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CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR MAY – COMMUNICATIONS 
Dear Lord, we thank you for the unprecedented advances in 
the networks of communication particularly at this time when 
we cannot meet in church, and pray that we make the most of 
the opportunities they present for encounter and solidarity, and 
to spread your Gospel to the ends of the earth. Amen 

GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY  

Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in 
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to 
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission 

Thank you for your 
contribution to the parish. 
For 26 April standing orders 
were £790.00.  

With thanks, Finance 
Committee. 

Mass Intentions, please pray for … 
Sunday Anne and Joe McGovern, RIP 

Tuesday 5 May Maureen Herlihy, Anniversary, RIP 

Friday 8 May For the Intentions of All Affected by  
COVID-19 

 
 

John 10:1-10  
This week the Gospel reading is taken from the tenth chapter of John's Gospel, 
the major theme of which is that Jesus is the Good Shepherd. In this role he 
cares for his people. He protects them even at the cost of his own life.  
The concept of the Good Shepherd is preceded in today's extract with the idea 
of Jesus being the gate of the sheepfold. 
The image drawn is not a simple one. A person who does not enter the sheep 
pen through the gate, but some other way, is a criminal and the sheep take no 
notice. The shepherd alone knows the sheep and leads them. 
As the entrance to the sheepfold, Jesus contrasts himself with the Pharisees 
who lead the people astray. The only effective leaders for the people are those 
who come through Christ. This is not the easiest symbolism but it does 
summarise the role of Jesus. All who would receive salvation do so through, 
with, and in him. 

Adapted from The Word of God – Year A by Robin Cooper 

 
 

We will say the rosary, though Zoom at these times:- 
✟ Tuesday, Friday and Sunday at 9.00 am, after we 

have said the morning prayer together 
✟ On Monday and Thursday at 7.30 pm, to give the 

opportunity for those working or caring to take part 
✟ Wednesday at 9.00 am 
✟ On Saturday, the day of the week set aside for 

devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, we will offer the 
Angelus and the rosary at 12 midday. 

We need a number of people to volunteer to lead the 
rosary on Monday (evening), Wednesday (morning), 
Thursday (evening) and Saturday at midday.  
Let Suzanne know you are willing and we will provide 
you with details of the short scripture text and short 
reflection to accompany each day. 

 

 
Our next session for 2020 will be  

17 May – Pentecost 

All children up to Year 6 are welcome. 
WE WILL BE MEETING BY ZOOM. 

YOU WILL BE SENT NECESSARY MATERIALS AND 
HOW TO ACCESS ZOOM BEFORE THE DAY. 



Fr. John’s Homily for Fourth Sunday of Easter 
In the first reading from today’s Mass, the Acts of the Apostles, St Peter warns the crowd to save 
themselves from ‘this perverse generation’, but it seems to me, that from a certain point of view, there has 
never been a time when people haven’t lived to some degree with a ‘perverse generation’, as many 
preachers over the years have been quick to point out! Hence, much of the time, whatever the ‘perverse 
generation’ is extant at that time, will be in line for some sort of Divine punishment.  

Recently, someone remarked to me that the present pandemic was a ‘punishment from God’ on the 
waywardness of humanity. It struck me that this was a very Old Testament way of understanding the ways 
of the Divine. I suppose it all goes back to Noah’s flood, and also to the ten plagues visited upon the 
Egyptians, especially the tenth, the slaughter of the first born, which finally persuaded Pharaoh to free the 
Hebrews. 

Recently, two films have been shown on the TV recalling these events: Cecil B DeMille’s worthy 
Behemoth ‘The Ten Commandments’, and Ridley Scott’s more recent effort ‘Exodus, Gods and Kings’. 
Interestingly, in both films the directors try to water down God’s responsibility for that last, ruthless and 
devastating plague, in both cases suggesting that Rameses threatened to kill the first born of the Hebrews 
first, thus bringing on himself and his nation the punishment he intended for the Hebrews. It was like God 
was saying: ‘It’s your own fault, it was your idea first!’ Sadly, the book of Exodus offers no such Christian 
gloss on proceedings – it was definitely God’s idea from the start. 

One of the reasons that Jesus came was to correct this misconception of God, although the history of the 
Jewish people leading up to the birth of Christ gently and gradually offered its own adjustments. But we 
should know better in any case, these disasters when they come, like the Boxing Day tsunami in 2004, 
which took over a quarter of a million lives, are very ‘untargeted’: if God really wanted to condemn ‘this 
perverse generation’ in this way, he chooses very haphazard methods which afflict the good and the bad, 
the young and the old, the rich and the poor, alike. 

I am more inclined to blame Mother Nature than poor old God. She has had to look on as humanity has 
ravaged the eco-systems of the planet as though there could be no serious consequences, but there are 
always repercussions for our selfishness and lack of vision. Pandemics are nothing new, of course. They 
could be understood simply as an instrument for redressing the balance, a way of putting the brakes on 
humanity before we do irreversible damage. And we should not fool ourselves: this may not be the last 
pandemic, and the next might be even less discriminating than Covid 19. 

Perhaps humanity will at last learn from the lessons of history (I know what some of you are thinking: the 
one lesson from history that humanity has learnt is that humanity never learns from the lessons of history!) 
So we must finish on a more positive note: in the Gospel Jesus presents himself as – initially – the Gate 
into the sheepfold. That is a way we must all pass through, as individuals, as families, as a Church, and 
as members of the human race. It is the way of service, forgiveness and compassion. And is the way of 
seeing ourselves as God sees us, as worth loving, even to the extent of giving himself up to death for us. 
At times like this it might be easy to feel anger at the human race, like the God of Exodus with Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians, but this is not the God as revealed by Jesus, and therein lies our hope. 

