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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 24 May standing orders
were £790.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

T HE FEAST O F P ENTECO ST
The first reading for the Feast of Pentecost is taken from The Acts of the Apostles (2:1-11)
The day of Pentecost is the day traditionally described as the birthday of the Christian Church. Luke indicates in the Acts of
the Apostles that this is the day when the Holy Spirit descended on the Apostles as Jesus had promised (Luke 24:49), and
the process of evangelism began.
In reality, the community was already in existence and in the early chapters of the Acts,
details are given about the communal life of the Christian Church.
In the Jewish calendar, the Festival of Pentecost falls fifty days after the Passover and is
believed to be the day when Moses received the Law on Mount Sinai. The Christian
equivalents of the Last Supper and the gift of the Holy Spirit are significant alternative
celebrations.
The story is written in terms of the traditional elements of wind and fire, associated with the
Spirit. The disciples are possessed by the Spirit and given power to speak in tongues, not the
ecstatic utterances of the Spirit but in various languages found in the nearby countries of the
Roman Empire. The place names mentioned indicate how widespread the Jews had become.
These ‘devout people’ were in Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost and heard the first Christian appeal in their own
languages.
So the purpose of Luke's writing begins to unfold. The Gospel will be preached to the ends of the earth and this was the
beginning of that expansion of the good news of Christ.
Adapted from The Word of God – Year A by Robin Cooper

Don’t forget to wear read
on Sunday for Pentecost!

You are Invited to the Parish
Pastoral Council’s AGM
On 11 June 2020 at 7.45 pm
Preceded by evening prayer
and the start of our Novena
to the Scared Heart

Mass Intentions, please pray for …
Sunday
Tuesday
Friday

Private Intentions
2 June People of the Parish
5 June Thomas Fagan, Anniversary, RIP

Pentecost marks the birth of the church, a community of
believers working to deliver the plan and
teaching of Jesus through the power of the
Spirit. In this short talk, Deacon Philip
will lead an exploration of what and why
Pentecost took place as it did, and to look at what it means
to be a Spirit-filled community.
A ft er M o rn in g P raye r an d
in th e e v en in g a t 7.30 pm ,

C IRCLE OF PRAYER FOR MAY – C OMMUNICATIONS
Dear Lord, we thank you for the unprecedented advances in
the networks of communication, particularly at this time when
we cannot meet in church, and pray that we make the most of
the opportunities they present for encounter and solidarity and
to spread your Gospel to the ends of the earth. Amen

Fr. John’s Homily for Pentecost 2020
Watching a recent repeat of Poirot, the famous ABC Murders episode, the fourth murder was to take
place at Doncaster during the St Leger meeting. As the race took place, and the crowds got more
and more excited, the camera focused in on Poirot (played, of course, by David Suchet) who
appeared to be meditating, oblivious to the excitement around him. Then, slowly, a smiled appeared
on his face and he opened his eyes in triumph, and to be honest, he looked rather too pleased with
himself! It was clear that the ‘penny had dropped’, he had worked out who the murderer was.
It took me back to a sermon given by the then Rector of Oscott Seminary, later Archbishop of
Liverpool, Pat Kelly. He described Pentecost as the moment when the penny dropped for the
Apostles. It would explain a puzzle: why does it seem that there are two Pentecosts, two occasions
when they received the Holy Spirit? For in today’s Gospel John writes that Jesus breathed on them
and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’. Then 50 days later the Spirit comes upon them again at
Pentecost. Please explain, Archbishop!
Well, he explained it like this: When Jesus ‘breathed’ on them (same word as ‘spirit’, by the way) that
is what happened, they received the Holy Spirit. But they didn’t understand the meaning of this. Just
before his Ascension, they asked him: ‘Lord has the time come? Are you going to restore the
Kingdom of Israel?’ (Acts 1:6) They still saw Jesus as some kind of military ruler, preparing to oust
the Romans from Israel. Now that he had overcome death, he would be like some sort of Captain
Scarlett, indestructible! And their army would likewise be invincible. Jesus didn’t bother to put them
right, he simply told them to wait for the Spirit to come upon them.
Imagine them gathered in the Upper Room for the next 10 days, mulling over and discussing events.
Then, suddenly, like Hercule Poirot, the penny dropped: They understood who Jesus was, why he
came, what his death and resurrection actually meant. And the Spirit came upon them in power. It
wasn’t just that the Holy Spirit gave them the courage to witness, but they now knew what the Good
News was, and knew what they had to proclaim.
Funnily enough, it almost feels like we are in that strange no man’s land like those 10 days between
the Ascension and the coming of the Spirit. As we wait patiently to emerge from the Coronavirus
Crisis, we are unsure how events will pan out. But, like the Disciples and Our Lady, who realised that
whatever the future might hold it would be different from what they were familiar with, so for us. And
as they waited for the Spirit to guide them into that future, we know the Spirit of Christ will also be
there for us, to lead us onwards.

