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Mass Times at Sacred Heart 

Sunday 22 December 9.00 am Kathleen Conway, Recently Deceased, RIP, Intentions of 
Judith Latham and James Bunker, Anniversary, RIP 

Tuesday 24 December 6.00 pm Young People of the Parish 

Tuesday 24 December 9.00 pm  

Wednesday 25 December 9.00 am Donald Rodgers, RIP and  
Catherine and James McParland, RIP 

Friday 27 December 10.00 am Intentions of John and Josephine Perrett on their 60th 
Wedding Anniversary 

 

Circle of Prayer for December  
Openness to God’s Word 

Lord, help us to be open your word. Thank 
you for telling us about who you are, and 
why you are here through the Bible, your 
sacred words to us. Lord, we need wisdom 
as we read your word. Help us discern the 
truth of the text. Thank you God for the 
clarity, encouragement and hope your word 
brings. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

THE VIRGIN’S CHILD WILL BE CALLED EMMANUEL 

Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in 
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to 
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission 

Thank you for your 
contribution to the parish. 
For 15 December it was 
£337.20, the second 
collection was £117 and 
standing orders were 
£750.00.  

Today’s Gospel is from Matthew 1:18-24 
The two stories of the announcement of and the actual birth of Jesus are different in Matthew to 
those of Luke. Whereas in Luke, the annunciation is given to Mary, here, Joseph is the central 
figure. He is already aware of the potential disgrace as his betrothed is pregnant outside of 
marriage. Being a kind man, he had decided to break off the engagement with as little fuss as 
possible. Then he received a visit from the angel of the Lord who announced the fact that Mary 
had conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and that the Virgin Birth was the direct result of 
the creative power of God. 
Joseph was to take Mary as his wife and when the child was born, he was to be given the name of Jesus, which 
means ‘God is Salvation’. 
Matthew quotes Isaiah 7:14 as support for the annunciation, although the quotation originally had nothing to do 
with the prophecy of a messiah. Christians down through the ages have seen in the words, the summary of God 
becoming man. 
The virgin's child will be called Emmanuel, that is, ‘God with us’. This is the same thought as John's ‘word 
becoming flesh and dwelling among us’. 

Adapted from The Word of God – Year A, by Robin Cooper 

 

Readers and Eucharistic Ministers 

Mass This Sunday, 
22 December 

Next Sunday, 
29 December 

1st Reading  Noelette Hanley Martin Brennan  
2nd Reading Suzanne Yates Alison Braniff 
Eucharistic 

Minister 
Helen Wilson Noreen Weighell 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Beatrice Perch Nicky Paterson 
Driver Kate Mansford William Doyle 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath – Candle Four 
Celebrant:  He will feed his flock with 

the power of the Lord,                         
With the majesty of the 
name of his God. 

Deacon:     They will live secure, to the 
ends of the lands,                                        
He himself shall be peace. 

The Fourth Candle on the Wreath is Lit 
ALL:   COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS, 

  COME LIGHT OF THE WORLD, BRING US PEACE. 

 



 
  This group will meet again on 

15 January. Please contact 
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654. 

 

The sewing group will meet 
on 13 January from 2.00 pm 
till 4.00 pm. Contact Clare 
Bevan 01525 403 589. 

 

Everyone is welcome to 
come for tea and coffee 
after Sunday Mass. 

Mothers’ Prayers will next 
meet on Monday 23 
December at 7.30 pm at 80 
George Street, Maulden. 
You are very welcome to join us to 
pray for your family Intentions, in full 
confidentiality. Ring Sue Barley on 
01525 634186. We meet fortnightly.  

INFORMATION 
CONFESSION       
Confession will be at 8.30 am on 
Sundays and at 9.30 am on Fridays.  
PRAYER LINE              
Please ring for intercessory prayer on 
01525 634 186. We have some 
wonderful answers to prayers. Be 
assured of full confidentiality. 

