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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 21 June standing orders
were £790.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

THE FEAST OF SAINT PETER AND SAINT PAUL
This feast day commemorates the martyrdom of the two great Apostles, assigned by tradition to the same day of June in the
year 67AD. They had been imprisoned in the famous Mamertine Prison in Rome and both had foreseen their approaching
death. Saint Peter was crucified; Saint Paul, a Roman citizen, was slain by the sword. Tomorrow the Church commemorates
the Apostle of the Gentiles; today is dedicated primarily to Saint Peter.
The chief of the Apostles was a native of Galilee, like Our Lord. As he was fishing on its large lake,
he was called by Our Lord to be one of his apostles. Peter was poor and unlearned, but candid,
eager and loving. In his heart, first of all his conviction grew, and then from his lips came the
spontaneous confession: ‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God!’ Our Lord chose him,
prepared him to be the rock on which he would build his Church, his vicar on earth, the head and
prince of his Apostles, the centre and indispensable bond of the Church's unity, the unique
channel of all spiritual powers, the guardian and unerring teacher of his truth.

and

All scripture is alive with St Peter; his name appears no fewer than 160 times in the New
Testament. But it is after Pentecost that he stands out in the full grandeur of his office. He sees
to the replacement of the fallen disciple; he admits the Jews by thousands into the fold, and in
the person of Cornelius opens it to the Gentiles; he founds, and for a time, rules the Church at Antioch.
Ten years after the Ascension, St Peter transferred his apostolic capital to Rome, going in person to the centre of the
majestic Roman Empire, where were gathered the glories and riches of the earth along with all the powers of evil. From
there he sent St Mark, his valued secretary, to establish the Church of Alexandria in Egypt. In Rome, Saint Peter's Chair
was placed; there for twenty-five years he laboured at building up the great Roman Church. He was crucified by order of
Nero and buried on the Vatican Hill, where now the Basilica stands which bears his name.
Adapted from http://sanctoral.com/en/saints/saints_peter_and_paul.html

Following the government advice to further lessen the lock-down Bishop David
has advised us to make the necessary preparations for Mass to be celebrated with
you, the people of the parish. There is little detail to work with as yet. However, we
are planning to recommence Masses as soon as it is practicable.
Look at our bulletin next week to find out how the process will operate and the
timings of Mass for Sacred Heart, Flitwick.

Mass Intentions, please pray for …
Sunday 28 June Private Intentions
Tuesday 30 June Betty McGillicuddy, Recently Deceased, RIP
Friday

3 July Luke Wilden Recently Deceased, RIP

Mass will be livedstreamed on Sunday at
10.00 am. Go to the
first page of our
website and click on
the YouTube button.

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR JUNE – THE DIGNITY OF HUMAN LIFE
Lord and giver of all life, help us to value each person,
created in love by you. In your mercy, guide and assist our
efforts to promote the dignity and value of all human life, born
and unborn.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fr. John’s Message for 13th Sunday, Year A
To impartial onlookers, clashes of personality are full of interest, it’s part of the attract of the soaps
on TV. Episodes from EastEnders have included the following:
‘Huh! You’re all mouth and trousers!’
‘Keep your nose outta it, or I’ll splash it all over your face!’
The classic ‘Watchit!’ and the inevitable ‘Alright??!’
Politics also brings with it the occasional clash of personalities. One of the most enduring was
between Edward Heath and Margaret Thatcher, both Conservatives MPs and Prime Ministers, yet
with opposing views over Europe. Heath accused Thatcher of ‘lying’ and said that she had a
‘minute mind’, whilst Mrs T treated Heath with barely concealed contempt.
Today we celebrate the Feast of two men who didn’t always get on: in one of their few meetings
Paul reprimanded Peter for allowing the converts from Judaism too much influence in the Church.
They were very different: Paul was highly intelligent, strong-minded, not easily influenced or
swayed by others, and dedicated to taking the Good News to the Gentiles. Peter, not so intelligent
(although by no means stupid!), a man of raw courage and emotion, and dedicated to the
conversion of his fellow Jews.
Yet the early Church needed them both: Peter recognised the importance of the Jewish heritage,
without which it would be impossible to understand Jesus, whilst Paul saw the danger of absorbing
too much of the old religion (he referred to it as ‘so much rubbish’, which was a bit extreme!). The
Christian Faith was something new and dynamic, and should not be shackled to old ways or rites.
Since then, the Church has often debated and argued, pulled between two tendencies or poles:
traditional values against more modern, strict codes against more liberal, old rituals against new
ways of worship. This debate is healthy and necessary, and is the way Pope Francis deals with
the tensions within the Church, allowing the debate to continue, so that the best and most important
of the old is treasured, whilst what is new and good should find its place.
Peter and Paul stand at the very beginning of the Church, as a sign to us that a debating Church
is a healthy Church, striving to reconcile the old with the new, as Jesus once said (and as Bishop
David quoted to me when I complained about too much Latin in the Cathedral!): ‘A disciple brings
out of his storeroom things both old and new.’ Honestly: my own Bishop using the words of Jesus
against me!

