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Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission
Follow
us on
Facebook
Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton

Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Parish Priest, Father John Danford sacredheartlb@btinternet.com, 01525 372 321
Parish Deacon, Deacon Philip Pugh deaconphilippugh@northamptondiocese.org, 07711 953 926
Pastoral Administrator, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 1 November standing
orders were £800.00
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

Lockdown!
Unfortunately, Mass has to be
suspended until the lockdown is finished.
Fr. John will say Mass at 10.00 am each
Friday and be live-streamed on YouTube.
November Mass Intentions, already
receive, will be offered at the Friday
Masses.
Morning prayers on Zoom will continue
on Sundays and Tuesdays at 9.00 am.
Private prayer will be available on
Saturdays between 3.30 pm and 5.00
The virgins are all clearly believers, some are wise, some are foolish, but all believe in God
pm. There will be about 20 seats
and Christ. We don't often realise it, but like the virgins, all believers are awaiting the
available and we request parishioners to
coming of the Bridegroom in glory at the end of time when Jesus, the returning Son of
stay no longer than 15 minutes.
God, the King, will wrap up human history. The Second Coming, the Parousia, is one of
the central doctrines of our faith, along with the incarnation the cross and the Resurrection. The Remembrance Service at St Peter
and St Paul’s will go ahead without a
For some, this thirst for Christ's return lives in them as a profound truth of faith; they
congregation and will be live-streamed
groan and long for this final and definitive event in history, the culmination of salvation
on their Facebook page.
history.
Christ's return is the blessed hope of the Church. We are a people who rejoice in Jesus' first On Remembrance Day 11 November,
coming but also long for and prepare for his second. All of the virgins had lamps and all of Adoration with Benediction will be held
the virgins fell asleep. The sleep is the sleep of sin, to which we all succumb because faith is between 10.30 am and 11.30 am. There
lived through a struggle with sin, darkness and confusion. The difference was that the wise will be no congregation; the service will
be live-streamed on YouTube.
virgins had come prepared with an extra jar of oil, in case their lamps went out. We need a
grace of revelation to understand the meaning of the jars of oil they took with them, but
We suggest that we all offer a decade of
perhaps this extra provision of oil relates to faith in the return of the King, the Bridegroom. the rosary once a day for the duration of
They couldn't share this oil, just as we can't share our hope in Christ's return; this truth
lockdown, for deliverance and the care of
burning in our hearts is a gift of the Spirit.
all those directly affected by the virus.
Foodbank donations can be left at the
Lord, deepen within me a living faith in your return. Anoint me with the special oil of faith which cries
church in the box near the door and
'Come, Lord Jesus, come '
Taken from Bible Alive, November 2020 when the church is open for prayer.
We continue to plan for our Christmas
Mass
of Prayer for November
Memorial
Masses of Remembrance will be offered for servicesCircle
and celebrations.
We will keep
Our
Young
People
Mass
the
Deceased
Family
and
Friends
of
Intentions
you informed in the
bulletin.
The parable of the Ten Virgins, or Bridesmaids, occurs only in the Gospel of St Matthew.
Unlike some of the other parables (the parable of
the Sower, for example) Jesus offers no interpretation.
Rather we are invited to plumb its depths, mine its treasure
and drill deep for its hidden meaning - or, put another way,
work it out for ourselves. We can skim the surface, even
paddle a little in its light, but to truly enter the mystery it
unlocks, we need time, resources (commentaries,
concordances, study aids) and, most of all, prayer, the
desire to immerse ourselves in the Scriptures. Last but in no way least, the wisdom of the
Holy Spirit, the oil in all our lamps.

Margaret Bird
and
Michael Brown
6 November

10.00 am
Cindy Baldwin
and
Michelle Devaney

Tudor & Peggy
Thomas

The Mahony &
Yates Families

Thomas & Hilda
Flanagan

The O’Brien &
Kay Families

Thomas Louis &
Ada Chadwick

Wood Family

God, our Father, we thank you for the gift
of our children. We ask you to send your
holy angels to protect and guide them each
Aylward, Herlihy & day so that they will walk the narrow path
Barnett Families
of purity, self-control and obedience as
was taught to us by your own Son, Jesus
Tom Fagan &
Fagan & Farrelly Christ. We ask this through Jesus Christ
our Lord in union with the Holy Spirit.
Families
Amen.
Victoria Fabi

