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5 July 2020                                                   Feast of Saint Peter and Saint 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER OCTOBER – PRISONERS AND THEIR 
FAMILIES  

Lord Jesus Christ, you have come so that we may 
have life to the full, listen to our prayers for all in 
prison and their families, touched by your Spirit, may 
they find newness of heart and be open to that new 
life that is found only in you. Amen.  
 

 

Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in 
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to 
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission 

 

Mass will be offered this week for… 

16 October 10.00 am 
Bridget Kehoe, Recently Deceased, RIP,  
Thomas O’Toole, RIP  and 
Con Herlihy, Anniversary, RIP 

17 October 5.00 pm Special Intentions and 
Intentions of Peter Birkett and family 

 
 

  

 

 

We now have the church open from 9.00 am to 12.00 pm on 
Saturdays, for private prayer.  

The Parish Room at the rear of our church, is accessible for a 
maximum of six people at any one time. If you are able to 
come to the church for prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
then please bear in mind access will be rather limited, we ask 
everyone attending to limit their stay to not more than 30 
minutes. 

 

 

 
18 October 2020          29th Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year A 

 

 

Thank you for your 
contribution to the parish. 
For 4 October standing 
orders were £800.00  

With thanks, Finance 
Committee. 
 

Karol Wojtyla was born in Poland, 18 May 1920. As a young man, he lived through the brutal Nazi occupation of Poland. He 
witnessed many atrocities and on occasions narrowly avoided losing his life. It was during the war that he made the decision 
to train to be a priest; this had to be done clandestinely. During the war, he was also credited with trying to help Jewish 
friends escape persecution. 

The defeat of Nazi Germany saw Poland suffer under a new occupation. Though much less brutal,  
the Communist state was suspicious of the Catholic Church and Karol was frequently bugged by  
state officials. Nevertheless, the young Pope developed a good reputation. He had intelligence,  
charisma and inspired many of his young students. His sharp intellect and practical understanding  
led to his rapid promotion within the Catholic clergy. At the age of 38, he was made the youngest  
bishop in Poland. 

In 1978 after the death of Pope Paul VI and John Paul I, Karol was elected Pope making him one of  
the youngest Popes and the first pope from Poland. It was rather a surprise for John Paul. He  
accepted the position with humility; ‘With obedience in faith to Christ, my Lord, and with trust in the  
Mother of Christ and the Church, in spite of great difficulties, I accept.’ 

Pope John Paul soon put his mark on the papacy. He travelled widely to over 120 countries. His first visit to Poland in 1978 
was a sensation with huge crowds everywhere. It was credited with sparking the solidarity movement of 1980 and providing 
moral support for those seeking to end Soviet rule. He maintained good relations with other religions showing an interest in 
interdenominational meetings not previously seen by the Vatican. He had a deep devotion to the Virgin Mary, during his 
papacy, he visited Lourdes and Fatima. In 1981, there4 was an assassination attempt, and although shot, the Pope 
survived. He credited his survival to the intervention of Our Lady of Fatima, noting it happened on the sixtieth anniversary of 
the Fatima apparitions.  

Towards the end of his life he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease and in 2005, rapidly deteriorated. On 2 April 2005, 
he said his final words, ‘Allow me to depart to the house of the Father’ and he died later in the day, aged 84 years old. 

Adapted from https://www.biographyonline.net/spiritual/pope-john-paul.html 

 

 

All Masses are the Mass for Sunday. Mass will be on 
Friday 10.00 am and Saturday 5.00 pm.  
Remember you need to be registered.  

Mass will be live-streamed on Friday at 10.00 am. 
 
 

The lucky winners were this month are; 
First. Patrick Crehan 
Second. Graham Stockton 
Third. Joanna Jablonska 
Fourth. Una McAlinden. 

 



 

  

Fr. John’s Homily for 29th Sunday, Year A 
I remember on one holiday my friend Peter was reading a book which caused him to chuckle 
from time to time. It turned out to be Catch 22 by Joseph Heller. The eponymous Catch 22 
concerned the pilot of a bomber, in action during World War Two. He knew his chances of 
survival were very poor, but the only way he could be relieved of his job was by declaring 
himself insane. But – here’s the catch – only a sane man would make such a claim, because a 
man who was insane would be unaware of the danger. So by claiming himself to be insane he 
was only proving himself to be sane, so couldn’t get out of his job. 

