentions

Tuesday 6 August

9.30 am

George and Patricia Petersen, Anniversary, RIP

Wednesday 7 August

9.30 am

Service of the Word and Communion

Friday 9 August 10.00 am

Mary Mahaffey, Recently Deceased, RIP

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR AUGUST – VICTIMS OF
PERSECUTION AND OPPRESSION
O Lord God, your Son Jesus Christ suffered
and died for us. In his resurrection he restores
life and peace in all creation. Comfort, we
pray, all victims of intolerance and those
oppressed by their fellow humans. Remember
in your kingdom those who have died.
Lead the oppressors towards compassion and
give hope to the suffering. Amen.

Pope Francis suggests that for August we should try to be a
greener household.

Discerning The Way
A day of prayer and reflection focused
on following ‘The Way’.
Throughout the story of faith
the image and reality of
discerning the path of the
disciple has been expressed
in art, literature and
catechesis.
In liturgy, a prayer walk and times of
quiet and refection we will all discover
our personal map of faith.
The Parish Retreat
Buckden Towers
14 September 2019
9.30 am to 3.00 pm
(concluding with Mass)
TICKETS £10
Please bring something to share for
lunch, tea and coffee provided...all day!
BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
Complete a booking form and return to
Deacon Philip.

We welcome Theo Luca
Romano, son of Jessica
and Marco, who will be
baptised into the Catholic
community today, 4 August.
We ask the parish to pray for him and
his family on this special day, and
wish Theo and his family all God's
blessings on their journey of faith.
There is an opportunity for prayer ministry
straight after Mass this weekend. Please
come forward to bring to the Lord your
needs, and the team will pray with you.
Always confidential.

Next Sunday, we have a visiting priest
from Missio to talk to us about its work.
Since 1922, Missio has been the
Catholic Church’s official charity for
overseas mission. It brings the hope of
the Gospel where there is turmoil,
poverty and uncertainty in the world,
and where the Church is new, young or
poor.
Missio empowers local people to form
and sustain communities of faith, and
trains and nurtures future leaders so
that the vital work of the Church in the
world can take place.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
suz_yates@btinternet.com

CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
As summer progresses, we could try to
think about what Pope Francis says to
us: ‘Living our vocation to be protectors
of God’s handiwork is essential; it is not
an optional or a secondary aspect of our
Christian experience. All of us can
cooperate as instruments of God for the
care of creation.’
So far this year we have looked at ways
we can do this, such as
• Say grace before meals
• One (extra) meat-free meal a week
• Give up one-use-plastic
• Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
• Think and plan your journey
• Reduce water use and wastage
• Be a greener household
So let us all enjoy the holidays and look
after our planet at the same time. You
can watch the film about Global Healing
at https://www.ourcommonhome.co.uk
FEAST OF ST TERESA BENEDICTA OF THE
CROSS (1891-1942) – 9 AUGUST
Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
(Edith Stein) was born in 1891 in
Breslau, Poland. She was the youngest
child of a large Jewish family, was an
outstanding student and well versed
in philosophy with
a particular
interest in
phenomenology.
She became
interested in
the Catholic faith,
and in 1922 was
baptised in
Cologne. Eleven
years later Edith
entered the Carmelite monastery there.
Because of the politics in Germany –
Edith, who took the name Teresa
Benedicta of the Cross – was sent to
the Carmelite monastery at Echt,
Holland.
When Germany conquered Holland,
Teresa was arrested, and, with her
sister Rose, was sent to the
concentration camp at Auschwitz.
Teresa died in the gas chambers in
1942 at the age of fifty-one.
She was beatified by Pope John Paul II
in 1987 in Cologne. Even though
her life was cut short by genocide,
her memory stands as a light undimmed
in the midst of evil, darkness and
suffering. She was canonised on 11
October 1998.
Adapted from http://www.catholic.org

I NFORM ATION
CONFESSION
Confession will be at 8.40 am on
Sundays and at 9.45 am on Fridays.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer on
01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
CARDS, GIFTS, etc.
Are available for sale in Sacred Heart
church after Mass. All are priced.
Please put money in the repository box
at the back of the church.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates at
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit or requires Holy
Communion at home.

861
949
LITTLE ’UNS
Meet every Friday 10.30 am to 11.45
am in term time, in the church hall.
This is a group for babies and preschoolers. For further information
please contact Deacon Philip at
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, contact Suzanne
Yates who will arrange for Fr. John or
another local priest to say a Mass.

Everyone is welcome to
come for tea and coffee
after Sunday Mass.
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Monday 12
August at 7.30 pm at 80
George Street, Maulden.
You are very welcome to join us to
pray for your family Intentions, in full
confidentiality. Ring Sue Barley on
01525 634186. We meet fortnightly.
The sewing group will meet
on 9 September from 2.00
pm till 4.00 pm. Contact Clare
Bevan 01525 403 589.

This group will meet again on
7 August. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

