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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 9 February it was
£277.40 and standing orders
were £750.00.
The second collection was
£293.90.

THE LAW HAS NOT BEEN CHANGED, IT HAS BEEN FULFILLED
MATTHEW 5: 17-37

ASHES FOR ASH
WEDNESDAY

The first part of the Sermon on the Mount, after the Beatitudes, compares and contrasts the virtue
expected of the Christian Community over and against that of the Pharisees and Scribes. This
comparison is shown in six antitheses in chapter 5 (four this week
and two next week), where the Law is looked at on the deeper level
of motive.
By way of introduction Matthew makes it clear that Jesus has not
come to change the Law but to fulfil it. This means attending to the
motive and not just obeying the Law blindly.
First of all, the Law said that you must not kill but mindful that a
major motive behind the taking of another's life is anger, Jesus
forbids anger also and commends continual reconciliation.
Regarding the question of adultery, again an offence of the Law, the whole motive of lustful sexual
desire or thought is considered in the same light.
On the question of divorce, the Law said that it was allowable with a writ of dismissal. But now
there is no divorce allowed except for the case of adultery (a clause which the Church does not
consider to be the words of Jesus but an exception in Matthew's Jewish – Christian community,
following the strict interpretation of the Law at that time).
Finally, not only must you keep your oath but also it is better not to swear oaths in the first place.
As followers of Christ it should be enough to say ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ and keep your word.

The ashes for Ash
Wednesday are made
from
burning
the palms
given out
on Palm
Sunday
the year
before. Deacon Philip
wants to make the
ashes this year, and
asks everyone to return
their palms to the
church by 23 February
so they can be
rendered into ash.
Please place your
palms in the basket in
the foyer.

Taken from The Year of the Word by Robin Cooper

Readers and Eucharistic Ministers
Mass
st

1 Reading
nd
2 Reading
Eucharistic
Minister
Eucharistic
Minister
Driver

This Sunday,
16 February
Alison Braniff
Martin Brennan
Carlos Rincon
Myriam Rincon
Kate Mansford

Next Sunday,
23 February
Ann Leatherland
Noreen Weighell
Helen Wilson
Nicky Paterson
David Toland

Mass Times at Sacred Heart
James Hewitt, Recently Deceased, RIP
Intentions of Klara Eves

Sunday

16 February

9.00 am

Tuesday

18 February

9.30 am Service of the Word and Communion

Wednesday

19 February

9.30 am Service of the Word and Communion

Friday

21 February 10.00 am

Peggy Thomas, Anniversary, RIP
Ester Rincon, Anniversary, RIP

Y OU , THE B IBL E
A ND G OD ’ S B IG
P L AN
A N INS PIRATIONAL
B IBLE COU RSE

Continues Tuesday 26 February
at 10.00 am and 7.45 pm
Circle of Prayer for February
All who are sick and their carers
Accept the prayers we offer for our brothers
and sisters who are ill, that they may be
restored to fullness of health. We pray for
doctors, nurses and all who care for the
sick and the dying that they may bring
Christ's love and compassion to all whom
they care for.
Amen

