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2 February 2020                             Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 

 

 
Follow  
us on 
Facebook 

Mass Times at Sacred Heart 
Sunday  2 February 9.00 am Louise Kouchler, Recently Deceased, RIP 

Margaret and Patrick Gibbons, Anniversary, RIP 

Tuesday 4 February 9.30 am Georgina Csobo, Recently Deceased, RIP 

Wednesday 5 February 9.30 am Service of the Word and Communion  

Friday 7 February 10.00 am Service of the Word and Communion  

 

Circle of Prayer for February              
All who are sick and their carers 

Accept the prayers we offer for our brothers 
and sisters who are ill, that they may be 
restored to fullness of health. We pray for 
doctors, nurses and all who care for the 
sick and the dying that they may bring 
Christ's love and compassion to all whom 
they care for.  
Amen. 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 

Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in 
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to 
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission 

Thank you for your 
contribution to the parish. 
For 26 January it was 
£238.50 and standing orders 
were £750.00.  
With thanks, Finance 
Committee. 

At the end of the fourth century, a woman named Etheria made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Her journal, discovered in 1887, 
gives an unprecedented glimpse of liturgical life there. Among the celebrations she describes is 
the Epiphany, the observance of Christ’s birth, and the gala procession in honour of his 
Presentation in the Temple, 40 days later. Under the Mosaic Law, a woman was ritually unclean 
for 40 days after childbirth, when she was to present herself to the priests and offer sacrifice for 
her purification. Contact with anyone who had brushed against mystery – birth or death – 
excluded a person from Jewish worship. This feast emphasises Jesus’ first appearance in the 
Temple more than Mary’s purification. 

The observance spread throughout the Western Church in the fifth and sixth centuries. Because 
the Church in the West celebrated Jesus’ birth on 25 December, the Presentation was moved to 
2 February, 40 days after Christmas. 

At the beginning of the eighth century, Pope Sergius inaugurated a candlelight procession. At the 
end of the same century the blessing and distribution of candles which continues to this day became part of the celebration, 
giving the feast its popular name: Candlemas. 

Reflection 

In Luke’s account, Jesus was welcomed in the temple by two elderly people, Simeon and the widow Anna. They embody 
Israel in their patient expectation, they acknowledge the infant Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah. Early references to the 
Roman feast dub it the feast of Saint Simeon, the old man who burst into a song of joy which the Church still sings at day’s 
end. 

Adapted from https://www.franciscanmedia.org  

Readers and Eucharistic Ministers 

Mass This Sunday, 
2 February 

Next Sunday, 
9 February 

1st Reading  Pauline Rowntree Suzanne Yates 
2nd Reading Una McAlinden Noelette Hanley 
Eucharistic 

Minister 
Clare Bevan  Catherine Davies 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Beatrice Perch  Maggie Dullaghan 
Driver William Doyle Louis Chadwick 

Continues Tuesday 4 February  
at 10.00 am and 7.45 pm 

 

YOU, THE BIBLE 
AND GOD’S BIG 
PLAN 
AN INSPIRATIONAL 
BIBLE COURSE 

 

There is an 
opportunity for prayer 
ministry straight after 
Mass this weekend. 
Please come forward 
to bring to the Lord 
your needs, and the 
team will pray with 
you.  
Always confidential. 



   
This group will meet again on 
19 February. Please contact 
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654. 

 

The sewing group will meet 
on 10 February from 2.00 pm 
till 4.00 pm. Contact Clare 
Bevan 01525 403 589. 

 

Everyone is welcome to 
come for tea and coffee 
after Sunday Mass. 

Mothers’ Prayers will next 
meet on Monday 3 
February at 7.30 pm at 80 
George Street, Maulden. 
You are very welcome to join us to 
pray for your family Intentions, in full 
confidentiality. Ring Sue Barley on 
01525 634186. We meet fortnightly.  

INFORMATION 
CONFESSION       
Confession will be at 8.30 am on 
Sundays and at 9.30 am on Fridays.  
PRAYER LINE              
Please ring for intercessory prayer on 
01525 634 186. We have some 
wonderful answers to prayers. Be 
assured of full confidentiality. 

