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Third Sunday of Year A
Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission
Follow
us on
Facebook
Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton

Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Parish Priest, Father John Danford sacredheartlb@btinternet.com, 01525 372 321
Parish Deacon, Deacon Philip Pugh deaconphilip@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk, 07711 953 926
Pastoral Administrator, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 19 January it was
£331.40 and standing orders
were £750.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

THE CALL OF THE DISCIPLES
Today’s Gospel is taken from Matthew 4:12-23
Matthew sets the beginning of Jesus' ministry in Galilee. He does this by employing a
favourite technique of fulfilling prophecy. This time the prophecy is from Isaiah and
concerns the people in darkness seeing a great light. Jesus is that light and those
illuminated by this light are the people who live in the region of Galilee, the territory of
Herod Antipas.
The opening words of Jesus' mission are ‘Repent for the kingdom of heaven is close
at hand’. Jesus calls for people to change the direction of their lives for this is what
the word ‘repent’ means; to undergo a transformation of character and turn to God.
The first action of Jesus was to call disciples to follow him. The first four were Simon Peter and his brother Andrew,
and the brothers James and John. In Matthew's account the four respond immediately to the authority of Jesus.
Disciples are still called today. The word ‘vocation’ means ‘calling’. Vocation can be understood in two ways. First of
all it applies to those who have responded to the call to be clergy or religious. These people are required to make
some sacrifices.
Vocation must also be seen in a wider sense. Every Christian has a vocation which is to be expressed through
different aspects of life. Christianity always involves the fulfilling of vocation.
Adapted from The Word of God – Year A, by Robin Cooper
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This Sunday,
26 January
Michael Burgess
Emma Burgess
Helen Burgess
Don Perrett
Kate Mansford

Please Note, Fr. John will say Mass on
Wednesday 29 January instead of 28 January.
There will be Service of the Word on 28 January.

Next Sunday,
2 February
Pauline Rowntree
Una McAlinden
Myriam Rincon
Carlos Rincon
William Doyle

Mass Times at Sacred Heart
Sunday

26 January

9.00 am Patsy Clancy, Recently Deceased, RIP

Tuesday

28 January

9.30 am Service of the Word and Communion

Wednesday

29 January

9.30 am John Crilly, RIP

Friday

31 January 10.00 am Intentions of the Dix Family
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Continues
Tuesday 28
January at
10.00 am and
7.45 pm

Circle of Prayer for January
Peace on Earth

O Almighty God, turn, we pray, the
hearts of all peoples and their rulers,
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit,
peace may be established among all
nations on the foundation of justice,
righteousness and truth, through your
son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

You will be my witnesses to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8 We are shown what it
means to live in relation to God and each other through a relationship with Christ.
BOOK CLUB
Date of next meeting is:
On 5 March at 7.30 pm to
discuss the book in the
home of Ros Penn.
The next book we have for you to read
in preparation for Lent is: The Long
Road to Heaven by Tim Heaton.
BAPTISM PREPARATION
COURSE FOR NEW PARENTS
Session two of the baptism
preparation class will be held
on Saturday 1 February,
starting at 10.00 am for one hour in the
St Francis Suite.
St Francis Pastoral Area Council
Central Bedfordshire
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When? 8 February
10.00 am till 4.00 pm
Where? Sacred Heart
Church, Flitwick
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Contact Peter Leatherland or Deacon
Philip if you are interested in attending

We are now at the end of the current 100 Club
Draw year and subscriptions are due for renewal
on 1 February 2020
I will be contacting all members directly about
renewing.
New members are always welcome and if any
parishioners would like to join this parish
fundraising scheme, then please contact me for
application forms. This also applies to any current
member who wishes to take out additional
numbers. My email is pjleatherland@gmail.com
or mobile 07879 442666.
Over the years, we have raised over £3,300
primarily toward the ongoing refurbishment and
future development of the St Francis Suite.
The PPC thanks all those for their ongoing
support to their parish.
Peter Leatherland

Saturday 15 February
9.30 am to 11.00 am

Join us for our regular men’s breakfast event.
Bacon sandwiches, conversation, friendship.
(Suggested donation only £1.)

F EAST OF S T T HO MAS A QU INAS
28 J ANU ARY
Thomas was born of a noble family in
southern Italy and
educated by the
Benedictines. In the
normal course of
events he would have
joined that order and
taken up a position
suitable to his rank, but
he decided to become
a Dominican. His family were so
scandalised by this ‘disreputable’ plan
that they kidnapped him and kept him
prisoner for over a year; but he was
obstinate, and he had his way at last.
He studied in Paris and in Cologne
under the great philosopher St Albert
the Great. A time of great philosophical
ferment; the writings of Aristotle, the
greatest philosopher of the ancient
world, had been newly rediscovered,
and were becoming available to people
in the West for the first time in a
thousand years. Many feared that
Aristotelianism was flatly contradictory
to Christianity, and the teaching of
Aristotle was banned in many
universities at this time.
Into this chaos Thomas brought simple,
straightforward sense. Truth cannot
contradict truth: if Aristotle (the great,
infallible pagan philosopher) appears to
contradict Christianity (which we know
by faith to be true), then either Aristotle
is wrong or the contradiction is in fact
illusory. And so Thomas studied and
taught and argued, and eventually the
simple, commonsense philosophy that
he fashioned brought an end to the
controversy. Out of his work came
many writings on philosophy and
theology including the dazzling poetry
of the liturgy for Corpus Christi.
Let us pray for the Holy Spirit to inspire
us, like St Thomas, to love God with our
minds as well as our hearts; and if we
come across a fact or a teaching that
seems to us to contradict our faith, let
us not reject it but investigate it. The
truth that it contains can never
contradict the truth that is God.

I NFORM ATION
CONFESSION
Confession will be at 8.30 am on
Sundays and at 9.30 am on Fridays.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer on
01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
CARDS, GIFTS, etc.
Are available for sale in Sacred Heart
church after Mass. All are priced.
Please put money in the repository box
at the back of the church.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates at
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit or requires Holy
Communion at home.

861
949
LITTLE ’UNS
Meet every Friday 10.30 am to 11.45
am in term time, in the church hall.
This is a group for babies and preschoolers. For further information
please contact Deacon Philip at
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, contact Suzanne
Yates who will arrange for Fr. John or
another local priest to say a Mass.

Everyone is welcome to
come for tea and coffee
after Sunday Mass.
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Monday 3
February at 7.30 pm at 80
George Street, Maulden.
You are very welcome to join us to
pray for your family Intentions, in full
confidentiality. Ring Sue Barley on
01525 634186. We meet fortnightly.

Adapted from Calendar app by Universalis

Thank you to all who have donated used ink
cartridges and old mobile phones. These have
recently been cashed in and have raised
almost £70. We are still collecting!

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday. Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
suz_yates@btinternet.com

The sewing group will meet
on 27 January from 2.00 pm
till 4.00 pm. Contact Clare
Bevan 01525 403 589.

This group will meet again on
19 February. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