I NFORM ATION
BOOK CLUB
Date of next meeting is
5 March at 7.30 pm in the
home of Ros Penn.
The next book we have for you
to read in preparation for Lent is The
Long Road to Heaven by Tim Heaton.
FEAST OF ST PETER DAMIAN
21 FEBRUARY
Peter escaped poverty and the neglect of his
own brother when his
other brother, who was
archpriest of Ravenna,
took him under his
wing. His brother sent
him to good schools
and Peter became a
professor.
Already in those days,
Peter was very strict with himself. He wore a
hair shirt under his clothes, fasted rigorously
and spent many hours in prayer. Soon, he
decided to leave his teaching and give himself
completely to prayer with the Benedictines of
the reform of Saint Romuald at Fonte
Avellana. They lived two monks to a
hermitage.
Peter became abbot and he founded five
other hermitages. He encouraged his brothers
in a life of prayer and solitude and wanted
nothing more for himself. The Holy See
periodically called on him, to be a peacemaker
or troubleshooter, between two abbeys in
dispute or a cleric or government official in
some disagreement with Rome.
Finally, Pope Stephen IX made Peter the
cardinal – bishop of Ostia. He worked hard 1.
to wipe out simony, the buying of church
offices and encouraged his priests to observe
celibacy and urged even the diocesan clergy to
live together and maintain scheduled prayer
and religious observance. He wished to
restore primitive discipline among religious
and priests, warning against needless travel,
violations of poverty, and too comfortable
living.
He wrote many letters. We also have 53 of his
sermons and seven biographies that he wrote.
He preferred examples and stories rather than
theory in his writings.
He often asked to be allowed to retire as
cardinal – bishop of Ostia, and finally Pope
Alexander II consented. Peter was happy to
become once again just a monk, but he was
still called to serve as a papal legate. When
returning from such an assignment in
Ravenna, he was overcome by a fever. With
the monks gathered around him, he died on
22 February, 1072.
In 1828, he was declared a Doctor of the
Church.
Adapted from https://www.franciscanmedia.org

CONFESSION
Confession will be at 8.30 am on
Sundays and at 9.30 am on Fridays.

St Francis Pastoral Area Council
Central Bedfordshire

Last Saturday, Sacred Heart played
host to 60 visitors from across the
diocese. We got together with
parishioners and clergy from Dunstable,
Biggleswade, Shefford and Leighton
Buzzard to talk through how to
strengthen our Church and prepare for
the future in advance of a meeting with
the new Bishop in March. We reflected
on all the gifts we have in our parish
and celebrated our volunteers and
supportive and welcoming community.
A big thank you to all the parishioners
who came, to Peter for organising the
day, to Catherine for guiding us through
the discussion and to Grace, Margaret,
Rose, Beatrice and Suzanne for
providing a wonderful shared lunch.

PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer on
01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
CARDS, GIFTS, etc.
Are available for sale in Sacred Heart
church after Mass. All are priced.
Please put money in the repository box
at the back of the church.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates at
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit or requires Holy
Communion at home.

By Roger Wilshaw

C OR ONAVI RUS
I M PORTANT N O TICE FRO M THE
B ISHO PS ’ C O NFERENCE OF E NG LAND
AND W ALES
Due to the concern
regarding the spread of
the Coronavirus, the
bishops have issued a
number of statements including the
following about receiving communion.
Ask anyone with cold or flu symptoms to
refrain from taking communion from the
Chalice and receive the host on the
hand only. (We should be doing this
anyway, every flu season.)
For more information visit the
website https://www.cbcew

The latest draw took place on 9 February and
the lucky winners were
First.
Fr. John Danford
Second.
Jacqueline Raftery and
Third.
Pauline Nicholson.
The new 100 Club has started and thank you
to all who have renewed their membership.
There are still a few renewals to come so
please pay these are soon as you can. All
these funds will be put to good use in the
refurbishment of the St Francis Suite.
If anyone would like to join the 100 Club,
please get in touch with Peter Leatherland.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
suz_yates@btinternet.com

861
949
LITTLE ’UNS
Meet every Friday 10.30 am to 11.45
am in term time, in the church hall. This
is a group for babies and preschoolers. For further information
please contact Deacon Philip at
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, contact Suzanne
Yates who will arrange for Fr. John or
another local priest to say a Mass.

Everyone is welcome to
come for tea and coffee
after Sunday Mass.
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Monday 17
February at 7.30 pm at 80
George Street, Maulden.
You are very welcome to join us to
pray for your family Intentions, in full
confidentiality. Ring Sue Barley on
01525 634186. We meet fortnightly.
The sewing group will meet
on 24 February from 2.00 pm
till 4.00 pm. Contact Clare
Bevan 01525 403 589.

This group will meet again on
19 February. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