We appear to be in a Catch 22 situation at the moment with regards the Pandemic. Or, it’s a 
case of heads you win, tails I lose. Or rather, heads Covid wins, tails the economy loses. The 
Government has been trying to negotiate a tricky course between these two extremes, either 
with great care and dexterity or rather ham-fistedly, according to differing opinions. 

And Jesus also finds himself in a fix in the Gospel today. Those naughty Pharisees and vile 
Herodians have set a trap for him, a Catch 22, which they hope he will not be able to wriggle 
out of. Their hypocrisy is blatant: they are happy to use Roman coinage, even though each 
coin bears the head of the Emperor with the title “Son of God” beneath, declared throughout 
the Empire as a god, a blasphemous image for any Jew. Jesus had to ask them to show him a 
coin, he didn’t have one himself! 

The quandary they place him in is obvious: pay taxes to Caesar and he will lose face before 
his followers, who hope he will overthrow their Roman overlords, or do not pay taxes and he 
can be accused of sedition and rebellion. But they have taken God out of the equation. He 
outmanoeuvres them with his clever response, reintroducing God and exposing their own very 
compromised attitude towards God: Jesus sees God in every situation, they should have been 
the same. 

For us, Jesus is saying that whatever our situation may be, and no matter how difficult, we must 
always include God in the bigger picture, that our very lives are His gift, and that we belong to 
Him. God is bigger than Caesar, or indeed any problem that may appear to assail us. 

How would Jesus solve our own conundrum of Covid versus the Economy, I wonder? I think 
he would once again introduce God into the equation, say that God is greater than both, and 
we must trust Him, and his Son. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Unite against coronavirus  

As we cope with coronavirus in the UK, 
we think of our sisters and brothers in 
developing countries who are facing this 
pandemic with fragile health systems, 
some of which have almost no intensive 
care beds or ventilators.  

Food prices have already risen with 
borders closing, the poorest are losing 
their jobs and income with wholesale 
shutdowns. Furthermore, inadequate 
healthcare, lack of access to washing 
facilities and limited ability to social 
distance will result in loss of life on an 
intolerable scale. The likely impact will 
be devastating.  

We are one global family. Please will 
you sign the CAFOD petition to ask the 
government to work with other world 
leaders to help the most vulnerable 
people in our world to cope with this 
crisis. 

To sign the petition visit 
cavod.orkg.uk/coronaviruscampaign 

 

 

INFORMATION 
CONFESSION       
Confessions are available before all 
Masses. 
PRAYER LINE              
Please ring for intercessory prayer 
on 01525 634 186. We have some 
wonderful answers to prayers. Be 
assured of full confidentiality. 

SAFEGUARDING                               
For information contact Paula Bates 
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk 
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk 
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSE-
BOUND?                                     
Please let us know of anyone who 
needs a visit. See box below for 
hospital contacts. 

THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP 
Members provide help, support and 
friendship to anyone in need. They 
offer this support through befriending 
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525 
861 949 to find out more about their 
work. 
LITTLE ’UNS                                
This has been postponed for the 
time being.  

MASS INTENTIONS                         
For Mass Intentions, call or email 
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr. 
John to say a Mass. She has Mass 
cards at home so call or email if you 
need one. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday. 
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661; 

smyates47@gmail.com 

 
 

It's that time again, time to fill a 
shoebox for Operation  
Christmas Child. Shoeboxes  
need to be returned to Harriet 
Lavender-Olds by 7 November. 
Leaflets advising what and what not 
to put in your box and decorated 
shoeboxes will be available from 
this weekend at a cost of 50p each. 

 
 
 

JOHN DEAN, RIP 
Please remember John in your  
prayers as he passed away on  
Tuesday 2 June. All our sympathy and 
prayers go to John’s family.  

 
 

 

 

 

Our prayer sessions are as follows 

! Sunday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

! Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

! Thursday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

Fr. John will make a YouTube video of 
his homily and his Sunday Mass is also 
available. You can see it by clicking the 
YouTube button on the first  
page of our website. The button 
looks like this... 

