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Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission
Follow
us on
Facebook
Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton

Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Parish Priest, Father John Danford sacredheartlb@btinternet.com, 01525 372 321
Parish Deacon, Deacon Philip Pugh deaconphilippugh@northamptondiocese.org, 07711 953 926
Pastoral Administrator, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 1 November standing
orders were £800.00
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

Today’s Gospel is from Matthew 25:14-30
In the parable of the Talents, the master who went abroad had three servants, each of whom had
a certain amount of ability. He divided his capital between the three. To the first he gave five
talents, to the second, two, and to the third, one. The first two traded successfully and
increased their master's wealth by 100%. The third servant made no attempt to trade but dug a
hole and kept the money safe for his master's return. He took no risks at all. The first two were
rewarded for their success and the third was punished for failing to exercise his stewardship
in a proper manner.
The parable has two meanings. Originally, it was most probably directed against the Scribes and
Pharisees who, like the third servant, had kept the message of God to themselves with their
exclusiveness.
Considering themselves to be superior, they cared little for the ordinary person and looked down on sinners.
By the time Matthew wrote his Gospel, the meaning of the parable had changed. The early Church used it as a call to
faithfulness and obedience in the interim between the Second Coming of Jesus and the establishing of the kingdom of
heaven over all the earth. Then, when Jesus returns, each person will be required to give an account of their lives and their
stewardship.
Today many Christians see, in this parable, a twenty-first century meaning in the command to use their talents and abilities
in the service of God and all people.
Adapted from The Year of the Word, Year A by Robin Cooper

Fr. John will say Mass at 10.00 am each Friday, live-streamed
on YouTube.
There is still time to fill a shoebox for
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Morning prayers on Zoom will continue on Sundays and
return has been extended to 5 December.
Tuesdays at 9.00 am.
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Fr. John’s Homily 32nd Sunday, Year A
As a child, I would sometimes set up false ‘rivalries’ where none really existed, for example
between two game shows on the ITV: Take Your Pick and Double Your Money. Take Your
Pick represented the ‘goodies’, whilst Double Your Money were the bad guys.
Take Your Pick was hosted by the genial Michael Miles, and would begin with a little game to
introduce the contestants. Miles quizzed them for a minute, they had to avoid saying ‘yes’ or
‘no’, or nod or shake their heads. For example: ‘What is your name?’ ‘Fr John’ ‘Fr John?’ ‘Yes’
Gong! You were out. If you got through the minute, you were given half a crown (not £1 as
Wikipedia claims). The main part of the show was a game of chance, with the audience
shouting out ‘Take the money!’ or ‘Open the box!’ to assist the contestant.
The show always ended the same way, with Michael Miles saying:’ This is your quiz and
conquizzitor Michael Miles saying goodbye, good luck and cheerio to you all – goodbye
everybody, goodbye!’ Then followed the theme tune (which I duly sing if you watch one of my
streamed Masses!)
Double Your Money was less enjoyable. It was hosted by Hughie Green, better known for
Opportunity Knocks, whose catch phrase was ‘I mean that most sincerely, folks, I really do!’
Hmm, well, not so sure about that, myself. He was assisted by a cheeky young girl called
Monica.
All this is a preamble to our Gospel parable today, because it is a bit like ‘Double your money,
and take it away’ as the theme tune used to go. The first two servants did indeed double their
money, whilst the third had it taken away. The two used their skills and energies to make
money, but the other servant, motivated by fear, or maybe laziness, hides it in the ground.
Thus he makes a loss, if he’d even placed it in the bank it might at least have maintained its
value by earning some interest.
Needless to say, the story has nothing to do with entrepreneurs, or capitalist speculations and
money making for personal gain, it is a parable, after all. Rather, Jesus is challenging us about
how we use our gifts and energies to bring glory to God and to help those in need. Are we
motivated by a desire to live our Christian faith? Do we hunger for God in our lives and that
sense of fulfilment which only God can give? This is what the first two servants represent.
So, to go back to the game shows, we are invited to ‘Take Your Pick’, because that is what the
parable boils down to, to choose a life with God or without God, and each of us is faced with
that choice. Or, going back to that funny ‘Yes – No’ game, our lives need to be a ‘Yes’ to God
and a ‘Yes’ to Jesus.

INFORMATION
Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts (Psalms 95: 7b-8a).
Remembering…
In November we take special care to
remember those we have
loved and cared for but who
have died. We recall them and
celebrate their lives and the
way they loved us, cared for
us and taught us. By recalling their
memory we build a personal shrine, not
as a table in a corner, but a place in our
hearts for those we love.
Memorial Masses for the Dead
It is traditional in the Church for
families to request a Mass for the
deceased members of their families
and for their deceased friends.
Envelopes have been provided in
church for you to include a list of their
names and to place a Mass offering.
The diocese suggests a gift of
between £5.00 and £10.00, or as
much as you can afford. These should
be placed in the black buckets,
Suzanne will then arrange Mass for
the Intentions listed, and for those
requesting the memorial Mass.
Prayer
We commend into your hands and
heart, O Lord, those whom we have
loved (name)………………
You gave them breath,
and loved them through their lives.
Hold them now in your tenderness and
compassion and give them peace.
AMEN
Grant them peace;
Let light eternal shine on them;
in your loving wisdom and almighty
power work in and through them
the good purpose of your perfect will;
Through Christ Our Lord.
AMEN
EILEEN GILBEY, RIP
Please remember Eileen in your
prayers. She passed away
recently.
All our sympathy and prayers go to
Eileen’s family.
PAMELA CURTIN, RIP
Please remember Pamela in your
prayers. She passed away
recently.
All our sympathy and prayers go to
Pamela’s family.
HELEN CALDOW, RIP
Please remember Helen in your
prayers. She passed away
recently.
All our sympathy and prayers go to
Helen’s family.

‘I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat.’ Matthew 25:35
Please continue to help with your food
donations. We have been asked to donate tins
of carrots and peas as well as long life fruit
juices.
Donations can be left at the church when it is
open for prayer on Saturday.
If you would like to give the Need project a
donation, please contact Suzanne for their
bank details.

We are unable to have our Christmas
post box this year, so we ask you not to
bring your Christmas cards to the
church.
We have designed a
small variety of
Christmas cards
that will be available at
the church when Lockdown is
finished. You will be able to select a
card and put it on the wall at the back of
the church.

We are planning our Christmas activities
and services so we will be ready to go
as soon as the lockdown is over.
Our reconciliation service will be on 15
December with Fr. John and Fr. Bennie.
We are having our Christmas Nine
Lessons and Carol service, with some
variations, on 20 December.
We are planning our Christmas Masses.
Times of the Masses and registrations
will be sent out after the Feast of Christ
the King.
The SVP Giving Tree envelopes will be
available as soon as the church reopens
for Mass.
Adoration will be held as usual, closer to
Christmas when we will pray for the end
of the pandemic.

The lucky winners were this month are;
First.
Pat King
Second.
Thomas Cahill
Third.
Helen Burgess
Fourth.
Clare Bevan
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
smyates47@gmail.com

CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP
Members provide help, support and
friendship to anyone in need. They
offer this support through befriending
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525
861 949 to find out more about their
work.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 17
November at 8.00 pm by
Zoom. Ring Sue Barley on 01525
634 186 for information. We are
meeting weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
This group will meet again on
18 November by Zoom. Please
contact Nicky Paterson on 01525
750 654.

