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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 18 August was £312.60
standing orders were
£750.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee

AUGUST
The circumstances of St Monica’s life could have made her a nagging wife, a bitter daughter-in-law
and a despairing parent, yet she did not give way to any of these temptations. Although she was a
Christian, her parents gave her in marriage to a Pagan, Patricius, who lived in her hometown of
Tagaste in North Africa. Patricius had some redeeming features but he had a violent temper. Monica
also had a cantankerous mother-in-law who lived in her home. Patricius criticised his wife but always
respected her. Monica’s prayers and example finally won her husband and mother-in-law to
Christianity. Her husband died in 371.
Monica had three children. The oldest, Augustine, is the most famous. At the time of his father’s death,
Augustine was 17 and a rhetoric student in Carthage. Monica was distressed to learn that her son had
accepted the Manichean heresy, and was living an immoral life. Then one night she had a vision that
assured her Augustine would return to the faith. From that time on, she stayed close to her son, praying and fasting for him.
When he was 29, Augustine decided to go to Rome to teach rhetoric. Monica was determined to go along. One night he told
his mother that he was going to the dock to say goodbye to a friend. Instead he set sail for Rome. Monica was heartbroken
when she learned of Augustine’s trick, but she still followed him. She arrived in Rome only to find that he had left for Milan.
Although travel was difficult, Monica pursued him to Milan.
In Milan, Augustine came under the influence of the bishop, St Ambrose, who also became Monica’s spiritual director.
Monica became a leader of the devout women in Milan.
She continued her prayers for Augustine during his years of instruction. At Easter in 387, St Ambrose baptised Augustine
and several of his friends. Soon after, his party left for Africa. Although no one else was aware of it, Monica knew her life
was near the end. She became ill shortly after he left and suffered severely for nine days before her death.
Almost all we know about St. Monica is in the writings of St Augustine, especially his Confessions.
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Mass Times at Sacred Heart
Sunday 25 August

9.00 am Chantelle Smart, RIP

Tuesday 27 August

9.30 am Service of the Word and Communion

Wednesday 28 August

9.30 am Service of the Word and Communion

Friday 30 August 10.00 am Service of the Word and Communion

Adapted from https://www.franciscanmedia.org

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR AUGUST – VICTIMS OF
PERSECUTION AND OPPRESSION
O Lord God, your Son Jesus Christ suffered
and died for us. In his resurrection he restores
life and peace in all creation. Comfort, we
pray, all victims of intolerance and those
oppressed by their fellow humans. Remember
in your kingdom those who have died. Lead
the oppressors towards compassion and
give hope to the suffering. Amen.

Pope Francis suggests that for August we should try to be a
greener household.

Discerning The Way
A day of prayer and reflection
focused on following ‘The
Way’. Throughout the story of
faith the image and reality of
discerning the path of the
disciple has been expressed in
art, literature and catechesis.
In liturgy, a prayer walk and times of
quiet and refection we will all discover
our personal map of faith.
The Parish Retreat, Buckden Towers
14 September 2019
9.30 am to 3.00 pm
(concluding with Mass)
Please bring something to share for
lunch, tea and coffee provided, all day!
BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
Complete a booking form and return to
Deacon Philip. TICKETS £10

Slightly belated
congratulations to our Missio
promoter, Pat King, on her long service
awards which were presented amid
much surprise during the appeal by Fr.
Vincent Oates on 11 August.
Pat has been our parish promoter for
over fourteen years, gently keeping in
touch with a great many of us,
collecting and organising the little red
boxes and the quarterly bulletins and
being so effective that our parish is one
of the biggest givers in the diocese to
Missio and its missionary work.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL (SVP) AWARENESS MONTH
2019: LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR
During September, several posters
will be displayed at the back of
church promoting the theme of ‘Love
your Neighbour’ and what that
means to an SVP member. The
posters feature actual members from across the
SVP and how they support their local
community. There is a QR code on each poster
which can be scanned from a smartphone to
enable you to watch a video featuring the
speaker on the poster.
Please take some time to read the posters, you
may want to think about what loving your
neighbour means to you.
BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSE FOR NEW
PARENTS
The second part of this baptism preparation
class will be held on Saturday 31 August,
starting at 10.00 am for one hour in the St
Francis Suite. We look forward to seeing you
and your family. Godparents and grandparents
are welcome to join us.

Feast of St Augustine of Hippo
28 August
He was born in Thagaste in Africa of a Berber
family. He was brought up a Christian but left the
Church and embraced the
Manichaean heresy, later
seeing how nonsensical it
was and becoming a
Neoplatonist instead. He led
a wild and dissolute youth.
He took a concubine by
whom he had a son, Adeodatus. He had a
brilliant legal and academic career. At length,
through the prayers of his mother, and the
teaching of St Ambrose of Milan, he was
converted back to Christianity. He was baptised
in 387, shortly before his mother’s death. He
returned home to Africa and led an ascetic life.
He was elected Bishop of Hippo and spent thirtyfour years looking after his flock, teaching them,
strengthening them in the faith and protecting
them strenuously against the errors of the time.
He wrote an enormous number of works; the
Office of Readings has many extracts from them.
He was declared a Doctor of the Church by Pope
Boniface VIII in 1308.

I NFORM ATION
CONFESSION
Confession will be at 8.30 am on
Sundays and at 9.30 am on Fridays.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer on
01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
CARDS, GIFTS, etc.
Are available for sale in Sacred Heart
church after Mass. All are priced.
Please put money in the repository box
at the back of the church.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates at
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit or requires Holy
Communion at home.

01525 406

Adapted from Catholic Calendar app by Universalis
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DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Macmillan Coffee Morning at Sacred Heart
church, Friday 27 September immediately after
10.00 am Mass. If you can help with cakes etc.,
or raffle prizes please contact Suzanne Yates.

Pray and Play
at

Sacred Heart
We are going trial a special group once
a month on a Sunday afternoon, for
families with children up to the age of
Year 6.
Sessions will start at 2.00 pm for one
hour, with activities suitable for the
children on the theme of the session, as
well as prayers in the church.
C HILDREN MUST BE ACCO M PANIED
BY AN ADULT

The dates for this trial are
15 September – New Beginnings
13 October – Changing Seasons
17 November – Remembrance
8 December – Advent
We look forward to meeting as many
who can attend on 15 September.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
suz_yates@btinternet.com

LITTLE ’UNS
Meet every Friday 10.30 am to 11.45
am in term time, in the church hall.
This is a group for babies and preschoolers. For further information
please contact Deacon Philip at
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, contact Suzanne
Yates who will arrange for Fr. John or
another local priest to say a Mass.

Everyone is welcome to
come for tea and coffee
after Sunday Mass.
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Monday 2
September at 7.30 pm at 80
George Street, Maulden.
You are very welcome to join us to
pray for your family Intentions, in full
confidentiality. Ring Sue Barley on
01525 634186. We meet fortnightly.
The sewing group will meet
on 9 September from 2.00
pm till 4.00 pm. Contact Clare
Bevan 01525 403 589.

This group will meet again on
4 September. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