CARDS, GIFTS, etc.                                  
Are available for sale in Sacred Heart 
church after Mass. All are priced. 
Please put money in the repository box 
at the back of the church. 
SAFEGUARDING                               
For information contact Paula Bates at 

 
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk 
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSE-
BOUND?                                     
Please let us know of anyone who 
needs a visit or requires Holy 
Communion at home. 

861 
949  
LITTLE ’UNS                                
Meet every Friday 10.30 am to 11.45 
am in term time, in the church hall. This 
is a group for babies and pre-
schoolers. For further information 
please contact Deacon Philip at 

 

MASS INTENTIONS                         
For Mass Intentions, contact Suzanne 
Yates who will arrange for Fr. John or 
another local priest to say a Mass. 

 

 

 

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday. 
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661; suz_yates@btinternet.com 

St Francis Pastoral Area Council 
Central Bedfordshire 

Contact Peter Leatherland or Deacon 
Philip if you wish to attend. 

 

Supporting 

Building 

Reaching 

Reconnecting 

When? 8 February  
10.00 am till 4.00 pm 
Where? Sacred Heart 

Church, Flitwick 

 
Saturday 15 February 
9.30 am to 11.00 am 

Join us for our regular men’s breakfast 
event. Bacon sandwiches, conversation, 
friendship. (Donation only £1) 

RETIRING COLLECTION FOR NORTHAMPTON DIOCESAN 
PRIESTS’ FUND ON 9 FEBRUARY 

The need to supporting our clergy is 
why we continue to ask for support. In 
addition, as there have been many 
new people join the parish since Together in Faith, it 
is only fair that we give these people a chance to 
contribute. Please be as generous as you can. 

BOOK CLUB 
Date of next meeting is: 

5 March at 7.30 pm 
We will discuss the book 
in the home of Ros Penn. 
The next book we have for 
you to read in preparation 
for Lent is: The Long Road 
to Heaven by Tim Heaton. 

Pray and Play  
at 

Sacred Heart 
 

Our sessions for 2020 are 
9 February – Ash Wednesday 

8 March – Lent and Easter 
17 May – Prayer Stations 

14 June – Summer Holidays 
starting at 2.00 pm for one hour. 

All children up to Year 6 are welcome. 
CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED   

Pray and Play  
 

Our first Pray and Play for 2020 was 
inspirational. We looked at the 
sacrament of baptism with the children. 
With the help of Deacon Philip the 
children discovered what their names 
meant. We made a bracelet of our 
names and wrote our names on paper. 
The older children helped the younger 
ones and there was a lovely atmosphere 
of camaraderie between the children 
and the adults. Later we went to the 
altar and Deacon Philip explained about 
baptism. We lit the Paschal candle and 
put our names around the baptismal 
font. We lit a little candle and said our 
prayer of thanksgiving. We listened to 
Charlotte read the story of Jesus’s 
baptism to us all. 
Our next session is on 9 February when 
we will look at Ash Wednesday and 
Lent. 

Suzanne Yates 

FEAST OF ST AGATHA – 5 FEBRUARY 
We have little reliable information about this 
martyr who has been honoured since ancient 
times, and whose name is 
included in the canon of the 
Mass. Young, beautiful and 
rich, Agatha lived a life 
consecrated to God. When 
Decius announced the edicts 
against Christians, the 
magistrate Quinctianus tried to profit by 
Agatha’s sanctity; he planned to blackmail her 
into sex in exchange for not charging her. 
Handed over to a brothel, she refused to 
accept customers. After rejecting 
Quinctianus’s advances, she was beaten, 
imprisoned, tortured, her breasts were 
crushed and cut off. She told the judge, ‘Cruel 
man, have you forgotten your mother and the 
breast that nourished you, that you dare to 
mutilate me this way?’ One version has it that 
Saint Peter healed her. She was then 
imprisoned again, then rolled on live coals; 
when she was near death, an earthquake 
stuck. In the destruction that followed, a 
friend of the magistrate was crushed, and the 
magistrate fled. Agatha thanked God for an 
end to her pain, and died. 
Legend says that carrying her veil, taken from 
her tomb in Catania, in procession has 
averted eruptions of Mount Etna. Her 
intercession is reported to have saved Malta 
from Turkish invasion in 1551.  

Adapted from http://catholicsaints.info 

 

 

 


