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Follow  
us on 
Facebook 

 
Thank you for your 
contribution to the parish. 
For 28 June standing orders 
were £790.00.  

With thanks, Finance 
Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Bulletin 
5 July 2020                                                   Feast of Saint Peter and Saint 

Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in 
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to 
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission 

 

  

 

 

We now have the church open from 9.00 am to 12.00 pm on 
Saturdays, for private prayer.  
The Parish Room at the rear of our church, is accessible for a 
maximum of six people at any one time. If you are able to 
come to the church for prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
then please bear in mind access will be rather limited, we ask 
everyone attending to limit their stay to not more than 30 
minutes. 
 
 

 

     

Unite against coronavirus  

As we cope with coronavirus in the UK, 
we think of our sisters and brothers in 
developing countries who are facing this 
pandemic with fragile health systems, 
some of which have almost no intensive 
care beds or ventilators.  

Food prices have already risen with 
borders closing, the poorest are losing 
their jobs and income with wholesale 
shutdowns. Furthermore, inadequate 
healthcare, lack of access to washing 
facilities and limited ability to social 
distance will result in loss of life on an 
intolerable scale. The likely impact will 
be devastating.  

We are one global family. Please will 
you sign the CAFOD petition to ask the 
government to work with other world 
leaders to help the most vulnerable 
people in our world to cope with this 
crisis. 

To sign the petition visit 
cavod.orkg.uk/coronaviruscampaign 

 

 

  

JOHN DEAN, RIP 
Please remember John in your  
prayers as he passed away on  
Tuesday 2 June. All our sympathy and 
prayers go to John’s family.  
 
 

 

 

 

Our prayer sessions are as follows 

! Sunday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

! Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

! Thursday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

Fr. John will make a YouTube video of 
his homily and his Sunday Mass is also 
available. You can see it by clicking the 
YouTube button on the first  
page of our website. The button 
looks like this... 

To access please open Zoom and click 
this link   https://zoom.us/j/9974164533 
(you may need to copy and paste it and 
put it into your browser). Email Suzanne 
for the password. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 July 2020                   14th Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year A 

We are delighted to announce that we will be opening for Mass from 10 July! 
However, things will not be the same as in the past. It is important that you read, accept and comply with the 
following five points. 
First, the Masses. Sunday Mass will be celebrated at 10.00 am on Fridays and at 4.30 pm and 6.00 pm on 
Saturdays, beginning on 10 and 11 July. This will, in effect, be one parish Mass spread across three times. We 
request that each person ATTENDS ONLY ONE MASS each weekend. (Mass will continue to be live-streamed 
from the 4.30 pm Mass.) 
Second, the capacity of the church. We have applied the 2 metre social distancing requirement that the 
diocese has advised us to follow. This means we have only 60 seats compared with 200! We have created 4 
family groups, of four seats, and 11 pairs of seats for couples from the same household, with around 20 single 
seats. Moving any seating will be not be permitted.  
Third, registration. We do not want to turn people away from the church because we are full at one Mass and 
not at another. We will be asking you all to register for a specific Mass. A process has been designed and you 
will receive an email to action on Monday. With 60 seats at three Masses, we are capable of matching our pre-
lockdown average Mass attendance of 180 per week, if everyone registers. Bishop David is asking everyone to 
attend only their own parish and not ‘shop around’ for convenient Mass times. Please respect other parishes; 
some are in a much worse position than we are. 
Fourth, the Mass and Communion. The Mass will be celebrated in the way you are used to with a few minor 
adjustments. One of our readers will proclaim the Word. Though there will no singing, we hope to have music. 
Communion will be managed by our stewards. The Foodbank collection will be available as you arrive, and you 
can make your weekly offering as you leave Mass. 
Five, staying safe. We must all remain 2 metres apart and use the hand sanitisers and handwashing available. 
In order to stay safe, there will be two exits in use at the end of Mass. We recommend that you wear a face 
covering when you attend the church and while at Mass. The church will be cleaned after each Mass. We regret 
that we are advised to close the toilets. 
We will be able to make this ‘new normal’ work only by co-operating with each other and following the 
instructions we have been given by the diocese and the government. We already have a group of volunteer 
stewards; if you are prepared to assist, then email deaconphilippugh@northamptondiocese.org  
The diocese has a useful FAQ section on its website which explains some of the detail behind the instructions 
they issued. https://northamptondiocese.org/reopening-for-public-acts-of-worship/ 
We look forward to seeing you very soon!  
 