CARDS, GIFTS, etc.                                  
Are available for sale in Sacred Heart 
church after Mass. All are priced. 
Please put money in the repository box 
at the back of the church. 
SAFEGUARDING                               
For information contact Paula Bates at 

 
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk 
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSE-
BOUND?                                     
Please let us know of anyone who 
needs a visit or requires Holy 
Communion at home. 

861 
949  
LITTLE ’UNS                                
Meet every Friday 10.30 am to 11.45 
am in term time, in the church hall. 
This is a group for babies and pre-
schoolers. For further information 
please contact Deacon Philip at 

 

MASS INTENTIONS                         
For Mass Intentions, contact Suzanne 
Yates who will arrange for Fr. John or 
another local priest to say a Mass. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 2019 
AT SACRED HEART 

 

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday. 
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661; 

suz_yates@btinternet.com 

Readers and Eucharistic Ministers for Christmas 
Mass 6.00 pm 9.00 pm 9.00 am 

1st Reader Noelette Hanley Ann Leatherland Dee Brady 
2nd Reader Adrian Hamilton Ros Penn To be confirmed 

Eucharistic Minister None Required John Flanagan Nicky Paterson 
Eucharistic Minister None Required Jane Crow To be confirmed 

The latest draw took place on 8 
December and the lucky winners were  
First. Joanna Jablonska,  
Second. Ros Penn and  
Third. Roger Eddleman. 

 
• Anne McCann 
• Philip Pugh 

FEAST OF JOHN THE APOSTLE                        
27 DECEMBER 

St John the Evangelist, 
who is styled in the 
Gospel as ‘the beloved 
disciple’, was a 
Galilean, son of 
Zebedee and Salome 
and brother to St 
James the Greater, 
both of whom were fishermen. The two 
were called by Jesus to be disciples as 
they were mending their nets by the Sea 
of Galilee. 
Jesus showed St John particular 
instances of kindness and affection 
above all the rest. He was present with 
Peter and James at the Transfiguration 
of Christ, and witnessed his agony in the 
Garden. Jesus confided the care of his 
holy Mother as he hung dying on the 
Cross to St John. 
St John remained for a long time in 
Jerusalem, but his later years were 
spent at Ephesus, where he founded 
many churches. St John wrote his 
Gospel about sixty-three years after the 
Ascension of Christ, three Epistles, and 
the wonderful and mysterious Book of 
the Apocalypse or Revelation. He was 
brought to Rome and according to 
tradition, was cast into a cauldron of 
boiling oil by order of Emperor Domitian. 
Like the three children in the fiery 
furnace of Babylon, he was miraculously 
preserved unhurt. He was later exiled to 
the Island of Patmos, where he wrote 
the Apocalypse, but afterwards returned 
to Ephesus. 
In his extreme old age he continued to 
visit the churches of Asia. St Jerome 
relates that when age and weakness 
grew upon him so that he was no longer 
able to preach to the people, he would 
be carried to the assembly of the faithful 
by his disciples, with great difficulty. 
Every time he said to his flock only 
these words: ‘My dear children, love one 
another.’ 
St John died in peace at Ephesus about 
100 AD, he was about ninety-four years 
old, according to St Epiphanus. 

Adapted from http://www.catholicculture.org 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU 

Many, many thanks as 
always for your 
wonderful and 
generous response to 
the SVP Appeal for the 
Homeless through the 
Giving Tree. On 
Tuesday, 
representatives of NOAH which 
supports the homeless in Luton among 
doing other things, collected 1,510 
items. This is an amazing total – the 
highest that the parish has donated - 
and all the members of the SVP send 
you their love and thanks this Christmas. 

Just for your interest, the most popular 
gift was a bar of chocolate of which 
there were 257! However, the 108 tubes 
of toothpaste and 204 toothbrushes will 
help militate against possible dental 
decay. Again, many thanks and God 
bless. 

 


