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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 29 December it was
£364.70 and standing orders
were £750.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee

THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY – 5 JANUARY
Today’s Gospel is taken from Matthew 2: 1-12
The infancy narratives of Matthew are to be studied in light of the two readings
preceding them.
The birth of Jesus is such a momentous occasion that even non-Jews are
intent on paying homage. The Gentiles are symbolised by the Magi (wise
men) from the East.
That the newborn child is to be king is not in any doubt: ‘Where is the infant
king of the Jews?’ Bethlehem is designated as the birthplace of the Messiah,
as the quotation from the prophet Micah indicates.
The wise men go to Bethlehem, find Jesus and pay him homage, presenting their gifts. The gold represents
kingship, frankincense, holiness; these are related to the prophesy of Isaiah. The myrrh represents the moment
of Jesus’s death and is the first hint that the joy of this new birth is tempered by the shadow of the death that will
be the outcome of his Messiahship.
So, on this feast of Epiphany, Jesus is shown to be the Christ for all nations. All may share in the salvation that is
offered by the newborn king.
Adapted from The Word of God – Year A, by Robin Cooper

YOU THE BIBLE
AND GOD’S BIG
PLAN

Readers and Eucharistic Ministers
Mass
st

1 Reading
nd
2 Reading
Eucharistic
Minister
Eucharistic
Minister
Driver

This Sunday,
5 January
Pat Crowe
Ann Leatherland
Anne Gadsden
Jane Crow
Louis Chadwick

Next Sunday,
12 January
Catherine Davies
Brendan Spillane
John Flanagan
Hilary Brennan
C./J. Gallagher

AN INSPIRATIONAL
BIBLE COURSE
BOOK + DVD

Starts Tuesday 14 January at 10.15 am
and 7.45 pm

Mass Times at Sacred Heart
Mikey McMahon, Anniversary, RIP and
Gerard Harte, Recently Deceased, RIP

Sunday

5 January

9.00 am

Tuesday

7 January

9.30 am Mary Keaton, Christmas Intentions

Wednesday

8 January

9.30 am Service of the Word and Communion

Friday

10 January 10.00 am Brian Gardener, Recently Deceased, RIP

Circle of Prayer for January
Peace on Earth

O Almighty God, turn, we pray, the
hearts of all peoples and their rulers,
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit,
peace may be established among all
nations on the foundation of justice,
righteousness and truth, through your
son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

You will be my witnesses to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8 We are shown what it
means to live in relation to God and each other through a relationship with Christ.

Blessing Your Home
There is an ancient tradition of blessing
Christian homes at Epiphany, asking
God’s blessing on all who live in the
home in the coming year. We mark
above the door in
chalk
‘20+C+M+B+20’.
This includes the
year (2020) and
the initials of the
names given to
the three wise
people who
brought gifts to
Jesus in his first
home: C for Caspar, M for Melchior, B
for Balthasar. If you cannot write above
your door you might display this sheet
somewhere in your home.
The three initials, C-M-B, also stand for
the three words of a Latin prayer
Christus Mansionem Benedicat
May Christ bless this home
Please take a sheet home with all the
prayers and remember to bless your
home for 2020.
COLLECTION FOR THE W HITE FLOWER
APPEAL NEXT SUNDAY,
12 JANUARY 220
The Society for the Protection of Unborn
Children (SPUC) will be holding its
appeal next weekend. SPUC defends
and upholds the sanctity of
human life from
conception until
natural death. The
society's work covers a wide
spectrum of pro-life, pro-family
issues. It seeks to protect unborn
children from abortion and defends the
disabled, elderly and incapacitated from
euthanasia and assisted suicide. SPUC
also provides trained speakers for
schools and offers pro-life support for
teachers, parents and medical
professionals.
Please give generously to this worthy
cause

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
18 to 25 January
Opening Service
at St Peter and St Pauls Flitwick
on Sunday 19 January at 6.30 pm
All Welcome
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
suz_yates@btinternet.com

The Wisdom of
St Benedict
Exploring the
hallmarks of
Benedictine
Spirituality

Annual Quiet day
18 January
10.00 am till 3.00 pm
For our Quiet Day there is no need to
book or reserve a time, just come along,
there will be plenty of space for
everyone to take part.
Guides will be on hand during the day to
help you plan your path through the
stations and around the church.
Enjoy a cup of tea or coffee to start or
end your visit. For more information on
the day speak to Ros Penn, Bernice
Banks, Myriam Rincon or Deacon Philip.
Feast of St Raymond of Peñafort
7January
He was born near
Barcelona somewhere
between 1175 and 1180.
He was educated at the
University of Barcelona,
where he taught canon law
for fifteen years. After a
spell at the University of
Bologna he returned to Barcelona in
1222 and became a Dominican. At the
command of Pope Gregory IX he
organised, codified and edited canon
law, which, when he started, was
nothing better than a chaotic
accumulation of isolated decrees. He
was elected to be General of the
Dominicans and gave it an excellent set
of regulations for its better governance.
He died in 1275. Among his works, the
Summa casuum is noteworthy. This
gives guidance as to how the sacrament
of Penance may be administered justly
and with benefit to the penitent.
Adapted from Universalis Calendar

Pray and Play
at

Sacred Heart
Our first session for 2020 will be
12 January - Baptism
starting at 2.00 pm for one hour.
We will talk about our baptism and our
names and make a name tag.
All children up to Year 6 are welcome.
C HILDREN MUST BE ACCOM PANIED
BY AN ADULT

I NFORM ATION
CONFESSION
Confession will be at 8.30 am on
Sundays and at 9.30 am on Fridays.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer on
01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
CARDS, GIFTS, etc.
Are available for sale in Sacred Heart
church after Mass. All are priced.
Please put money in the repository box
at the back of the church.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates at
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit or requires Holy
Communion at home.

861
949
LITTLE ’UNS
Meet every Friday 10.30 am to 11.45
am in term time, in the church hall.
This is a group for babies and preschoolers. For further information
please contact Deacon Philip at
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, contact Suzanne
Yates who will arrange for Fr. John or
another local priest to say a Mass.

Everyone is welcome to
come for tea and coffee
after Sunday Mass.
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Monday 6 January
at 7.30 pm at 80 George
Street, Maulden. You are
very welcome to join us to pray for
your family Intentions, in full
confidentiality. Ring Sue Barley on
01525 634186. We meet fortnightly.
The sewing group will meet
on 13 January from 2.00 pm
till 4.00 pm. Contact Clare
Bevan 01525 403 589.

This group will meet again on
15 January. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