 

 



 

  

A Message from Fr. John for 14th Sunday, Year A,                 
5 July 2020 

This will not be my usual homily, but concerns the immanent resumption of public Masses at the 
two Sacred Hearts at Leighton Buzzard and Flitwick. 

Due to social distancing which we have all become familiar with, the capacity of both churches 
must be significantly reduced. As a result, ALL the Masses celebrated at both churches will in a 
sense be ‘Sunday’ Masses, in other words, satisfy the Sunday obligation. This has been agreed 
by the Catholic hierarchy. 

But, because the seating capacity has been much reduced, every parishioner must limit 
themselves to just one Mass per week, this must be the same Mass each week, and you must 
register for that Mass, on a first come first served basis. How you go about this is explained in this 
weekend’s newsletters. 

The Masses at Leighton Buzzard will be: Sunday at 9.00am, 10.30am and 12 noon, Monday at 
9.30am, and Thursday at 7.00pm, and at Flitwick on Friday at 10.00am, and Saturday at 4.30pm 
and 6.00pm. Hopefully this will be sufficient to cater for everyone. This will begin on Friday 10 July 
at Flitwick, and over the weekend of 11 and 12 July. 

The Masses themselves will be short, omitting the Creed, no hymns, a short sermon, and hopefully 
be no longer than 25 minutes. Stewards will help you on your arrival, assist you when coming 
forward for communion, and also when leaving. Please follow their instructions. 

There will be a different practice between the two churches: at Flitwick the 2 metre rule will still be 
in force, but you are advised to come wearing a face mask. At Leighton Buzzard it will be the 1 
metre plus rule, so wearing a face mask is essential. We will see how the two systems work out 
in practice. 

Now, a number of points: This situation is, of course, temporary, and I hope in time to return to the 
former pattern of Masses. Also, we must bear in mind that a number of things might “upset the 
apple cart”: If I contract the virus, or if someone else does who comes into contact with me, or if 
there is a local lockdown (like Leicester), or a national “second wave”, all this will force us to close 
down once again. Also, if the pattern of Masses proposed turns out not to really meet peoples’ 
needs and a better pattern can be worked out, then we will change rather than soldier on. 

A couple more points: obviously, if you are not feeling well, do not come!!!  If you still feel vulnerable 
about coming to church at the moment the obligation does not apply. At present, you must only 
attend your own parish church (so no looking at the Mass times for Bletchley or Dunstable, you 
naughty people!) You might find yourself turned away at the door in any case. Finally, the current 
periods where the churches have been open for prayer will cease, as the churches have to be 
constantly cleaned after every use. 

Baptisms, weddings and funerals can take place in church once again, but with a limited 
attendance, and again, no hymns can be sung. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mass will be live-streamed this Sunday 
at 10.00 am 

Our prayer sessions are now as follows 

! Sunday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

! Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

Fr. John will make a YouTube video of 
his homily and Sunday Mass is also 
available. You can see it by clicking the 
YouTube button on the first  
page of our website. The button 
looks like this: 

To access please open Zoom and click 
this link   https://zoom.us/j/9974164533 
(you may need to copy and paste it and 
put it into your browser). Email Suzanne 
for the password. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INFORMATION 
CONFESSION       
Confessions have been suspended 
until further notice. 
PRAYER LINE              
Please ring for intercessory prayer 
on 01525 634 186. We have some 
wonderful answers to prayers. Be 
assured of full confidentiality. 
SAFEGUARDING                               
For information contact Paula Bates 
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk 
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk 
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSE-
BOUND?                                     
Please let us know of anyone who 
needs a visit. See box below for 
hospital contacts. 
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP 
Members provide help, support and 
friendship to anyone in need. They 
offer this support through befriending 
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525 
861 949 to find out more about their 
work. 
LITTLE ’UNS                                
This has been postponed for the 
time being.  

