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Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission
Follow
us on
Facebook
Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton

Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Parish Priest, Father John Danford sacredheartlb@btinternet.com, 01525 372 321
Parish Deacon, Deacon Philip Pugh deaconphilippugh@northamptondiocese.org, 07711 953 926
Pastoral Administrator, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 23 August standing
orders were £800.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

THE GOSPEL FOR 22ND SUNDAY, YEAR A – DISCIPLESHIP
The Gospel for Sunday is taken from Matthew 16:21-27.
The insight Peter had into the person of Christ, seen in last week's Gospel reading is short-lived. As Jesus began to teach
the disciples about his coming death, Peter would not accept it and began to argue, only for Jesus to turn on him and sternly
reprimand him.
Jesus then went on to give a very clear indication of the cost of discipleship. The
follower of Jesus was:
U

U
U

to renounce himself. This does not just mean denying oneself. It does not
mean going without certain pleasures in Lent. To leave self behind
means to put oneself last in all things, to have no care about one's life,
position or esteem, and to have no desire for rights or privileges except
that of belonging to Christ.
To take up the cross does not just mean bearing some hardship or
burden. Itwas a frightening expression to the early Christians and to
many since in every age. It means to die for Christ.
To follow Christ means to accept the invitation to travel along the same
road as he did, a road that may involve suffering, rejection and even death.

For those who respond there will be a reward. Just as Jesus will rise from the dead after the suffering and death, so those
who accept his challenge to become disciples will find eternal life. The reverse is also true, according to Matthew. Those
who refuse the challenge to become disciples will find that Jesus does not recognise them as members of the community.
Adapted from The Word of God – Year A by Robin Cooper

All Masses are the Mass for Sunday. Mass will be Friday 10.00 am and Saturday 5.00 pm.
Remember you need to be registered.
Mass will be live-streamed on Friday at 10.00 am.
Go to the first page of our website and click on the YouTube button.

Mass will be offered this week for…
28 August 10.00 am

Liam Spillane, Anniversary RIP and
Private Intentions

29 August

Carl Zalman – Recently Deceased, RIP and
Thomas Traynor, Anniversary, RIP

5.00 pm

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR AUGUST – PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS
We pray for all those who suffer persecution. Almighty
God, who has taught us through your Son, Jesus Christ,
that those who follow him may be persecuted: strengthen,
comfort and encourage all those who suffer harassment,
violence, imprisonment and even death for being followers
of Jesus. Amen.

INFORMATION
Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest (Matthew 11:28).

Feast of Pope St Gregory the Great
(540-604) – 3 September
He was born in Rome and followed the career
of public service that was usual for the son of
an aristocratic family, finally becoming Prefect
of the City of Rome, a post he
held for some years.
He founded a monastery in
Rome and some others in Sicily,
then became a monk himself.
He was ordained deacon and
sent as an envoy to
Constantinople, on a mission that lasted five
years.
He was elected Pope on 3 September 590, the
first monk to be elected to this office. He
reformed the administration of the Church’s
estates and devoted the resulting surplus to
the assistance of the poor and the ransoming
of prisoners. He negotiated treaties with the
Lombard tribes who were ravaging northern
Italy, and by cultivating good relations with
these and other barbarians he was able to
keep the Church’s position secure in areas
where Roman rule had broken down. His
works for the propagation of the faith include
the sending of Augustine and his monks as
missionaries to England in 596, providing
them with continuing advice and support and
(in 601) sending reinforcements. He wrote
extensively on pastoral care, spirituality, and
morals, and designated himself ‘servant of the
servants of God’.
He died on 12 March 604, but as this date
always falls within Lent, his feast is celebrated
on the date of his election as Pope.
Adapted from Catholic Calendar app by Universalis
Publishing

Because of the difficulty with social
distancing, we have decided that this
year we will not risk having
a physical Macmillan event.
Instead we will have a
retiring collection after Masses on 25
and 26 September.
Perhaps all the ladies could wear a hat
to Mass and imagine a garden party.
The gentlemen could wear a fancy tie or
vice versa …
If you cannot give on the days, you can
always donate on the Macmillan
website at
https://donation.macmillan.org.uk

Confirmation 2021
As you know, we had to suspend our
confirmation classes this year but we
plan to resume in the New Year.
If you have a child who will be in Year 8
or above at the start of 2021, please
register with Deacon Philip.

Mass will be live-streamed each Friday
at 10.00 am.
Our prayer sessions are as follows
!
Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church
!
Sunday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church
To access morning prayers, please
open Zoom and click this link
https://zoom.us/j/9974164533 (you may
need to copy and paste it and put it into
your browser). Email Suzanne for the
password.
Sunday Mass is available by clicking the
YouTube button on the first page of our
website.

Book Club News
The Book Club continues to meet
through Zoom. We discussed Eucharist
by Bishop Robert Barron and we are
very happy to report that it was well
received by everyone. If you get the
chance to read it, we thoroughly
recommend it to have a greater
understanding of the Eucharist.
Our next book to read is Ten Women of
the Bible by Max Lucado.
Do you ever feel like a
second-class citizen
in this world? Do you
wonder how God
could possibly use
you to change lives?
For women in biblical
times, these weren't
even questions they
thought about. Being overlooked,
marginalised, having your contributions
discounted because you're a woman ...
it's just the way things were. In this 10lesson workbook, Max Lucado tells
some of his favourite accounts of
women in Scripture and the remarkable
ways God broke down cultural barriers
to use them in the unfolding of his story.
These stories show us there is a God
who sees us where we are and loves us
for who we are. He is the one who
hovers over all the pages of the Bible,
shaping lives, rescuing hearts, healing
sicknesses, raising what was dead to
life, and passing out high callings to
those who choose to follow him and
have faith in him.
Date of the next meeting is: Thursday
12 November at 7.30 pm by Zoom.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
smyates47@gmail.com

CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP
Members provide help, support and
friendship to anyone in need. They
offer this support through befriending
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525
861 949 to find out more about their
work.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 2
September at 8.00 pm by
Zoom. Ring Sue Barley on 01525
634 186 for information. We are
meeting weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
This group will meet again on
16 September by Zoom. Please
contact Nicky Paterson on 01525
750 654.

