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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 1 December it was
£251.70 and standing orders
were £750.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee

Year A – The Gospel of Matthew, 11:2-11
On the second Sunday of Advent, we concentrate on John the Baptist who comes to prepare the
way for the Messiah.
At the beginning of the ministry of Jesus, John begins to preach in the wilderness of Judaea. He
offered a form of baptism as a means of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
The word ‘repentance’ means ‘to turn around’. In other words those who repented were to return
to a life free from sin. The quotation used by John is from the prophet Isaiah in which a preparer of
the way appears who would herald the arrival of the Messiah.
In the passage from Matthew, John is scathing about the Pharisees and Sadducees. Calling them
snakes, he pointed out that belonging to the Jewish nation would not save them for the axe was
about to be laid at the very root of Judaism.
John then forecast the arrival of one who would baptise with fire and the Holy Spirit and who would be the judge of all
people, separating the wheat from the chaff, the good from the bad. The ‘one to come’ was the anointed one of God (Greek
‘Christ’; Hebrew, ‘Messiah’).
Taken From The Word of God, Year A, by Robin Cooper

Lessons and Carols Service
Next Sunday 15 December
At 3.00 pm
Followed by Refreshments
Readers and Eucharistic Ministers
Mass
st

1 Reading
nd
2 Reading
Eucharistic
Minister
Eucharistic
Minister
Driver

This Sunday,
8 December
Emma Burgess
Michael Burgess
Helen Burgess
Don Perrett
C./J. Gallagher

Next Sunday,
15 December
Una McAlinden
Pauline Rowntree
Maggie Dullaghan
Clare Bevan
David Toland

Lighting of the Advent Wreath – Candle Two
Celebrant: For God will guide Israel
with joy, by the light of his
glory with his mercy and
integrity for escort.
Deacon:
Come, Lord Jesus, to our
rescue with the protection
of your mercy.
The Second Candle on the Wreath is Lit
ALL:
PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD, THE
LIGHT OF THE WORLD.

Mass Times at Sacred Heart
Sunday

8 December

9.00 am

Tuesday

10 December

9.30 am

Wednesday

11 December

9.30 am

Friday

13 December 10.00 am

Michael Calrey, RIP
Michael Lavelle, RIP
Intentions of Matt Hannigan
Mass of Thanksgiving and
Intentions of Pam Carter
Service of the Word and Communion
Patricia Waterford, RIP
Patrick Fitzgerald, Recently Deceased, RIP

Circle of Prayer for December
Openness to God’s Word
Lord, help us to be open your word. Thank
you for telling us about who you are, and
why you are here through the Bible, your
sacred words to us. Lord, we need wisdom
as we read your word. Help us discern the
truth of the text. Thank you God for the
clarity, encouragement and hope your word
brings. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

I NFORM ATION
THE NEED PROJECT CHRISTMAS
APPEAL

What do they need? In addition to the usual
dried and tinned food, we like to include
Christmas items such as tinned salmon,
mince pies, Christmas cakes and tinned ham.
Food they are often short of includes small
bags of sugar, tinned potatoes, carrots or
peas. Anything else is also gratefully received.
Last collection date is 13 December.

C HR IS TMAS M AS SES 2019
AT S ACR ED H EART

CONFESSION
Confession will be at 8.30 am on
Sundays and at 9.30 am on Fridays.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer on
01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
CARDS, GIFTS, etc.
Are available for sale in Sacred Heart
church after Mass. All are priced.
Please put money in the repository box
at the back of the church.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates at
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit or requires Holy
Communion at home.

ADVENT SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION
MONDAY 16 DECEMBER
AT 7.30 PM
Prepare for the season of Christmas by
joining us for the reconciliation service.
After a short liturgy of prayer, readings
and preparation and there is the
opportunity for a personal act of
confession with our local priests.

ADVENT EXPOSITION
Our Advent period of
Exposition will be on
Thursday 19 December. It
will commence at 7.00 pm
and end with benediction at 8.45 pm.
This period of Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament will offer an opportunity to be
with Our Lord in silent vigil, and is an
important part of our Advent
preparations.
Please feel free to come for as long as
you like. Even if you can manage only a
few minutes of prayer in a busy day, it
will be worth it to experience peace and
tranquillity in Our Lord’s presence.
Advent Conversation – Walking with
the Prophets towards the Nativity
Last Session, Tuesday 10 December at
7.45 pm
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;

RETIRING COLLECTION FOR NORTHAMPTON
DIOCESAN PRIESTS’ FUND
15 DECEMBER
The need to supporting our
clergy is why we continue to
ask for support. In addition, as there have
been many new people join the parish
since Together in Faith, it is only fair that
we give these people a chance to
contribute. Please be as generous as you
can.

Pray and Play
at

Sacred Heart
Our last session for 2019 will be
Today – 8 December
starting at 2.00 pm for one hour.
We will make a Christmas decoration
and there will be a Christingle.
All children up to Year 6 are welcome.
C HILDREN MUST BE ACCO M PANIED
BY AN ADULT

861
949
LITTLE ’UNS
Meet every Friday 10.30 am to 11.45
am in term time, in the church hall.
This is a group for babies and preschoolers. For further information
please contact Deacon Philip at
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, contact Suzanne
Yates who will arrange for Fr. John or
another local priest to say a Mass.

Everyone is welcome to
come for tea and coffee
after Sunday Mass.
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Monday 9
December at 7.30 pm at 80
George Street, Maulden.
You are very welcome to join us to
pray for your family Intentions, in full
confidentiality. Ring Sue Barley on
01525 634186. We meet fortnightly.
The sewing group will meet
on 9 December from 2.00 pm
till 4.00 pm. Contact Clare
Bevan 01525 403 589.

This group will meet again on
15 January. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