MASS INTENTIONS                         
For Mass Intentions, call or email 
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr. 
John to say a Mass. She has Mass 
cards at home so call or email if you 
need one. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mass will be offered this 
week for… 

Sunday 5 July 
Intentions of Mary and 
Bernard Goodwin on their 
50th Wedding Anniversary 

Tuesday 7 July Special Intentions 

Friday 10 July Birthday Intentions for 
Maud Sexton 

 
 

 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR JULY  
SEAFARERS 

Eternal Lord God, ruler of the earth and sky, 
be pleased to receive into your protection all 
who go down to the sea in ships to work or to 
seek refuge. Preserve them in body and 
soul; prosper their labours with good 
success; in time of danger be their help and 
defence and bring them safely into port; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 

Hospital Contacts 
If you have anyone in hospital, you 
can contact the following. 
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony 
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or 
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com 
Luton and Dunstable Hospital – 
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756 
685 220 or 
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org 
 
 

 

Book Club News 
We discussed our last book, If You Want 
to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get 
Out of the Boat via a Zoom meeting. 
Most of the members enjoyed the 
stories and message; some agreed it 
was repetitive; but overall it was an 
interesting read. 

Our next book to read is Eucharist by 
Bishop Robert Barron 

‘A master theologian and  
popular Catholic author                         
offers inspiring insights                           
into the mystery of                            
Christ's presence in our                      
lives.  
As festive as the film Babette's Feast 
and as profound as the work of Ronald 
Knox, this fresh look at the Eucharist 
brings to light the meanings of meal, 
sacrifice, and real presence in our lives.’ 

The next Book Club meeting by Zoom 
will be on Thursday, 20 August 2020, all 
are welcome to join us! 

To Join the Zoom meeting you will need 
the meeting ID please ask Suzanne for 
this. 

 

 

 

The Lord your God is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength (Mark 12:30). 
 

 

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday. 
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 07919 263 147; 

smyates47@gmail.com 

 
 

Congratulations to Mary and 
Bernard Goodwin on their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary which they 
celebrate on 4 July. 

 

 
Sea Sunday is when we have the 
opportunity to remember and pray for 
seafarers, their families and all who 
support them. On Sea Sunday, Catholic 
churches around the UK usually take up 
a second collection with all funds going 
to the Apostleship of the Sea, to support 
our work. It is a day of remembrance, 
prayer and celebration, and an 
opportunity to think about and thank 
those seafarers we often take for 
granted who work tirelessly throughout 
the year bringing us goods. 

During this time, as we cannot have 
second collections, we are including 
their website so you can give online if 
you wish. If you follow this link you will 
find a Donate Now button. 
https://www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk/
sea-sunday CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 

This group will meet again on  
15 July by Zoom. Please contact 
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654. 

The sewing group is postponed until 
further notice due to Covid-19. For 
details, phone Hilary  
Brennan on 01525 717 919 

GERMAINE TAYLOR, RIP 
Please remember Germaine                  
in your prayers as she passed             
away on 26 June. All our                 
sympathy and prayers go to Germaine’s 
family.  

 

 

Mothers’ Prayers will next  
meet on Tuesday 7 July 
at 8.00 pm by Zoom. 
Ring Sue Barley on 01525 634 186 
for information. We are meeting 
weekly at this time. 

 

 

 

 

God is not proud. He will have us even 
though we have shown that we prefer 
everything else to him – CS Lewis 


