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Second Sunday of Year A
Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission
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Facebook
Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton

Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Parish Priest, Father John Danford sacredheartlb@btinternet.com, 01525 372 321
Parish Deacon, Deacon Philip Pugh deaconphilip@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk, 07711 953 926
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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 12 January it was £317
and the second collection
was£180.80 and standing
orders were £750.00.
With thanks

JO HN

Today’s Gospel is from John 1:29-34
There are one or two unique features in John's account of the relationship
between John the Baptist and Jesus. The role of John the Baptist has
changed. He is portrayed as the chief witness to the identity of Jesus. The
actual baptism of Jesus is not recorded in the fourth Gospel. Rather the
‘baptism’ of Jesus is told by the Baptist as a witness to what had happened.
The unique features in the story are:
1. John testifies to the role of Jesus as ‘the lamb of God that takes away
the sin of the world’.
2. His whole purpose in baptising people was a preparation for showing
Jesus as the chosen one, the Messiah.
3. John bears witness that he had seen the Holy Spirit descend like a dove and rest on Jesus. Certainly this
is not the case in the other Gospels.
It is as if the Evangelist is writing a commentary, not only on the story of Jesus' baptism but the purpose behind
it, leading to the claim that, at last, the ‘Chosen One’ has arrived.
Adapted from The Word of God – Year A, by Robin Cooper
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This Sunday,
19 January
Dee Brady
Siobhan Campbell
Ros Penn
Adrian Hamilton
David Toland

Next Sunday,
26 January
Michael Burgess
Emma Burgess
Helen Burgess
Don Perrett
Kate Mansford

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
18 to 25 January
Opening Service at St Peter and St Pauls Flitwick
TODAY Sunday 19 January at 6.30 pm
All Welcome
The lucky winners from the draw on 9 January are
1st – Lorette Coules, 2nd – Sue Norman and 3rd – Gerald Watson

Mass Times at Sacred Heart
Sunday

19 January

Tuesday

21 January

Wednesday

22 January

Friday

Margaret Joyce, Recently Deceased, RIP and
Evelyn Forrest, Anniversary, RIP
Private Intentions and
9.30 am
Kevin O’Carroll, Recently Deceased, RIP
9.00 am

9.30 am Service of the Word and Communion

24 January 10.00 am

Patrick Boyle, Recently Deceased, RIP and
George Saunders, Anniversary, RIP

Circle of Prayer for January
Peace on Earth

O Almighty God, turn, we pray, the
hearts of all peoples and their rulers,
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit,
peace may be established among all
nations on the foundation of justice,
righteousness and truth, through your
son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

You will be my witnesses to the ends of the earth, Acts 1:8 We are shown what it
means to live in relation to God and each other through a relationship with Christ.
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Continues Tuesday 21 January
at 10.15 am and 7.45 pm
We welcome Elijah, son of
Maureen and John McNeil,
who will be baptised into the
Catholic community today,
19 January.
We ask the parish to pray for him and
his family on this special day, and wish
Jack and his family all God's blessings
on their journey of faith.
St Francis Pastoral Area Council
Central Bedfordshire
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When? 8 February
10.00 am till 4.00 pm
Where? Sacred Heart
Church, Flitwick
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Contact Peter Leatherland or Deacon
Philip if you are interested in attending.
B APTISM PREPARATION
C OURSE FOR NEW PARENTS
The next baptism preparation
classes will be held on Saturdays
25 January and 1 February, starting at 10.00
am for one hour in the St Francis Suite.
The parish encourages all new parents
asking for baptism of their child, to attend.
We also welcome parents who may wish to
renew their preparation for baptism as their
families grow larger. Asking for baptism for
your child is the start of your child's
sacramental journey in the Church.
The sessions look at your role in the
development of your child's faith, what you
ask of the Church and the promises you make
on behalf of your child.
We look forward to seeing you and your
family. Godparents and grandparents
are welcome to join us.

Once again your generosity has allowed us to
make another charitable donation. £100.00
was donated to the Winter Night Shelter,
Milton Keynes – another worthy cause. Many
thanks to all concerned – customers and
helpers – we couldn't do it without you!!

Feast of St Francis de Sales
(1567-1622) – 24 January
He was born near Annecy, in
Savoy, studied the law, and
was ordained to the
priesthood despite the
opposition of his father. His
first mission was to re-evangelise the people
of his home district (the Chablais), who had
gone over to Calvinism. Always in danger of
his life from hostile Calvinists, he preached
with such effectiveness that after four years
most of the people had returned to the
Church. He was then appointed bishop of
Geneva, and spent the rest of his life
reforming and reorganising the diocese, and
caring for the souls of his people by preaching
and spiritual guidance.
St Francis taught that we can all attain a
devout and spiritual life, whatever our
position in society; holiness is not reserved for
monks and hermits alone. His wrote that
‘religious devotion does not destroy: it
perfects’, and his spiritual counsel is dedicated
to making people more holy by making them
more themselves. In his preaching against
Calvinism he was driven by love rather than a
desire to win, so much so that it was a
Calvinist minister who said if we honoured
anyone as a saint, I know of no-one since the
days of the Apostles more worthy of it than
this man.
St Francis is the patron saint of writers and
journalists, who would do well to imitate his
love and his moderation. As he said, ‘whoever
wants to preach effectively must preach with
love’.
Taken from Universalis Calendar App

We are now at the end of the current
100 Club Draw year and subscriptions
are due for renewal on 1 February 2020
I will be contacting all members directly
about renewing.
New members are always welcome and
if any parishioners would like to join this
parish fundraising scheme, then please
contact me for application forms. This
also applies to any current member who
wishes to take out additional numbers.
My email is pjleatherland@gmail.com or
mobile 07879 442666.
Over the years, we have raised over
£3,300 primarily toward the ongoing
refurbishment and future development of
the St Francis Suite.
The PPC thanks all those for their
ongoing support to their parish.
Peter Leatherland
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
suz_yates@btinternet.com

I NFORM ATION
CONFESSION
Confession will be at 8.30 am on
Sundays and at 9.30 am on Fridays.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer on
01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
CARDS, GIFTS, etc.
Are available for sale in Sacred Heart
church after Mass. All are priced.
Please put money in the repository box
at the back of the church.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates at
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit or requires Holy
Communion at home.

861
949
LITTLE ’UNS
Meet every Friday 10.30 am to 11.45
am in term time, in the church hall.
This is a group for babies and preschoolers. For further information
please contact Deacon Philip at
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, contact Suzanne
Yates who will arrange for Fr. John or
another local priest to say a Mass.

Everyone is welcome to
come for tea and coffee
after Sunday Mass.
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Monday 20
January at 7.30 pm at Ros
Penn’s house. You are
very welcome to join us to pray for
your family Intentions, in full
confidentiality. Ring Sue Barley on
01525 634186. We meet fortnightly.
The sewing group will meet
on 27 January from 2.00 pm
till 4.00 pm. Contact Clare
Bevan 01525 403 589.

This group will meet again on
19 February. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

