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Follow  
us on 
Facebook 

Mass Times at Sacred Heart 
Sunday 11 August 9.00 am Gentile and Derek Rathbone, Anniversary, RIP 

Tuesday 13 August 9.30 am  Intentions of Anne Wilson and Family and  
Colm Michael Brady, Anniversary, RIP 

Wednesday 14 August 9.30 am Service of the Word and Communion 
Thursday 15 August 9.30 am Service of the Word and Communion 
Thursday 15 August 7.30 pm Sandra Lawson, RIP 

Friday 16 August 10.00 pm Jackie Fitzgerald, Recently Deceased, RIP 
 
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR AUGUST – VICTIMS OF 
PERSECUTION AND OPPRESSION  

O Lord God, your Son Jesus Christ suffered 
and died for us. In his resurrection he restores 
life and peace in all creation. Comfort, we 
pray, all victims of intolerance and those 
oppressed by their fellow humans. Remember 
in your kingdom those who have died. Lead 
the oppressors towards compassion and 
give hope to the suffering. Amen. 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY – 15 AUGUST 

Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in 
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to 
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission 

15 August is the day that we have long celebrated what is called the Dormition (falling asleep) or Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary. The Feast of the Assumption celebrates both the happy departure of Mary from this life by her natural death, and her 
assumption bodily into heaven. Along with the Feast of the Immaculate Conception (8 December) the Assumption is a 
principal feast of the Blessed Virgin and a holy day of obligation. 
The idea of the assumption of Mary into heaven after her death is first expressed in narratives of 
the fifth and sixth centuries. Even though these were never official, they bear witness to the very 
early belief in a teaching of the Catholic Church which was not formally defined as a dogma until 
65 years ago by Pope Pius XII. 
Saint Gregory of Tour provided a rationale for the tradition, which is related to her having been 
preserved from original sin. He said that it is inconceivable to think Mary’s sinless body, likened to 
the Ark of the Covenant, which was made of incorruptible wood, should decay in the grave. The 
text, ‘Rise thou and the ark of thy strength’ (Ps 132/1:8) was understood to mean that it was God’s 
will that, as Christ had ascended, so too Mary would be received into heaven. 
There is an important difference, of course, between the ascension of Jesus into Heaven after his 
resurrection, and the assumption of Mary. To ascend is to ‘rise up under one’s own power’, while to be assumed means 
‘something that is done to one’. Jesus, being the Second Person of the Trinity, had no need of assistance, whereas Mary 
did not have this power.  
According to one tradition, Mary was warned of her approaching end by Saint Michael the Archangel, who conducts souls to 
Heaven, and was surrounded on her deathbed by the apostles, who were miraculously transported to her bedside from their 
various mission-fields. It was said that Jesus appeared, bore away her soul and returned three days after her burial, when 
angels carried her body to Paradise where it was reunited with her soul under the Tree of Life. 

Taken from http://ucatholic.com/saints/assumption/ 

Readers and Eucharistic Ministers 

Mass This Sunday,  
11 August 

Next Sunday, 
18 August 

1st Reading  Ann Leatherland Suzanne Yates 
2nd Reading Catherine Davies Martin Brennan  
Eucharistic 

Minister 
Anne Gadsden Myriam Rincon  

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Adrian Hamilton Carlos Rincon  
Driver William Doyle Louis Chadwick 

 

 

15 August is the Feast of the Assumption and a 
holy day of obligation. 
We will have a Service of the Word and Communion at 
9.30 am and Mass will be at 7.30 pm. 



   
This group will meet again on 
21 August. Please contact 
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654. 

 

The sewing group will meet 
on 9 September from 2.00 
pm till 4.00 pm. Contact Clare 
Bevan 01525 403 589. 

 

Everyone is welcome to 
come for tea and coffee 
after Sunday Mass. 

Mothers’ Prayers will next 
meet on Monday 19 
August at 7.30 pm at 80 
George Street, Maulden. 
You are very welcome to join us to 
pray for your family Intentions, in full 
confidentiality. Ring Sue Barley on 
01525 634186.  We meet fortnightly.  

 

INFORMATION 
CONFESSION       
Confession will be at 8.30 am on 
Sundays and at 9.30 am on Fridays.  
PRAYER LINE              
Please ring for intercessory prayer on 
01525 634 186. We have some 
wonderful answers to prayers. Be 
assured of full confidentiality. 

