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Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission
Follow
us on
Facebook
Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton

Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Parish Priest, Father John Danford sacredheartlb@btinternet.com, 01525 372 321
Parish Deacon, Deacon Philip Pugh deaconphilippugh@northamptondiocese.org, 07711 953 926
Pastoral Administrator, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 15 August standing
orders were £800.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

THE PASSION OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST – 29 AUGUST
John the Baptist was called by God to be the herald, or forerunner of Jesus the Messiah. From his late teenage
years, he was directed by the Spirit to lead an austere and contemplative life in the desert until he was thirty years of
age, when he began to discharge his mission as a preacher of reform and renewal. Clothed in the robes
of penance, be invited his people to have their sins washed away by repentance and
baptism in the Jordan; he proclaimed the Messiah who was coming to be among them.
He was revered by the people as a true prophet of God, and his voice rang out with a
clear summons to moral and religious reform. John’s message angered King Herod
Antipas and his paramour, Herodias, the wife of Herod’s brother Philip, with whom he
lived in defiance of the law. The Baptist boldly reproached them for the scandal of
incest and adultery, and was imprisoned by Herod.
At a splendid entertainment in the royal palace, Salome, the daughter of Philip and
Herodias, captivated the company by her dancing, so that Herod promised her to grant
whatever she asked. Urged by her mother, the girl demanded the death of John the
Baptist, and his head to be brought to her on a dish. Acting on her wishes, Herod had
the saint beheaded in prison. According to Saint Jerome, the furious Herodias made it
her pastime to prick that silenced tongue with a dagger. This feast honours the great
forerunner of Jesus, who gave his life for the truth, about a year before the Passion of
our blessed Saviour, whose death on the cross he predicted so tellingly as the ‘Lamb of
God who takes away the sins of the world’.
Adapted from https://www.associationofcatholicpriests.ie

All Masses are the Mass for Sunday. Mass will be Friday 10.00 am and Saturday 5.00 pm.
Remember you need to be registered.
Mass will be live-streamed on Friday at 10.00 am.
Go to the first page of our website and click on the YouTube button.

Mass will be offered this week for…
21 August 10.00 am

Mass of Thanksgiving for the Good Health of
the Brooker Family and Friends

22 August

Kathleen McAlinden, recently deceased RIP

5.00 pm

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR AUGUST – PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS
We pray for all those who suffer persecution. Almighty
God, who has taught us through your Son, Jesus Christ,
that those who follow him may be persecuted: strengthen,
comfort and encourage all those who suffer harassment,
violence, imprisonment and even death for being followers
of Jesus. Amen.

INFORMATION
Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest (Matthew 11:28).

He was born in Thagaste in Africa of a
Berber family. He was
brought up a Christian
but left the Church and
embraced the Manichaean
heresy, later seeing how
nonsensical it was and
becoming a Neoplatonist
instead. He led a wild and dissolute
youth. He took a concubine by whom
he had a son, Adeodatus. He had a
brilliant legal and academic career. At
length, through the prayers of his
mother, and the teaching of St
Ambrose of Milan, he was converted
back to Christianity. He was baptised
in 387, shortly before his mother’s
death. He returned home to Africa and
led an ascetic life. He was elected
Bishop of Hippo and spent thirty-four
years looking after his flock, teaching
them, strengthening them in the faith
and protecting them strenuously
against the errors of the time. He wrote
an enormous number of works: the
Office of Readings has many extracts
from them. He was declared a Doctor
of the Church by Pope Boniface VIII in
1308.
Adapted from Catholic Calendar app by
Universalis Publishing

‘I was hungry and
you gave me
something to eat.’
Matthew 25:35
Please see the report attached to the
Bulletin email.
Since April, Need have given out an
average of 318 food parcels each
month.
Please continue to help with your food
donations.
Need’s objectives
To relieve persons in Central
Bedfordshire and the surrounding area
who are in poverty or financial hardship
in such ways as the trustees from time
to time think fit, in particular, but not
exclusively by:
1. Providing food parcels to support
individuals and families who are
experiencing food deprivation.
2. Providing other items to meet
immediate and essential needs, as
resources allow.
3. Developing other forms of support to
meet immediate need and alleviate
financial hardship.

Mass will be live-streamed each Friday
at 10.00 am.
Our prayer sessions are as follows
!
Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church
!
Sunday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church
To access morning prayers, please
open Zoom and click this link
https://zoom.us/j/9974164533 (you may
need to copy and paste it and put it into
your browser). Email Suzanne for the
password.
Sunday Mass is available by clicking the
YouTube button on the first page of our
website.

There will be a retiring collection after
our Masses this weekend for Peter’s
Pence. Through the Peter’s
Pence Collection, we unite
with the Holy Father as he reaches out
to our brothers and sisters suffering the
effects of war and violence, natural
disasters, and religious persecution.
The Peter’s Pence Collection derives its
name from an ancient custom. In ninthcentury England, King Alfred the Great
collected money, a penny, from
landowners as financial support for the
Pope. Today, the Peter’s Pence
Collection supports the Pope’s
philanthropy by giving the Holy Father
the means to provide emergency
assistance to those in need because of
natural disaster, war, oppression, and
disease.
Adapted from http://www.saintpats.org

Because of the difficulty with social
distancing, we have decided that this
year we will not risk having
a ‘physical’ Macmillan event.
Instead we will have a
retiring collection after Masses on 25
and 26 September.
Perhaps all the ladies could wear a hat
to Mass and imagine a garden party.
The gentlemen could wear a fancy tie or
vise versa…
If you cannot give on the days, you can
always donate on the Macmillan
website at
https://donation.macmillan.org.uk
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
smyates47@gmail.com

CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP
Members provide help, support and
friendship to anyone in need. They
offer this support through befriending
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525
861 949 to find out more about their
work.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 18 August
at 8.00 pm by Zoom.
Ring Sue Barley on 01525 634 186
for information. We are meeting
weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
This group will meet again on
16 September by Zoom. Please
contact Nicky Paterson on 01525
750 654.

