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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 8 December it was
£389.40 and standing orders
were £750.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee

GAUDETE SUNDAY – WHY IS ONE CANDLE NOT LIKE THE OTHERS?
Advent and its counterpart, Lent, are seasons of penitence. On the Advent wreath, the three purple candles mark the
preparation Christians undergo while awaiting the arrival of Christ on Earth.
But, unlike dour Lent, Advent is usually a happy season, full of food, parties, shopping, music
and lights.
So, why do we need a reminder to rejoice on the Third Sunday of Advent, called Gaudete
Sunday (Latin for ‘rejoice’) by lighting a rose-coloured candle on our wreaths and having priests
wear rose-coloured vestments at Mass?
Because the happiness that comes from fun and friends is not the same thing as Christian joy.
Pope Francis has talked about the difference between happiness and joy:
‘To be happy is good, yet joy is something more. It’s another thing, something which does not depend on external
motivations, or on passing issues: it is more profound. It is a gift. To be “happy at all moments, at all cost” can, at
the end, turn into superficiality and shallowness. This leaves us without Christian wisdom. All is joy … no, joy is
something else; it is a gift from the Lord.’
If joy is a gift from the Lord, then the Lord himself is our first and greatest gift, and the only one that will never tarnish or
break or fade. Gaudete Sunday reminds us that the gift has not yet arrived, but it is very near.
Adapted from https://catholicvote.org

Lessons and Carols Service
TODAY Sunday 15 December
At 3.00 pm
Followed by Refreshments

Lighting of the Advent Wreath – Candle Three
Celebrant: He will exult with joy over
you.
He will
renew you by his Love.

Readers and Eucharistic Ministers
Mass
st

1 Reading
nd
2 Reading
Eucharistic
Minister
Eucharistic
Minister
Driver

This Sunday,
15 December
Una McAlinden
Pauline Rowntree
Maggie Dullaghan
Clare Bevan
David Toland

Next Sunday,
22 December
Noelette Hanley
Suzanne Yates
Helen Wilson
Beatrice Perch
Kate Mansford

Deacon:

ALL:

Mass Times at Sacred Heart
Sunday

15 December

9.00 am

Intentions of Bried Doogan
Donna Spillane, Anniversary, RIP

Monday

16 December

7.30 pm

Reconciliation Service

Tuesday

17 December

9.30 am

Wednesday

18 December

9.30 am

Friday

20 December 10.00 am

Service of the Word and Communion
Kath Dunning, Recently Deceased, RIP

Come, Lord Jesus, bring
to this broken world the
love and peace of God.

The Third Candle on the Wreath is Lit
REJOICE FOR THE COMING OF THE LORD,
THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD .

Circle of Prayer for December
Openness to God’s Word
Lord, help us to be open your word. Thank
you for telling us about who you are, and
why you are here through the Bible, your
sacred words to us. Lord, we need wisdom
as we read your word. Help us discern the
truth of the text. Thank you God for the
clarity, encouragement and hope your word
brings. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

I NFORM ATION
CONFESSION
Confession will be at 8.30 am on
Sundays and at 9.30 am on Fridays.

C HR IS TMAS M AS SES 2019
AT S ACR ED H EART
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23

RETIRING COLLECTION FOR NORTHAMPTON
DIOCESAN PRIESTS’ FUND
TODAY – 15 DECEMBER
The need for supporting our clergy in the
future is why we continue to ask for
support. In addition, as there
have been many new people
join the parish since Together
in Faith, it is only fair that we give these
people a chance to contribute. Please be
as generous as you can.

PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer on
01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
CARDS, GIFTS, etc.
Are available for sale in Sacred Heart
church after Mass. All are priced.
Please put money in the repository box
at the back of the church.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates at
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit or requires Holy
Communion at home.

THE GIVING TREE 2019
Thank you for all that has
been donated so far. Today
is the last day for the
collection. If you have
somehow missed out on
contributing or have goods to come in,
please see John or another member of
the SVP. Nothing will be lost we
promise. Thanks again
ADVENT EXPOSITION
Our Advent period of Exposition will
be on Thursday 19 December. It will
commence at 7.00 pm and end with
benediction at 8.45 pm.
This period of Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament will offer an opportunity to be with
Our Lord in silent vigil, and could form an
important part of our Advent preparations.
Please feel free to come for as long as you like.
Even if you can manage only a few minutes of
prayer in a busy day, it will be worth it to
experience peace and tranquillity in Our Lord’s
presence.

Preparing the Church for Christmas
Dear parishioners,
Please come along to help
clean and decorate the
church for Christmas.
Come on Wednesday 18
December at 7.30 pm. We
look forward to seeing you.
Many hands make light work!

ADVENT SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION
MONDAY 16 DECEMBER
AT 7.30 PM
Prepare for the season of Christmas by
joining us for the reconciliation service.
After a short liturgy of prayer, readings
and preparation and there is the
opportunity for a personal act of act
of confession with our local priests.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
suz_yates@btinternet.com

861
949
LITTLE ’UNS
Meet every Friday 10.30 am to 11.45
am in term time, in the church hall.
This is a group for babies and preschoolers. For further information
please contact Deacon Philip at
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, contact Suzanne
Yates who will arrange for Fr. John or
another local priest to say a Mass.

Everyone is welcome to
come for tea and coffee
after Sunday Mass.
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Monday 6 January
at 7.30 pm at 80 George
Street, Maulden. You are
very welcome to join us to pray for
your family Intentions, in full
confidentiality. Ring Sue Barley on
01525 634186. We meet fortnightly.
The sewing group will meet
on 13 January from 2.00 pm
till 4.00 pm. Contact Clare
Bevan 01525 403 589.

This group will meet again on
15 January. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

