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5 July 2020                                                   Feast of Saint Peter and Saint 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER SEPTEMBER – THE HARVEST AND 
WORKERS ON THE LAND  

O Lord, good Father, who in your providence have 
entrusted the earth to the human race, we give thanks for 
the gift of the harvest and the work of farmers and 
landowners, we pray that working together we will ensure 
with these gifts will be shared equally among the people of 
the earth. Amen. 
 

 

Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in 
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to 
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission 

 

Mass will be offered this week for… 

11 September 10.00 am Private Intentions and 
Betty Mahony, Birthday Anniversary, RIP 

12 September 5.00 pm Special Intentions, Seán Forde, RIP and  
Thomas and Mary Kerrigan, Anniversary, RIP 

 
 

  

 

 

We now have the church open from 9.00 am to 12.00 pm on 
Saturdays, for private prayer.  
The Parish Room at the rear of our church, is accessible for a 
maximum of six people at any one time. If you are able to 
come to the church for prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
then please bear in mind access will be rather limited, we ask 
everyone attending to limit their stay to not more than 30 
minutes. 
 
 

 

13 September 2020          24th Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year A 

 

On 14 September, the Church celebrates the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. Some non-Christian might ask: Why 
‘exalt’ the Cross? We can respond that we do not exalt any cross whatsoever or all crosses: we exalt the Cross of Jesus, 
because in it God’s love for humanity was fully revealed. That’s what the Gospel of John 
reminds us of in the liturgy of the feast: ‘God so loved the world that he gave his only Son’ 
(3:16). The Father ‘gave’ the Son to save us, and this resulted in the death of Jesus, and his 
death on the Cross. Why? Why was the Cross necessary? Because of the gravity of the evil 
which enslaved us. The Cross of Jesus expresses both things: all the negative forces of evil, 
and all of the gentle omnipotence of God’s mercy. The Cross would seem to decree Christ’s 
failure, but in reality it signals his victory. On Calvary, those who mocked him said to him, ‘If 
you are the Son of God, come down from the cross’ (cf. Mt 27:40). But the opposite was true; 
it was precisely because Jesus was the Son of God, that he was there, on the Cross, faithful 
to the end to the loving plan of the Father. And for this very reason God ‘exalted’ Jesus 
(Phil 2:9), conferring universal kingship on him. 
When we look to the Cross where Jesus was nailed, we contemplate the sign of love, of the  
infinite love of God for each of us and the source of our salvation. The mercy of God, which embraces the whole world, 
springs from the Cross. Through the Cross of Christ, the Evil One is overcome, death is defeated, life is given to us, hope is 
restored. This is important: through the Cross of Christ hope is restored to us. The Cross of Jesus is our one true hope! That 
is why the Church ‘exalts’ the Holy Cross, and why we Christians bless ourselves with the sign of the cross. That is, we don’t 
exalt crosses, but the glorious Cross of Christ, the sign of God’s immense love, the sign of our salvation and path towards 
the Resurrection. This is our hope.  
While we contemplate and celebrate the Holy Cross, we think, with emotion, of so many of our brothers and sisters who are 
being persecuted and killed because of their faith in Christ. This happens especially wherever religious freedom is still not 
guaranteed or fully realised. It happens, however, even in countries and areas which, in principle, protect freedom and 
human rights but where, in practice, believers, and especially Christians, encounter restrictions and discrimination. So we 
remember them and pray for them in a special way.  
Pope Francis, 14 September 2014 

Adapted from http://w2.vatican.va 

 

FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS – 14 SEPTEMBER 

All Masses are the Mass for Sunday. Mass will be Friday 
10.00 am and Saturday 5.00 pm. 

Remember you need to be registered.  
Mass will be live-streamed on Friday at 10.00 am. 

Go to the first page of our website and click on the 
YouTube button. 

 
 

Thank you for your 
contribution to the parish. 
For 6 September standing 
orders were £800.00  

With thanks, Finance 
Committee. 
 

