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Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission
Follow
us on
Facebook
Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton

Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Parish Priest, Father John Danford sacredheartlb@btinternet.com, 01525 372 321
Parish Deacon, Deacon Philip Pugh deaconphilippugh@northamptondiocese.org, 07711 953 926
Pastoral Administrator, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 12 July standing orders
were £790.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares
This Sunday’s Gospel is taken from Matthew 13:24-43
The parable of the Wheat and the Tares (Darnel) is quite straightforward. A farmer sowed good seed in his field but while he
was asleep, an enemy sowed darnel amongst the wheat. Darnel is a weed and looks
like
wheat. The farmer's servants were all for pulling out the weeds but the farmer
pointed
out that this would mean some of the good seed would be lost. He said that
both
good and bad should remain together until the harvest.
The meaning of the parable seems to be that there is a need for patience in the kingdom
of heaven. If the kingdom of heaven is interpreted as the Christian Community, then the
plea for patience applies to the Community itself. It would spell disaster to attempt to
achieve a pure society in which there were no sinners. Judgement of good and bad is
the responsibility of God.
Matthew includes an allegorical interpretation of the parable telling of a time of final
judgement.
This parable teaches us today that we must not sit in judgement on other people. Patience, borne of mutual respect and
tolerance is still the calling of the Christian.
The two parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast are the simplest of all parables. The mustard seed is the smallest seed
of all, but when it is planted it grows into a tree. The small amount of yeast added to half a hundredweight of flour produces
a dough that will rise well beyond its former size. The meaning of both parables is that the kingdom of heaven from its small
beginnings will grow into something vast. These two parables can be seen as being in the process of fulfilment. From the
beginnings of Christianity, the movement has continued to spread until it now embraces every continent. From these small
beginnings it has grown into something large. The growth will continue until the daily prayer of the Christian is a reality; ‘Your
kingdom come! Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.’
Adapted from The Word of God, Year A by Robin Cooper

All Masses are Sunday Mass.
Remember you need to register.
Friday 10.00 am
Saturday 4.30 pm and 6.00 pm

Mass will be offered this week for…
17 July

10.00 am

In Thanksgiving

18 July

4.30 pm

In Thanksgiving

18 July

6.00 pm

Special Intentions

Mass will be live-streamed
on Saturday at 4.30 pm. Go
to the first page of our
website and click on the
YouTube button.
CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR JULY – SEAFARERS
Eternal Lord God, ruler of the earth and sky, be pleased to
receive into your protection all who go down to the sea in
ships to work or to seek refuge. Preserve them in body and
soul; prosper their labours with good success; in time of
danger be their help and defence and bring them safely
into port; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord your God is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength (Mark 12:30).

Our pilgrimage for 2020 has been
postponed until 2021. The cost for five
days is £715. There are some spaces if
you would be interested now that the
dates have changed
Contact details are available
from Suzanne, Pastoral Administrator.
Feast of St James the Apostle
25 July
He was the brother of St John and, like
him, a fisherman. He was
one of the witnesses of
the Transfiguration and
one of those who slept
through most of the Agony
in the Garden. He was the
first of the apostles to be
martyred, beheaded by King Herod
Agrippa I to please the Jewish
opponents of Christianity. He was buried
in Jerusalem and nothing more is known
about him until the ninth century.
At this time we learn of a tradition that
the relics of St James were brought to
Spain some time after his martyrdom,
(perhaps early, perhaps as late as 830),
and his shrine at Compostela in Galicia
grew in importance until it became the
greatest pilgrimage centre in western
Europe. In every country there are
churches of St James and known, welltrodden pilgrim routes. In Paris, the Tour
St Jacques marks the start of the route
and the Rue St Jacques points straight
towards Compostela. In England, pilgrim
routes lead from all parts of the country
to the major ports that were used on the
pilgrimage. This network of routes is a
vital witness to the fact that the Middle
Ages was not the static stay-at-home
time that we often think it to be:
everyone must have known someone, or
known someone who knew someone,
who had made the pilgrimage. The
scallop-shell, the emblem of St James,
has become the emblem of pilgrims
generally.
In 1987, the pilgrimage routes to
Compostela were designated by the
Council of Europe as historical cultural
routes of international importance. The
Confraternity of St James continues to
work to restore and upgrade the refuges
on a route which is still in active pilgrim
use today.
Adapted from Universalis

Mass will be live-streamed each
Saturday at 4.30 pm.
Our prayer sessions are as follows
!
Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church
!
Sunday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church
To access morning prayers please open
Zoom and click this link
https://zoom.us/j/9974164533 (you may
need to copy and paste it and put it into
your browser). Email Suzanne for the
password.
Sunday Mass is available by clicking the
YouTube button on the first page of our
website. The button looks like this:

Mass Intentions
If you would like a Mass said you can
contact me on
secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
and I will organise a Mass and send you
a Mass card if you want one. You can
also put the money in an envelope and
put it through the presbytery door.
Please put your name, the name of the
Intention and your address and
telephone number either on or in the
envelope with your offering. I will
contact you with the date of your Mass
and a card if you wish.
Suzanne

Book Club News
Our next book t is Eucharist by Bishop
Robert Barron.
The next Book Club meeting
will be by Zoom on
Thursday, 20 August 2020.
All are welcome to join us!
To Join the Zoom meeting
you will need the meeting ID;
please ask Suzanne for it.

Sacred Heart Flitwick
200 Club
The latest draw took place on 12 July
and the lucky winners were
1st
Bob Francis,
2nd John Flanagan
3rd
Carmen Brooker
4th
Margaret Kehoe
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
smyates47@gmail.com

INFORMATION
CONFESSION
Confessions have been suspended
until further notice.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP
Members provide help, support and
friendship to anyone in need. They
offer this support through befriending
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525
861 949 to find out more about their
work.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 21 July
at 8.00 pm by Zoom.
Ring Sue Barley on 01525 634 186
for information. We are meeting
weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
This group will meet again on
19 August by Zoom. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

