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Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission
Follow
us on
Facebook
Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton

Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Parish Priest, Father John Danford sacredheartlb@btinternet.com, 01525 372 321
Parish Deacon, Deacon Philip Pugh deaconphilippugh@northamptondiocese.org, 07711 953 926
Pastoral Administrator, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 23 August standing
orders were £790.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE SEASON OF CREATION
The Season of Creation is a new liturgical season for the Catholic community globally. As it joins the 30-year
ecumenical/orthodox history of celebration under the leadership of Pope Francis and through the promotion of the Vatican
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development. It extends from 1 September, the World Day of Prayer for the Care of
Creation, to 4 October the feast of St Francis of Assisi.
The season focuses on God as Creator of the vast cosmic universe, God’s revelation in Creation,
and our calling to care for God’s creation, protect its rich diversity and address the urgent,
destructive crises threatening its health and future.
This year’s theme is Jubilee for the Earth. Climate change, currently one of Earth’s most pressing
crises, is a result of the intersection of greed, inequality and destruction of God’s Earth. Jubilee is
a time to renounce overconsumption and economic systems based on constant economic growth, at the cost of the Earth
and those who are poor. Jubilee is a time when those who have consumed the most must care for \
those who have suffered the most. Jubilee is a time of rest for the land from constant exploitation,
to restore ecosystems and people.
On this First Sunday of the Season of Creation, the scriptures call us to accept our prophetic
responsibility in love, to invite each other to conversion and care for creation in these times of
ecological crisis.
Adapted from The Ecumenical 2020 Season of Creation Celebration Guide

Praised Be – A prayer inspired by the papal encyclical ‘Laudato Si’
Living God,
have mercy on us,
for the times we forget
that we belong to each other.
You call us to be still,
to hear the whisper of our Sister Wind, to feel the radiance of our Brother Sun,
and to be nourished by our Mother Earth. Renew us in your healing love.
Inspire us to water the earth,
and nurture one another,
so all may flourish.
Together, as one family,
may we always sing your praise.
Through Christ our Lord, Amen.
By Rachel McCarthy, CAFOD

Mass will be offered this week for…
4 September 10.00 am

Kathleen McAlinden, Recently Deceased, RIP
and Lou Gallen, Recently Deceased, RIP

5 September

Intentions of Teresa Grout and
Kathleen McAlinden, Recently deceased. RIP

5.00 pm

All Masses are the Mass
for Sunday. Mass will be
Friday 10.00 am and
Saturday 5.00 pm.
Remember you need to be
registered.
Mass will be live-streamed
on Friday at 10.00 am.
Go to the first page of our
website and click on the
CIRCLE OF PRAYER SEPTEMBER – THE HARVEST AND
YouTube button.
WORKERS ON THE LAND

O Lord, good Father, who in your providence have
entrusted the earth to the human race, we give thanks for
the gift of the harvest and the work of farmers and
landowners; we pray that working together we will ensure
with these gifts will be shared equally among the people of
the earth. Amen.

INFORMATION
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away: behold, the new has come. 2 Corinthians 5:17

Mass will be live-streamed each Friday
at 10.00 am.
Our prayer sessions are as follows
!
Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church
!
Sunday – 9.00 am Morning
Prayer of the Church

Reflection on Today’s Gospel
Throughout the world, these days we
have experienced the horrors of
violence and war and tremendous
inhumanity. Some who are reading this
reflection may be in the midst of this
terrible violence. Others just read about
it, but feel real pain at the suffering we
read or see on the news.
Jesus tells his disciples to be patiently
helpful to our brothers and sisters who
sin against us. We are to work it out,
one on one, as opposed to trashing the
offender before everyone else. We are
to go first to the person himself or
herself. If that does not work, Jesus tells
us to take two others, to still try to build
a bridge of healing. Finally, Jesus says
that if that does not work, we should let
this be a matter for the community. Only
after all this effort at reconciliation has
failed, should we say we had done the
best we can.
Jesus clearly builds his community of
followers on the notion of a community
in which we care for one another, even
when there is conflict and division. And,
at the end of this Gospel reading, Jesus
assures us that whenever we are
gathered together in prayer, he'll be with
us.
Our reflection on today’s readings and
the terrible conflicts in the world can
lead us to come together and pray for
healing in our world. So much of the
violence which is happening is the result
of some injustice, some hurt and pain.
Violence is never justified, but upon
reflection, we can often learn from a
terrible chain of circumstances which
ignited the violence.
Let us together pray for leaders and
ordinary people everywhere, that we can
come together to find the path to peace
built upon some kind of reconciliation
and a just care for the common good,
especially for those on the margins of
our society.
https://onlineministries.creighton.edu
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
smyates47@gmail.com

To access morning prayers, please
open Zoom and click this link
https://zoom.us/j/9974164533 (you may
need to copy and paste it and put it into
your browser). Email Suzanne for the
password.
Sunday Mass is available by clicking the
YouTube button on the first page of our
website.

Book Club
Our next book to read is
Ten Women of the Bible
by Max Lucado.
Date of the next meeting is:
Thursday 12 November at
7.30 pm by Zoom.

This will take place after Mass on
Friday 18 September and
Saturday 19 September
The appeal will consist of a
retiring collection after both
these Masses and the annual report
which will be attached to the parish
newsletter.
For more information, contact Brendan
Spillane on 01525 861 949.
We welcome Evelyn, daughter
of Grace and Sean Jones, who
will be baptised into the Catholic
community on 6 September.
We ask the parish to pray for her and
her family on this special day, and wish
Evelyn and her family all God's
blessings on their journey of faith.

Because of the difficulty with social
distancing, this year we will not risk
having a physical Macmillan
event.
Instead we will have a
retiring collection after Masses on 25
and 26 September.
Perhaps all the ladies could wear a hat
to Mass and imagine a garden party.
The gentlemen could wear a fancy tie or
vice versa …

CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP
Members provide help, support and
friendship to anyone in need. They
offer this support through befriending
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525
861 949 to find out more about their
work.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 2
September at 8.00 pm by
Zoom. Ring Sue Barley on 01525
634 186 for information. We are
meeting weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
This group will meet again on
16 September by Zoom. Please
contact Nicky Paterson on 01525
750 654.