 

The new COVID-19 regulation about 
meeting in groups of no more than 6 

does not apply to church services 
but does apply before and after 

Mass. 



 

  

 

Fr. John’s Homily for 24th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year A 
As with most of Jesus’ parables, we are invited to identify with one of the characters involved. In 
the case of the parable today, the parable of the unforgiving servant, we cannot identify with the 
king, because he represents God, nor with the unlucky servant thrown into gaol. No, we must 
identify with the main character, the servant who is forgiven much, but fails to forgive himself. 

The debt the king forgives him is astronomical: 10, 000 talents is more than the total tax income 
for an entire Roman province, millions of pounds in today’s terms. And here lies the problem: 
Okay, we may feel that we have let God down from time to time somewhat, but to the degree 
that this amount represents? Surely not!  

But, within the context of this Season of Creation which Pope France has instigated, maybe we 
have, at least as members of the villains of the piece – the human race. A news item on the 
BBC, tucked away amongst other items, like it didn’t matter that much, concerned a startling 
report from the World Wildlife Fund. Their research has shown that over the last 50 years, since 
1970, two thirds of the world’s wild life has been lost. And we all know who the culprits are – us! 
As members of the human race we are all guilty of an offence which 10 000 talents could 
certainly represent. And, being human, we are all too good at pointing at others and saying it’s 
their fault, rather than looking to ourselves. 

As followers of Christ it is incumbent upon us to do whatever we can in our own ways of living 
to limit, or indeed reverse the damage done. I hear comments from time to time about “getting 
back to normal” after the pandemic. But we cannot “go back to normal”, to the way things were, 
as this will involve watching what’s left of the wild life disappear down the plug hole, and 
humanity disappear with it, as all life is linked and interconnected. We owe it to future 
generations, to our children and grandchildren, and indeed, to God’s creation. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Unite against coronavirus  

As we cope with coronavirus in the UK, 
we think of our sisters and brothers in 
developing countries who are facing this 
pandemic with fragile health systems, 
some of which have almost no intensive 
care beds or ventilators.  

Food prices have already risen with 
borders closing, the poorest are losing 
their jobs and income with wholesale 
shutdowns. Furthermore, inadequate 
healthcare, lack of access to washing 
facilities and limited ability to social 
distance will result in loss of life on an 
intolerable scale. The likely impact will 
be devastating.  

We are one global family. Please will 
you sign the CAFOD petition to ask the 
government to work with other world 
leaders to help the most vulnerable 
people in our world to cope with this 
crisis. 

To sign the petition visit 
cavod.orkg.uk/coronaviruscampaign 

 

 

INFORMATION 
CONFESSION       
Confessions are available before all 
Masses. 
PRAYER LINE              
Please ring for intercessory prayer 
on 01525 634 186. We have some 
wonderful answers to prayers. Be 
assured of full confidentiality. 
SAFEGUARDING                               
For information contact Paula Bates 
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk 
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk 
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSE-
BOUND?                                     
Please let us know of anyone who 
needs a visit. See box below for 
hospital contacts. 
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP 
Members provide help, support and 
friendship to anyone in need. They 
offer this support through befriending 
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525 
861 949 to find out more about their 
work. 
LITTLE ’UNS                                
This has been postponed for the 
time being.  

MASS INTENTIONS                         
For Mass Intentions, call or email 
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr. 
John to say a Mass. She has Mass 
cards at home so call or email if you 
need one. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday. 
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661; 

smyates47@gmail.com 

 
 

Hospital Contacts 
If you have anyone in hospital, you 
can contact the following. 
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony 
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or 
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com 
Luton and Dunstable Hospital – 
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756 
685 220 or 
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org 
 
 

JOHN DEAN, RIP 
Please remember John in your  
prayers as he passed away on  
Tuesday 2 June. All our sympathy and 
prayers go to John’s family.  
 
 

 

 

 

Our prayer sessions are as follows 

! Sunday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

! Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

! Thursday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

Fr. John will make a YouTube video of 
his homily and his Sunday Mass is also 
available. You can see it by clicking the 
YouTube button on the first  
page of our website. The button 
looks like this... 