To access please open Zoom and click 
this link   https://zoom.us/j/9974164533 
(you may need to copy and paste it and 
put it into your browser). Email Suzanne 
for the password. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 
This group will meet again on  
21 October by Zoom. Please 
contact Nicky Paterson on 01525 
750 654.  

The sewing group is postponed until 
further notice due to Covid-19. For 
details, phone Hilary  
Brennan on 01525 717 919 

Mothers’ Prayers will next  
meet on Tuesday 20  
October at 8.00 pm by  
Zoom. Ring Sue Barley on 01525 
634 186 for information. We are 
meeting weekly at this time. 

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others (Philippians 2:4). 

 

 

 

The Luminous Mysteries

 
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world.  John 9:5 
They fill in the blanks between the childhood 
of Jesus and his suffering and death on the 
cross. Therefore, they beautifully complement 
the traditional Catholic Rosary prayers of St 
Dominic. 
As you increase in this depth of knowledge of 
the life of Jesus, you will also find greater 
peace within your own life by meditating upon 
the Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary. 
! Baptism of Jesus – Jesus is baptised by his 

cousin, John the Baptist, in the River 
Jordan 

! Wedding at Cana – Jesus performs his 
first public miracle by changing water into 
wine at a wedding feast 

! Proclaiming the Kingdom – Jesus goes 
about preaching and proclaiming the 
coming to the Kingdom of God 

! Transfiguration – Jesus takes Peter, James 
and John up to Mount Tabor, and Moses 
and Elijah appear with Jesus 

! Institution of the Eucharist – At the Last 
Supper, Jesus turns bread and wine into 
his body and blood 

As you incorporate these mysteries into your 
rosary prayer, you will enjoy greater peace in 
your life. This is so because you will interiorise 
key events in the public life of Jesus. Jesus 
came not only to open the gates of Heaven, 
but also to teach people how to treat one 
another and how to love God.  

• These Mysteries of Light help you grow in 
these areas and your life, and those around 
you will benefit immeasurably. 

Taken from http://www.how-to-pray-the-rosary- 

World Mission Sunday supports 
missionaries who work  
alongside communities that  
are poor or in need, regardless  
of their background or belief.  
By supporting Missio, the Pope’s charity 
for world mission, you will help 
missionaries like Sr Nilcéia share the 
love of Christ with those most in need. 
Please pray for the mission of the 
Church throughout the world and give 
what you can. Please give by calling 020 
7821 9755 (office hours) or visit Missio’s 
website to give a single gift, set up a 
direct debit and gift aid your donation, if 
possible: missio.org.uk  
 

 
 

Prayers for Your Intentions 
Mothers’ Prayer have been meeting for 
19 years to pray for our children, 
grandchildren, families, friends  
and parish. The Lord has  
blessed us with many answers  
to our prayers. We are now  
continuing to meet each week  
via Zoom.  It is good to be able to 
support each other during these difficult 
times.   
We would like to extend an invitation to 
anyone who would like to ask us to pray 
for their Intentions. 
Ring Sue Barley on 01525 634 186.  
Be assured of full confidentiality as we 
pray for you and those you hold dear. 
If anyone would like to actually join us 
via Zoom, you would be most welcome 
and can do so by ringing the above 
number. 
 

 

 

Today’s Gospel is taken from Matthew 
22: 15-21 

In Holy Week, Jesus is asked a series of 
questions designed to trap him into 
saying something that could lead to his 
arrest. In the Gospel set for today, the 
Pharisees and members of Herod's 
party come to Jesus subserviently and 
ask him a political question: Should they 
pay taxes to Rome or not? 

Jesus is faced with a problem. If he had 
said, ‘Yes’, he would have been 
extremely unpopular with the people 
who hated the poll tax imposed by the 
Romans. He would also have become 
even more unpopular than he already 
was with the Pharisees who were bitterly 
opposed to the Roman occupation. If he 
had said ‘No’, he would be guilty of 
treason. Calling for a coin and asking 
whose head was imprinted on it, allowed 
him to make a meaningful answer: ‘Give 
back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, 
and to God what belongs to God.’ 

What Jesus meant by this reply was that 
the Jews already recognised the 
Romans as the civil authority and there 
was a duty to recognise such authority 
but there was also another allegiance: to 
God. 

Adapted from The Word of God Year A by Robyn Cooper 

 

 

 


