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29 December 2019                                  Feast of the Holy Family – Year A 

 

 
Follow  
us on 
Facebook 

Mass Times at Sacred Heart 
Sunday 29 December 9.00 am The Deceased Members of the Crehan family 

Tuesday 31 December 9.30 am Intentions of Mary Kate Casey 

Wednesday 1 January 10.00 am Intentions of Phil and Martin Kerrigan and family 

Friday 3 January 10.00 am Ian Ferguson, Anniversary, RIP 

 

Circle of Prayer for December  
Openness to God’s Word 

Lord, help us to be open your word. Thank 
you for telling us about who you are, and 
why you are here through the Bible, your 
sacred words to us. Lord, we need wisdom 
as we read your word. Help us discern the 
truth of the text. Thank you God for the 
clarity, encouragement and hope your word 
brings. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

THE JOURNEY TO EGYPT 

Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in 
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to 
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission 

Thank you for your 
contribution to the parish. 
For 22 December it was 
£260.10 and standing orders 
were £750.00.  
With thanks, Finance 
Committee 

Today’s Gospel is from Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

Using his favourite dream motif, Matthew has the angel of the Lord warning Joseph to take the 
child and his mother and escape the coming persecution of Herod the Great by fleeing to Egypt. 
Matthew sees in this action the fulfilment of scripture and quotes Hosea 11:1, ‘I called my son 
out of Egypt’. This claim of Matthew is totally inaccurate as Hosea is talking about the Exodus. 
The full quotation is ‘When Israel was a child I came to love him and I called my son out of 
Egypt’. Perhaps the experience of Jesus escaping the massacre of the infants recalls the 
experience of Moses, who had a similar experience under Pharaoh. Matthew casts Jesus in the 
role of the new Moses leading his people not from slavery to freedom, but from sin to salvation. 

Matthew then proceeds to explain why Jesus, born in Bethlehem in Judaea spends his 
childhood in Nazareth in Galilee. Herod the Great died and was succeeded by his son, Archelaus in Judaea. Archelaus was 
a cruel man who did not last long and was finally sent into exile by the Romans a few years later.  

Again Matthew sees in this migration a fulfilmentt of scripture. Unfortunately, ‘he will be called a Nazarene’ does not appear 
anywhere in the Old Testament. 

The most likely explanation is that there is a play on words based on Isaiah 11: 1. In a language where vowels are not 
written, the words Nezer and Nazara are similar. The word Nzr is a branch. The text in Isaiah claims the Messiah to be a 
branch from the root of Jesse, a fitting claim for Jesus. In this way Matthew concludes his birth stories. 

Adapted from The Word of God – Year A, by Robin Cooper 

 
Readers and Eucharistic Ministers 

Mass This Sunday, 
29 December 

Next Sunday, 
5 January 

1st Reading  Martin Brennan  Pat Crowe 
2nd Reading Alison Braniff Ann Leatherland 
Eucharistic 

Minister 
Noreen Weighell Anne Gadsden 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Nicky Paterson Jane Crow 
Driver William Doyle Louis Chadwick 

 

Please note   
There will be Mass on 
Wednesday 1 January at 
10.00 am. 



 
  This group will meet again on 

15 January. Please contact 
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654. 

 

The sewing group will meet 
on 13 January from 2.00 pm 
till 4.00 pm. Contact Clare 
Bevan 01525 403 589. 

 

Everyone is welcome to 
come for tea and coffee 
after Sunday Mass. 

Mothers’ Prayers will next 
meet on Monday 6 January 
at 7.30 pm at 80 George 
Street, Maulden. You are 
very welcome to join us to pray for 
your family Intentions, in full 
confidentiality. Ring Sue Barley on 
01525 634186. We meet fortnightly.  

INFORMATION 
CONFESSION       
Confession will be at 8.30 am on 
Sundays and at 9.30 am on Fridays.  
PRAYER LINE              
Please ring for intercessory prayer on 
01525 634 186. We have some 
wonderful answers to prayers. Be 
assured of full confidentiality. 

CARDS, GIFTS, etc.                                  
Are available for sale in Sacred Heart 
church after Mass. All are priced. 
Please put money in the repository box 
at the back of the church. 
SAFEGUARDING                               
For information contact Paula Bates at 

 
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk 
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSE-
BOUND?                                     
Please let us know of anyone who 
needs a visit or requires Holy 
Communion at home. 

