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Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 3May standing orders
were £790.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

T HE FEAST O F O UR LADY O F FATIMA – 13 M AY
Between 13 May and 13 October 1917, three Portuguese children, Francisco and Jacinta Marto and their cousin Lucia dos
Santos, received apparitions of Our Lady at Cova da Iria near Fatima, a city 110 miles north of
Lisbon. Mary asked the children to pray the rosary for world peace, for the end of World War I, for
sinners and for the conversion of Russia.
Mary gave the children three secrets. Following the deaths of Francisco and Jacinta in 1919 and
1920, respectively, Lucia revealed the first secret in 1927. It concerned devotion to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary. The second secret was a vision of hell. When Lucia grew up, she became a
Carmelite nun and died in 2005 at the age of 97.
Pope John Paul II directed the Holy See’s secretary of state to reveal the third secret in 2000; it
spoke of a bishop in white who was shot by a group of soldiers who fired bullets and arrows into
him. Many people linked this vision to the assassination attempt against Pope John Paul II in St
Peter’s Square on 13 May 1981.
Reflection
The message of Fatima is simple: pray. Unfortunately, some people, not Sister Lucia, have distorted these revelations,
making them an apocalyptic event for which they are now the only reliable interpreters. They have, for example, claimed
that Mary’s request that the world be consecrated to her has been ignored. Sister Lucia agreed that Pope John Paul II’s
public consecration in St Peter’s Square on 25 March 1984 fulfilled Mary’s request. In 26 June 2000 the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith prepared a document explaining the third secret.
Mary is perfectly honoured when people generously imitate her response, ‘Let it be done to me as you say’ (Luke 1:38).
Mary can never be seen as a rival to Jesus or to the Church’s
teaching, as exercised by the college of bishops united with
the bishop of Rome.
Adapted from https://www.franciscanmedia.org/our-lady-of-fatima/

Our next session for 2020 will be

17 May – Pentecost
All children up to Year 6 are welcome
W E WILL BE MEETING BY Z O OM
Y O U HAVE BEEN SENT THE NECESSARY MATERIALS
AND HO W TO ACCESS Z O OM – SEE YO U ON 1 7 M AY

Mass Intentions, please pray for …
Sunday
Tuesday
Friday

Private Intentions
12 May Julie Benge, Recently Deceased, RIP
15 May

Peter Gallagher, Recently Deceased, RIP
Intentions of Liz Johnston

We are saying a decade of the rosary every day in May,
on Zoom.
Monday at 7.30 pm, Tuesday after Morning Prayers,
Wednesday at 9.00 am, Thursday at 7.30 pm, Friday after
Morning Prayers, Saturday at 12 midday preceded by the
Angelus and Sunday after Morning Prayers.

C IRCLE OF PRAYER FOR MAY – C OMMUNICATIONS
Dear Lord, we thank you for the unprecedented advances in
the networks of communication, particularly at this time when
we cannot meet in church, and pray that we make the most of
the opportunities they present for encounter and solidarity and
to spread your Gospel to the ends of the earth.

Fr. John’s Homily for Fifth Sunday of Easter
During the current pandemic, we have had to get used to some unfamiliar terms and phrases:
furloughing, social distancing, lockdown, the new normal, and, of course, coronavirus itself.
No one seems to quite know what the so-called “new normal” will look like after the pandemic,
although it seems clear that we cannot return to life as it was before all this happened. Perhaps
some of us have already experienced in small ways some changes which will turn out to be
permanent.
For example, I was brought up to make an omelette by just adding some milk and beating it into the
egg. Then at some point someone suggested I add a little water, it makes the omelette lighter – and
so it does. But recently I faced a little crisis, I beat the egg, then discovered, horror of horrors, that I
only had enough milk for the omelette or a cup of tea! What to do? Well, I’m sorry, I have to have
my breakfast cup of tea, so I thought: maybe you can make an omelette by just adding water? I
tried it, and it worked! Now the new normal for omelette is just egg and water. Hurray!
Another new normal, I used to tell people I kept my mobile in my sock drawer – well, at least I knew
where it was, unless I lost it, which was frequent. This crisis has forced me to remain more in touch,
to use WhatsApp, plus other aps, and to keep the mobile switched on all the time. At least I don’t
lose it anymore, if I do I just use the land line to locate it, no problem!
But the truth is, there is nothing new about the new normal, it is a reality all of us have to face from
time to time. When someone loses a loved one, especially a partner, or changes job, or moves
house, or become parents, they are faced with what is for them a new normal, facing a life which
has fundamentally changed. The difference this time is that we must all enter the new normal
together.
Jesus in the Gospel is trying to prepare his disciples for a new normal, which they must all go
through together. He is about to leave them, to die on the Cross, and then return in the
Resurrection, but only for a time, then with the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost their lives would be
radically changed. It’s a challenge for him to get himself understood – not for the first time!
How could they know that they would soon be fearlessly preaching as Jesus had done, and
performing miracles as Jesus had done? As Jesus says in the Gospel, they will “perform the same
works as I do myself, they will perform even greater works”. Indeed this was proved true when
Peter first preached on Pentecost and three thousand were converted (Act 2:41), which is more
than Jesus himself ever managed!
Nobody really knows what the “new normal” will look like for us, perhaps less travel, less pollution,
more responsible consumerism, all of which would be good. But a greater cooperation between
nations? We will have to see. These may be worrying times, but once again Jesus has advice for
us in the Gospel: “Trust in God still, and trust in me.” There is a quality of patience involved here,
trust can only be tested over time. So we must be patient as we trust Jesus. We know he will not let
us down.