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God goes with you wherever you
go (Joshua 1:9).

CAFOD Emergency Appeal
Schedule of open sessions on Zoom
WILL CHANGE from this week. As
Deacon Philip is at the church for Mass
on Fridays, morning prayers will now be
on THURSDAYS.
✟

Sunday – 9.00 am Morning Prayer
of the Church

✟

Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church

✟

Thursday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church

Fr. John will make a YouTube video of
his homily and his Sunday Mass is also
available. You can see it by clicking the
YouTube button on the first
page of our website. The
button looks like this...
To access please open Zoom and click
this link https://zoom.us/j/9974164533
(you may need to copy and paste it and
put it into your browser). Email Suzanne
for the password.

Our exercise continues this week. Don’t
agonise over it. It’s designed to be
helpful, but not add any stress in this
difficult time.
This week’s activity …
Try drawing a picture (still-life) of your
favourite fruit or flower. (Suggested by
Deacon Philip.)

The effects of coronavirus on
developing countries where CAFOD
works are likely to be devastating.
Families without enough to eat and
without access to clean water and
healthcare are particularly vulnerable to
coronavirus. The poorest and most
marginalised communities will be
pushed further into poverty. Your
prayers and gifts are needed now more
than ever to help protect the lives of
those in poor communities. While we
are not able to hold physical collections
in our church, you can donate as
individuals
at cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal
Food Bank
At this time the NEED
Project is able to take cash
donations. If you would like to donate
some money, please contact Deacon
Philip and he will give you the details.

The next Book Club by
Zoom meeting will be on
Thursday 18 June all are
welcome to join us! Contact
Suzanne for details to join
by Zoom.
Our next book to read is If You Want to
Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out
of the Boat by John Ortberg.

Parish Giving
A big thank you to all the parishioners who have continued to help us run the
church during this terrible time. A number of you have changed your giving to a
standing order, which is great, some have dropped cheques to Suzanne and some
have used the online giving through the diocesan website which can be found at
https://northamptondiocese.org/ Scroll down to find the Donate button and follow
the instructions on the Catholic Diocese of Northampton Virgin money-giving page.
Please ensure the parish name and area i.e. Sacred Heart, Flitwick that the
donation is intended for is indicated in the notes section of the donate page.
Now the diocese has instigated Giving Tuesday where you can donate over the
phone, if you don’t like using Internet banking. Please call 01604 712 056 between
10.00 am and 4.00 pm. You will need your debit or credit card details and
remember to say the donation is for Sacred Heart, Flitwick. The diocese has asked
us to tell you they only have one person on the phone, so please be patient.
For details about standing orders contact John Fletcher on
plannedgiving@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661; smyates47@gmail.com

I NFORM ATION
CONFESSION
Confessions have been suspended
until further notice.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.

861 949
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the time
being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756 685
220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 26 May
at 8.00 pm by Zoom. Ring
Sue Barley on 01525 634186. We
meet weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19.
For details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919.

This group will meet again on
17 June. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

