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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 9 August standing
orders were £790.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY – 15 AUGUST
The fifteenth of August is the day that we have long celebrated what is called the Dormition (falling asleep) or Assumption
of the Virgin Mary. The Feast of the Assumption celebrates both the happy departure of Mary from this life by her natural
death, and her assumption bodily into heaven. Along with the Feast of the Immaculate Conception (8 December) the
Assumption is a principal feast of the Blessed Virgin and a holy day of obligation.
The idea of the assumption of Mary into heaven after her death is first expressed in
narratives of the fifth and sixth centuries. Even though these were never official, they
bear witness to the very early belief in a teaching of the Catholic Church which was not
formally defined as a dogma until 65 years ago by Pope Pius XII.
Saint Gregory of Tour provided a rationale for the tradition, which is related to her having
been preserved from original sin. He said that it is inconceivable to think Mary’s sinless
body, likened to the Ark of the Covenant, which was made of incorruptible wood, should
decay in the grave. The text, ‘Rise thou and the ark of thy strength’ (Ps 132:1-8) was
understood to mean that it was God’s will that, as Christ had ascended, so too Mary would
be received into heaven.
There is an important difference, of course, between the ascension of Jesus into Heaven
after his resurrection, and the assumption of Mary. To ascend is to ‘rise up under one’s
own power’, while to be assumed means ‘something that is done to one’. Jesus, being the
Second Person of the Trinity, had no need of assistance, whereas Mary did not have this
power.
According to one tradition, Mary was warned of her approaching end by Saint Michael the Archangel, who conducts souls to
Heaven, and was surrounded on her deathbed by the apostles, who were miraculously transported to her bedside from their
various mission-fields. It was said that Jesus appeared, bore away her soul and returned three days after her burial, when
angels carried her body to Paradise where it was reunited with her soul under the Tree of Life.
Taken from http://ucatholic.com/saints/assumption/

All Masses are the Mass for Sunday.
Starting next week Mass will be
Friday 10.00 am and Saturday 5.00 pm.
Remember you need to be registered.
Contact Suzanne Yates

Mass will be offered this week for…
14 August 10.00 am

Michael Brown, Recently Deceased, RIP
Special Intentions for Good Health

15 August

4.30 pm

Tom Browne, RIP

15 August

6.00 pm

Joan Birchall, Recently Deceased, RIP

Mass will be live-streamed
on Saturday at 4.30 pm this
week. Go to the first page
of our website and click on
the YouTube button.
CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR AUGUST – PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS
We pray for all those who suffer persecution. Almighty
God, who has taught us through your Son, Jesus Christ,
that those who follow him may be persecuted: strengthen,
comfort and encourage all those who suffer harassment,
violence, imprisonment and even death for being followers
of Jesus. Amen.

INFORMATION
Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest (Matthew 11:28).

Feast of St Bernard
20 August
He was born near Dijon in France, in
1090 of a noble family. In 1112 he joined
the new
monastery at Cîteaux.
This had been
founded fourteen
years before, in a bid
to reject the laxity and
riches of the
Benedictine Order
(as exemplified by
great monasteries such as Cluny) and to
return to a primitive poverty and
austerity of life.
Bernard arrived at Cîteaux with four of
his five brothers and two dozen friends.
Within three years he had been sent out
to found a new monastery at Clairvaux,
in Champagne, where he remained
abbot for the rest of his life. By the time
of his death, the Cistercian Order had
grown from one house to 343, of which
68 were daughter houses of Clairvaux
itself.
Bernard was a man of great holiness
and wisdom, and although he was often
in very poor health, he was active in
many of the great public debates of the
time. He strongly opposed the luxurious
lives of some of the clergy, and fought
against the persecution of the Jews. He
was also a prolific writer, of an inspiring
rather than a technical kind.
The Church is always suffering from
corruption and always being renewed. If
St Bernard, so often ill, could take a
leading part in this renewal, what excuse
do we have not to?
Adapted from Universalis

Because of the difficulty with social
distancing we have decided that this
year we will not risk having
a physical Macmillan event
but instead we will have a
retiring collection after Masses on 25
and 26 September.
Perhaps all the ladies could wear a hat
to Mass and imagine a garden party.
The gentlemen could wear a fancy tie or
vice versa …
If you cannot give on the day, you can
always donate on the Macmillan
website at
https://donation.macmillan.org.uk

Mass will be live-streamed each
Saturday at 4.30 pm.
Our prayer sessions are as follows
!
Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church
!
Sunday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church
To access morning prayers, please
open Zoom and click this link
https://zoom.us/j/9974164533 (you may
need to copy and paste it and put it into
your browser). Email Suzanne for the
password.
Sunday Mass is available by clicking the
YouTube button on the first page of our
website.

There will be a retiring collection on 21
and 22 August for Peter’s
Pence. Through the Peter’s
Pence Collection, we unite
with the Holy Father as he reaches out
to our brothers and sisters suffering the
effects of war and violence, natural
disasters, and religious persecution.
The Peter’s Pence Collection derives its
name from an ancient custom. In ninthcentury England, King Alfred the Great
collected money, a penny, from
landowners as financial support for the
Pope. Today, the Peter’s Pence
Collection supports the Pope’s
philanthropy by giving the Holy Father
the means to provide emergency
assistance to those in need because of
natural disaster, war, oppression, and
disease.
Adapted from http://www.saintpats.org

Book Club News
Our next book is Eucharist by Bishop
Robert Barron.
The meeting will be by Zoom
on Thursday, 20 August.
All are welcome to join us!
To join the Zoom meeting
you will need the meeting ID;
please ask Suzanne for it.

God is not proud, he will have us
even though we have shown that
we prefer everything else to him. CS
Lewis
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
smyates47@gmail.com

CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP
Members provide help, support and
friendship to anyone in need. They
offer this support through befriending
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525
861 949 to find out more about their
work.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 18 August
at 8.00 pm by Zoom.
Ring Sue Barley on 01525 634 186
for information. We are meeting
weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
This group will meet again on
19 August by Zoom. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