CARDS, GIFTS, etc.                                  
Are available for sale in Sacred Heart 
church after Mass. All are priced. 
Please put money in the repository box 
at the back of the church. 
SAFEGUARDING                               
For information contact Paula Bates at 

 
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk 
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSE-
BOUND?                                     
Please let us know of anyone who 
needs a visit or requires Holy 
Communion at home. 

861 
949  

LITTLE ’UNS                                
Meet every Friday 10.30 am to 11.45 
am in term time, in the church hall. 
This is a group for babies and pre-
schoolers. For further information 
please contact Deacon Philip at 

 

MASS INTENTIONS                         
For Mass Intentions, contact Suzanne 
Yates who will arrange for Fr. John or 
another local priest to say a Mass. 

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday. 
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661; 

suz_yates@btinternet.com 

 

Pope Francis suggests that for August we should try to be a 
greener household.  

Discerning The Way 
A day of prayer and reflection focused 
on following ‘The Way’. 
Throughout the story of faith 
the image and reality of 
discerning the path of the 
disciple has been expressed 
in art, literature and 
catechesis. 
In liturgy, a prayer walk and 
times of quiet and refection we will all 
discover our personal map of faith. 

The Parish Retreat 
Buckden Towers 

14 September 2019 
9.30 am to 3.00 pm 

(concluding with Mass) 
TICKETS £10 

Please bring something to share for 
lunch, tea and coffee provided...all day! 
BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT  
Complete a booking form and return to 
Deacon Philip. 

 

FEAST OF SAINTS PONTIAN AND 
HIPPOLYTUS – 13 AUGUST 

These two men died for the faith after 
harsh treatment and exhaustion in the 
mines of Sardinia. 
One had been Pope 
for five years, the 
other an antipope for 
eighteen. They died 
reconciled. 
Pontian served as 
Pope from 230 to 
235. During his reign 
he held a synod in 
Alexandria which confirmed the 
excommunication of the great 
theologian, Origen. Pontian was 
banished to exile by the Roman 
emperor in 235, and resigned so that a 
successor could be elected. He was 
sent to the island of Sardinia, where he 
died that same year of harsh treatment. 
With him was Hippolytus with whom he 
was reconciled. The bodies of both were 
brought back to Rome and buried as 
martyrs, with solemn rites. 
As a priest in Rome, Hippolytus, was at 
first ‘holier than the Church’. He 
censured the Pope for not coming down 
hard enough on a certain heresy, calling 
him a tool in the hands of one Callistus, 
a deacon, and coming close to 
advocating the opposite heresy himself. 
When Callistus was elected Pope, 
Hippolytus accused him of being too 
lenient and had himself elected an 
antipope by a group of followers. He felt 
that the Church must be comprised of 
pure souls uncompromisingly separated 
from the world. He remained in schism 
through the reigns of three Popes. In 
235, he also was banished to the island 
of Sardinia. Shortly before or after this 
event, he was reconciled to the Church, 
and died in exile with Pope Pontian. 
Hippolytus was a rigorist, a vehement 
and intransigent man for whom even 
orthodox doctrine and practice were not 
purified enough. He is, nevertheless, the 
most important theologian and prolific 
religious writer before the age of 
Constantine. His writings are the fullest 
source of our knowledge of the Roman 
liturgy and the structure of the Church in 
the second and third centuries. A 
marble statue dating from the third 
century, representing the saint sitting in 
a chair was found in 1551. On one side 
is inscribed his table for computing the 
date of Easter; on the other, a list of 
how the system worked out until the 
year 224.  

Adapted from https://www.franciscanmedia.org/  

 
Macmillan Coffee Morning at 
Sacred Heart church Friday 27 
September immediately after 
10.00 am Mass. 
If you can help with cakes etc., or raffle prizes 
please contact Suzanne Yates. 

             
This Sunday, we have a visiting priest 
from Missio to talk to us about what 
Missio does. Since 1922, Missio has 
been the Catholic Church’s official 
charity for overseas mission. We bring 
the hope of the Gospel where there is 
turmoil, poverty and uncertainty in the 
world, and where the Church is new, 
young or poor. 
Missio empowers local people to form 
and sustain communities of faith and we 
train and nurture future leaders so that 
the vital work of the Church in the world 
can take place. 

 

Thursday, 5 September at 7.30 pm  
We will chat about the following two 
books, The Five People You Meet in in 
Heaven by Mitch Albom and Hinds’ Feet on 
High Places by Hannah Hurnard 

 