Fr. John’s Homily 32nd Sunday, Year A
There’s a story – I hope it’s true! – about a priest who gave a sermon on the five wise and
five foolish virgins and ended with this warning: ‘So stay awake like the wise virgins and
don’t go to bed with the foolish ones!’ Although he conveyed a meaning he hadn’t intended
there was an inaccuracy on another front: all ten virgins fell asleep.
The ten virgins (or bridesmaids) were waiting at the house of the groom for his return with
his bride from her father’s house, as marriages were arranged, and delicate negotiations
regarding the terms of the marriage might hit a snag, thus the delay.
Eventually, at night when the groom returned with his bride there must have been a lookout
up the road to herald their approach. The virgins woke up, and the wise virgins refused to
help out the foolish ones to make up for their oil shortage. They were not being mean, there
may not have been enough to keep all ten torches burning.
The foolish five went off to try to buy some oil, unlikely at that time of night, no 24 hours
opening in those days, and on their return the wedding celebrations were already underway.
They were not let in: they had let the groom, the bride, everyone down.
The essential difference between the wise and the foolish virgins was that the wise five
focused on what they had to do, the job they were given, providing a lighted procession for
the bride and groom. In the simplest terms, they thought of others, not themselves. The
foolish five did not, their minds were unfocused or preoccupied with themselves and their
own concerns, and not enough on the task at hand.
The groom and the bride might be seen to represent Christ and our neighbour, so to be
ready means to be focused on Christ and our neighbour rather than ourselves. But what
would this involve? Well, no surprises here, I’m afraid: we come to a mundane and familiar
list:
We need to be working at all those virtues required of us by Christ: a readiness to forgive,
showing respect to others, taking every opportunity to help those in need, being mindful of
those who are lonely during the lockdown and those who might need help.
We need to focus on eradicating sin from our lives, in so far as we are aware of it, all those
things that drive a wedge between us and God and our neighbour.
We need to working at our spiritual lives, especially prayer during this extra time of lock
down, the need to spend time with God on a regular basis.
By now I suppose I may have bored most of you to death and like those virgins you’ve fallen
asleep. But, as Craig Revel Horwood from Strictly would say: ‘I’m sorry, darlings, but that’s
how it is!’ Sometimes the preacher is left with no alternative but to state the blinkin’ obvious!

INFORMATION
Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts (Psalms 95: 7b-8a).

CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.

A Message from Cardinal Nicols and the Catholic Bishop’s
Conference of England and Wales
At this difficult moment, we ask that, as a Catholic community, we make
full use of our churches as places of individual prayer and sources of solace and
help. We must sustain each other in our patterns of prayer, joining a national shared
moment of prayer each day at 6.00 pm, and observing the Vigil of Christ the King
(21 November) as a day of prayer or the ending of this pandemic. And we
encourage you all in your practical service and support of each other and those
around you in need.

PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.

Remembering
In November we take special care to
remember those we have
loved and cared for but who
have died. We recall them
and celebrate their lives and
the way they loved us, cared for us and
taught us. By recalling their memory we
build a personal shrine – not as a table
in a corner, but a place in our hearts for
those we love.
Memorial Masses for the Dead
It is traditional in the Church for
families to request a Mass for the
deceased members of their families
and for their deceased friends.
Envelopes have been provided in
church for you to include a list of their
names and to place a Mass offering.
The diocese suggests a gift of
between £5.00 and £10.00, or as
much as you can afford. These should
be placed in presbytery letterbox and
Suzanne will then arrange Mass for
the Intentions listed.
Prayer
We commend into your hands and
heart, O Lord, those whom we have
loved (name) ………………
You gave them breath,
and loved them through their lives.
Hold them now in your tenderness and
compassion and give them peace.
AMEN
Grant them peace;
Let light eternal shine on them;
in your loving wisdom and almighty
power work in and through them
the good purpose of your perfect will;
Through Christ Our Lord.
AMEN

On Remembrance Day 11 November,
Adoration with Benediction will be held
between 10.30 am and 11.30 am. There
will be no congregation; the service
will be live-streamed on YouTube.

Flitwick Singers
Virtual Concert
9 December 7.30 pm
in Aid of Parkinson’s UK
As we cannot have a live concert this
year, the choir is putting together a
virtual concert of carols and readings.
To book a place to hear and see it, as
well as donate to an important cause,
please go to
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/VGW. You
will then be sent the link to join the
concert in good time for 9 December.
There will be some well-known carols for
you to join in with, too. Closing date for
registration is 30 November.

Our Digital Church
The latest digital device we have
installed is a donation station.
This allows you to donate
to the church by credit/debit card.
Operated with a touch screen, this offers you
a number of options such as, Offertory, 2nd
Collection, Repository and Parish Fundraising
etc.
Once you have decided where you want your
donation to go, the next screen offers you set
amounts of £3, £5, £10 and ‘Other Amount’.
If you choose one of the set amounts, all you
the need to do is tap Donate then tap your
card on the machine to the right of the touch
screen.
The device will be cleaned and disinfected
regularly but you are asked to:
1. Wash or sanitise your hands before
and after donating
2. Don’t touch your face until you have
cleaned your hands
TOM EASTWOOD, RIP
Please remember Tom in your
prayers. His burial service will
take place on Friday.
All our sympathy and prayers go to
Tom’s family.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
smyates47@gmail.com

SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP
Members provide help, support and
friendship to anyone in need. They
offer this support through befriending
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525
861 949 to find out more about their
work.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 10
November at 8.00 pm by
Zoom. Ring Sue Barley on 01525
634 186 for information. We are
meeting weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
This group will meet again on
18 November by Zoom. Please
contact Nicky Paterson on 01525
750 654.