To access please open Zoom and click 
this link   https://zoom.us/j/9974164533 
(you may need to copy and paste it and 
put it into your browser). Email Suzanne 
for the password. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 
This group will meet again on  
16 September by Zoom. Please 
contact Nicky Paterson on 01525 
750 654.  

The sewing group is postponed until 
further notice due to Covid-19. For 
details, phone Hilary  
Brennan on 01525 717 919 

Mothers’ Prayers will next  
meet on Tuesday 14  
September at 8.00 pm by  
Zoom. Ring Sue Barley on 01525 
634 186 for information. We are 
meeting weekly at this time. 

Mass will be live-streamed each Friday 
at 10.00 am. 
Our prayer sessions are as follows 
! Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning 

Prayer of the Church 
! Sunday – 9.00 am Morning 

Prayer of the Church 
To access morning prayers, please 
open Zoom and click this link   
https://zoom.us/j/9974164533 Email 
Suzanne for the password. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away: behold, the new has come. 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

 

 

Because of the difficulty with social 
distancing, we have decided that this 
year we will not risk having  
a physical Macmillan event.  
Instead we will have a  
retiring collection after Masses on 25 
and 26 September. 
Perhaps all the ladies could wear a hat 
to Mass and imagine a garden party. 
The gentlemen could wear a fancy tie or 
vice versa … 
website at 
https://donation.macmillan.org.uk 
 

 

The SVP appeal this year will  
be different. There will be a  
retiring collection after Masses  
on Friday 18 September and Saturday 
19 September and all donations will be 
greatly appreciated. SVP envelopes are 
available for people to take away and 
return with their donation this weekend. 
The SVP envelopes make it easy to Gift 
Aid your donation, if you wish. 

If you have any questions, please 
contact Brendan Spillane on 01525 861 
949. 
 
 

 

Matthew 18:25-35 

The theme of the Gospel reading today 
is forgiveness. Peter asks how often he 
should forgive someone who has 
offended him. Seven times? This was a 
generous suggestion as the Jewish 
Rabbis taught that three times was 
sufficient. Jesus, on the other hand, 
takes the matter to the furthest limit. 
Seventy-seven times is merely a play on 
the number. The meaning is that there 
should be no limit to forgiveness.  

In support of this statement Jesus tells 
the story of the two debtors. It is a 
simple story, easy to understand yet 
profound in its meaning. The first debtor 
owed a vast amount of money and 
pleaded to be given time to pay. The 
master was so sorry for him that with 
extreme generosity, he wiped out his 
debt and the man was free.  

Unfortunately, his good fortune had not 
changed his character and on meeting a 
fellow servant who owed him a few 
pounds, refused him time to pay and 
had the man thrown into prison.  

The master, appalled at such a 
response, withdrew his forgiveness and 
sent the first servant to prison.  

We must be careful not to think that 
God, like the master in the parable, will 
take back his forgiveness. However, if 
we possess an unforgiving nature that 
refuses to treat other people with mercy, 
how can we receive the forgiveness of 
God, for it only works when there is a 
spirit or love and compassion. 

Adapted from The Word of God – Year A  
by Robin Cooper 

 

On the First Sunday of the Season of 
Creation, the scriptures called us to 
accept our prophetic responsibility in 
love, to invite each other to conversion 
and care for creation in these times of 
ecological crisis.  

The readings today remind us not to let 
our prophetic call to others turn into 
anger or vengeance against them. If we 
do not forgive each other, we cannot 
expect God to forgive us. 

We are invited to reflect with gratitude 
on all the failings, sins, and abuse of 
creation that God has forgiven us and is 
now calling us to confront, heal and 
transform. 

The call to be prophetic, yet patient, 
non-judgmental and forgiving with each 
other if we hope God to forgive us, 
extends to all the dimensions of the 
‘integral ecological conversion’, which 
Pope Francis identifies as the prophetic 
word of God to our world at this time: the 
interconnected. 

 