The Lord your God is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength (Mark 12:30).

Our prayer sessions are as follows
!

Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church

!

Friday – 9.00 am Morning Prayer
of the Church

!

Sunday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church

!

Mass will be live-streamed each
Sunday at 10.00 am

Fr. John will make a YouTube video of
his homily and Sunday Mass is also
available. You can see it by clicking the
YouTube button on the first
page of our website. The button
looks like this:
To access please open Zoom and click
this link https://zoom.us/j/9974164533
(you may need to copy and paste it and
put it into your browser). Email Suzanne
for the password.

Book Club News
We discussed our last book If You Want
to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get
Out of the Boat via a Zoom meeting.
Most of the members enjoyed the
stories and message; some agreed it
\was repetitive; but overall it was an
interesting read.
Our next book to read is Eucharist by
Bishop Robert Barron
A master theologian and
popular Catholic author
offers inspiring insights
into the mystery of
Christ's presence in our
lives.
As festive as the film Babette's Feast
and as profound as the work of Ronald
Knox, this fresh look at the Eucharist
brings to light the meanings of meal,
sacrifice, and real presence in our lives.

Feast of St Thomas the Apostle
3 July
The Apostle Thomas is famous for
doubting the resurrection
of Jesus when his fellow
Apostles told him about it.
But if he is the sceptical
Apostle, he is also the
believing Apostle, for
having seen and touched a
risen man, he made the
immediate leap of faith and
so became the first Apostle to call
Jesus, God.
Nothing is known about Thomas’s later
career. A well-known apocryphal
document called the Acts of Thomas
relates his missionary journeys to Persia
and India. Although the document as it
stands is not historical evidence (it was
written to provide evidence for certain
heretical Gnostic teachings), it still bears
witness to the likelihood of a tradition
that Thomas did go to India. If you are
writing something that you intend to use
to convince people of a controversial
doctrine, you do not invent completely
new facts, instead, you weave the
existing facts and weave the existing
facts and traditions into something that
suits your purpose. Thus the very fact
that the heretics used a journey of St
Thomas to support their case, shows us
that, in the third century at least, there
would have seemed nothing implausible
about such a journey. The journey would
have been easy enough – important
trade routes lay that way – and if some
of the Apostles went west to Rome, the
centre of the world, there is no reason
why some others should not have
chosen to go east, to the edge of the
known world.
We will probably never know for certain;
but the Christians of Kerala have called
themselves for centuries, St Thomas
Christians, and they may very well be
right.
Adapted from Catholic Calendar app

The next Book Club meeting by Zoom
will be on Thursday 20 August 2020, all
are welcome to join us!
To Join the Zoom meeting you will need
the meeting ID, please ask Suzanne for
this.
Humility is nothing but truth, and pride is
nothing but lying. – Vincent de Paul
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
smyates47@gmail.com

Our exercise continues this week. Don’t
agonise over it. It’s designed to be
helpful, but not add any stress in this
difficult time.
This week’s activity …
This week revisit your LiveSimply
pledges and see how much you have
achieved,

INFORMATION
CONFESSION
Confessions have been suspended
until further notice.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP
Members provide help, support and
friendship to anyone in need. They
offer this support through befriending
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525
861 949 to find out more about their
work.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756 685
220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 14 July
at 8.00 pm by Zoom.
Ring Sue Barley on 01525 634 186
for information. We are meeting
weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
This group will meet again on
15 July by Zoom. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