 

 

 



  

The sewing group is postponed until 
further notice due to Covid-19. 
For details, phone Hilary 
Brennan on 01525 717 919.  

Mothers’ Prayers will next 
meet on Tuesday 5 May at 
7.30 pm by Zoom. Ring Sue 
Barley on 01525 634186. We meet 
weekly at this time.  

INFORMATION 
CONFESSION       
Confessions have been suspended 
until further notice. 
PRAYER LINE              
Please ring for intercessory prayer 
on 01525 634 186. We have some 
wonderful answers to prayers. Be 
assured of full confidentiality. 

SAFEGUARDING                               
For information contact Paula Bates 

CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk 
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSE-
BOUND?                                     
Please let us know of anyone who 
needs a visit or requires Holy 
Communion at home. See box on left 
for hospital contacts. 

861 949 
 

LITTLE ’UNS                                
This has been postponed for the time 
being.  

MASS INTENTIONS                         
For Mass Intentions, contact 
Suzanne Yates who will arrange for 
Fr. John or another local priest to say 
a Mass. 

 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid, 
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God goes with you wherever you 
go (Joshua 1:9). 

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday. 
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661; 

smyates47@gmail.com 

This group will meet again on 
20 May. Please contact Nicky 
Paterson on 01525 750 654. 

 

 

Let us Pray … TOGETHER 
Our open prayer sessions on Zoom 
each week. To access click this link   
https://zoom.us/j/9974164533 (you may 
need to copy and paste it and put it into your 
browser). Email Suzanne for the password. 
✟ Sunday – 9.00 am Morning 

Prayer of the Church 
✟ Tuesday  – 9.00 am Morning 

Prayer of the Church 
✟ Friday – 9.00 am Morning Prayer 

of the Church 
Fr. John has made a YouTube video of 
his homily. You can see it by clicking 
the YouTube button on the 
first page of our website. 
The button looks like this: 

 
Our exercise continues this week. 
Don’t agonise over it. It’s designed 
to be helpful, but not add any stress 
in this difficult time. 
This week’s activity … 
A Day in Your Life 
Write how you spend one of your 
days this week, as if it were to be 
published in the bulletin. 

Feast of The English Martyrs – 4 May 
The feast of the English Martyrs is 
celebrated on 4 
May. The 40 
martyrs, 
canonised 
under Paul VI 
in 1973,  and 
previously celebrated on 25 October, 
are celebrated with the 85 beatified 
martyrs of the Reformation and the 
other martyrs of the 16th and 17th 
century. The feast coincides with the 
Church of England celebration of 
English saints and martyrs of the 
Reformation. 
These are a significant group of saints 
in British Catholicism and include St 
Margaret Clitherow, the butcher’s wife 
from York who became a Catholic at the 
age of 18 and was arrested for 
harbouring a priest. She was crushed to 
death under a large door loaded with 
weights. St John Haughton, St Robert 
Lawrence, St Augustine Webster, and 
St Richard Reynolds were Carthusian 
monks executed at Tyburn on 4 May 
1535. 
St Cuthbert Mayne, another martyr, was 
a young man from Devon who went to 
St John’s College, Oxford in the late 
1500s, where he met St Edmund 
Campion and eventually became a 
Catholic. 
Fearing arrest after a letter from 
Gregory Martin addressed to him ended 
up in the hands of the Bishop of 
London, Cuthbert fled to Cornwall. From 
here he fled to the English College at 
Douai and was ordained a priest. He 
returned to the English mission and was 
discovered, tried at Launceston and 
sentenced to be hanged, drawn and 
quartered. 

Adapted from http://www.catholicherald.co.uk 

 

Dispensation from Easter Duties  
The Bishops’ Conference has said ‘in 
these emergency circumstances the 
obligation to attend Mass on Sundays 
and Holy Days is removed. This is the 
teaching of the Church (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church 2181). This 
pandemic is the “serious reason” why 
this obligation does not apply at this 
time.’ 
Many of the faithful will be aware of their 
Easter Duties, that is to receive Holy 
Communion during the Easter Season 
and to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation beforehand. As it is not 
possible to receive Holy Communion at 
this time and in the future, the bishops 
have dispensed with the Easter Duties 
for the year 2020. 
The bishops have asked that all should 
make a Perfect Act of Contrition at this 
time.  Perfect contrition is true and real 
sorrow for our sins which is created 
when we realise the immense love of 
God for each one of us. We express this 
contrition when we recognise how we 
offend God by our sinful words, deeds 
and omissions in contrast to the 
immeasurable love and mercy that he 
continually shows us. 
An Act of Contrition 

My God, I am sorry for my sins 
with all my heart. In choosing to do 
wrong and failing to do good, I 
have sinned against you whom I 
should love above all things. I 
firmly intend, with your help, to do 
penance, to sin no more, and to 
avoid whatever leads me to sin.  
Our Saviour Jesus Christ suffered 
and died for us In his name, my 
God, have mercy.  

BISHOP LEO MCCARTIE, RIP 
Please remember Bishop 
Leo in your prayers as he 
passed way recently, at the 
age of 94. He was the 10th Bishop of 
Northampton. All our sympathy and 
prayers go to Bishop Leo’s family.  

 

IAN CAHILL, RIP 
Please remember Ian in your 
prayers as he passed way 
recently. All our sympathy and 
prayers go to Ian’s family.  

 

 