861 
949  

LITTLE ’UNS                                
Meet every Friday 10.30 am to 11.45 
am in term time, in the church hall. 
This is a group for babies and pre-
schoolers. For further information 
please contact Deacon Philip at 

 

MASS INTENTIONS                         
For Mass Intentions, contact Suzanne 
Yates who will arrange for Fr. John or 
another local priest to say a Mass. 

 

 

 

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday. 
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661; 

suz_yates@btinternet.com 

FEAST OF THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS     
3 JANUARY 

In a world of fiercely guarded corporate 
names and logos, it 
should be easy to 
understand this feast. 
The letters IHS are an 
abbreviation of Iesous, 
the Greek name for 
Jesus. 
The Feast of the Holy Name 
(traditionally celebrated as the Feast of 
the Circumcision) is a major feast of the 
Church. It reflects the significance of the 
Holy Name, Jesus. The name Jesus is 
from the Hebrew Joshua or Yehoshuah 
meaning ‘Yahweh is salvation’ or 
‘Yahweh will save’. 
St Paul might claim credit for promoting 
devotion to the Holy Name because 
Paul wrote in Philippians that God the 
Father gave Christ Jesus ‘that name that 
is above every name’ (see 2:9). This 
devotion became popular because of 
twelfth-century Cistercian monks and 
nuns but especially through the 
preaching of St Bernardino of Siena, a 
fifteenth-century Franciscan. 
Bernardino used devotion to the Holy 
Name of Jesus as a way of overcoming 
bitter and often bloody, class struggles 
and family rivalries or vendettas in 
Italian city states. The devotion grew, 
partly because of Franciscan and 
Dominican preachers. It spread even 
more widely after the Jesuits began 
promoting it in the sixteenth century. 
In 1530, Pope Clement V approved an 
Office of the Holy Name for the 
Franciscans. In 1721, Pope Innocent 
XIII extended this feast to the entire 
Church. 
This feast invites us to a continual 
remembrance and veneration of the 
Holy Name, in order that God might 
plant in us, and in every heart, the love 
of him who is the Saviour of the world, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Adapted from http://www.ucatholic.com 

 

FEAST OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
1 JANUARY 

 We celebrated the liturgical feast of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on 1 January, which 
is the Octave of Christmas. Only 
Christmas and 
Easter enjoy the 
privilege of an 
octave, which is 
an eight-day 
extension of the 
feast. The 
honouring of 
Mary as the 
Mother of God 
can be traced 
back to the Council of Ephesus in 
431. By the seventh century, 1 January 
was observed as a celebration of the 
Maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In 
the thirteenth century, the Feast of the 
Circumcision of Christ had come to 
replace the feast honouring Mary; 
however in 1751, after a push in 
Portugal for an official feast day 
celebrating Mary’s divine maternity, 
Pope Benedict XIV allowed Portugal’s 
churches to devote a feast to Mary on 
the first Sunday in May.  Eventually, the 
feast extended to other countries, and in 
1914 began to be observed on 11 
October. In 1931, Pope Pius XI 
extended the feast to the entire church, 
and in 1974, Pope Paul VI removed the 
feast of the Circumcision of Christ from 
the liturgical calendar and replaced it 
with the feast of the Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God, bringing Mary’s feast day 
back to the first day of the year. 

The feast is a celebration of Mary’s 
motherhood of Jesus. The title Mother of 
God is a western derivation from the 
Greek Theotokos, which means God-
bearer. On this day, we are reminded of 
the role that the Blessed Virgin played in 
the plan of our salvation. Through the 
Holy Spirit, God the Father prepared 
Mary to be the dwelling place where his 
Son and his Spirit could dwell among 
men. Christ’s birth was made possible 
by Mary’s fiat, or sanctioning of God’s 
plan with her words, ‘Be it done to me 
according to thy word’. Calling Mary 
Mother of God is the highest honour we 
can give to her. Just as Christmas 
honours Jesus as the Prince of Peace, 
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
honours Mary as the Queen of 
Peace. New Year’s Day is also 
designated as the World Day of Peace, 
further acknowledging the role of Mary in 
our hearts and in our world. 

Adapted from http://holyfamily.org/ 

 

Save the date! 
• Bible Course is starting on 

Tuesday 14 January and 
will run for twelve weeks. 
More information will be 
available soon. 

• Quiet Day – 18 January  

 