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God goes with you wherever you
go (Joshua 1:9).
Let us Pray … TOGETHER
Schedule of open sessions on Zoom
each week. To access please open
Zoom and click this link
https://zoom.us/j/9974164533 (you may
need to copy and paste it into your
browser).
Email Suzanne for the password.
✟ Sunday – 9.00 am Morning Prayer
of the Church
✟ Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church
✟ Friday – 9.00 am Morning Prayer
of the Church
Fr. John has made a YouTube video of
his homily. You can see it by clicking
the YouTube button on the first
page of our website. The
button looks like this...

Live simply

Update

Laudato Si’ Week 16 to 24 May
CAFOD are encouraging us all to
participate in their special Laudato Si
Week from 16 to 24 May to mark the
fifth anniversary of the encyclical letter
from Pope Francis urging us to Care for
our Common Home.
Laudato si’ is Italian for ‘Praise be to
You!’. The special Laudato si’ week is a
great opportunity for us to become more
acquainted with the problems we all
share because of the way we treat our
Common Home. CAFOD have some
really inspiring resources which you will
find at www.cafod.org.uk/encyclical
Included are two wonderful short
animations, one for children, and one for
young people, but adults will also find
them interesting. These highlight the
challenges (and opportunities!)
presented by climate change and our
wasteful use of the earth's resources.
There are also links to the Live Simply
Award where you can find out more
about how, as a parish, we aim to play
our part.
If one good thing comes out of the
difficult times we are all experiencing, it
could be that we develop a deeper
realisation of our need to reassess how
we relate to God's creation.

MASS INTENTIONS
I am still organising Masses to be said by
Fr. John. If you want a Mass, email me on
secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk or call
on 07919263147. I have Mass cards which
you can pick up from me or I can post
them. You can drop the money to me or
write a cheque to Fr. John Danford.

FEAST OF ST MATTHIAS, APOSTLE
14 M AY
Matthias was not one of the Twelve, but
after the treachery and death of Judas
Iscariot, someone
was needed to take
his place. Two
candidates were
selected, and lots
were drawn to see
which of them
should be made
one of the Twelve;
the choice fell on
Matthias. Nothing is known for certain
about his subsequent history.
Drawing lots to select a candidate for an
office sounds strange to us, but it was a
recognised Jewish custom: for example,
the priest who was to enter the temple
sanctuary and burn incense there was
not chosen by some rota but by lot.
Random events, independent of any
obvious natural or human cause, were
seen as a direct expression of God’s
will. Drawing lots was not a substitute
for human decision – human beings had
chosen Matthias as a candidate, human
beings decided which priests were
eligible on which days – but a way of
putting the final choice into the hands of
God.
When we attain some high or
responsible position, we may be
tempted to congratulate ourselves on
being the best candidate for the job. We
would do well to remember that we
have got there because of the people
we have met and the things we have
found ourselves doing, and, more
fundamentally, because of the gifts and
talents that God has given us. These
things are essentially random; like
Matthias, we have been chosen by lot.
Adapted from the Universalis Calendar App

Our exercise continues this week. Don’t
agonise over it. It’s designed to be
helpful, but not add any stress in this
difficult time.
This week’s activity …
Reminiscence
Which teacher/adult (when young)
inspired you and why?
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
smyates47@gmail.com

I NFORM ATION
CONFESSION
Confessions have been suspended
until further notice.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit or requires Holy
Communion at home. See box on left
for hospital contacts.

861 949
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the time
being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, contact
Suzanne Yates who will arrange for
Fr. John or another local priest to say
a Mass.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756 685
220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 12 May
at 8.00 pm by Zoom. Ring
Sue Barley on 01525 634186. We
meet weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19.
For details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919.

This group will meet again on
20 May. Please contact Nicky
Paterson on 01525 750 654.

