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 Bulletin 
5 July 2020                                                   Feast of Saint Peter and Saint 

Circle of Prayer for November  
Our Young People 

God, our Father, we thank you for the gift 
of our children. We ask you to send your 
holy angels to protect and guide them each 
day so that they will walk the narrow path 
of purity, self-control and obedience as 
was taught to us by your own Son, Jesus 
Christ. We ask this through Jesus Christ 
our Lord in union with the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
 

Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in 
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to 
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission 

 

Mass 
Intentions 

Memorial 
Mass 

Masses of Remembrance will be offered for 
the Deceased Family and Friends of 

20 November 10.00 am 

Ian Cahill,  

Jo Underhay,  

John Dean 

and 

Pamela Curtin  

Perrett and Spiteri 
Families  

Donald Rodgers 

Mrs Flitton 

O'Neill, Murray 
& Buxton Family  

Harmer & Francis 
Families  

Hamilton Family & 
Friends 

Rees, Orchard & 
Dunn Family  

McParland & 
Brown Families 

Crehan Family 

Power & Switon 
Families 

Sexton & Campbell 
Families 

 
 

  

 

 

We now have the church open from 9.00 am to 12.00 pm on 
Saturdays, for private prayer.  
The Parish Room at the rear of our church, is accessible for a 
maximum of six people at any one time. If you are able to 
come to the church for prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
then please bear in mind access will be rather limited, we ask 
everyone attending to limit their stay to not more than 30 
minutes. 
 
 

 
22 November 2020                                   Feast of Christ the King 

 

Thank you for your 
contribution to the parish. 
For 8 November standing 
orders were £800.00  

With thanks, Finance 
Committee. 
 

The liturgical year draws to an end in the celebration of the feast of Christ the King. Jesus is a king but not as we 
understand what it means to be a king. Jesus the King appears without power or glory: his throne  
is the cross, his crown is made of thorns; he has no sceptre but a reed; he has no luxurious  
clothing, but rather is stripped of his tunic; he wears no ring, but rather his hands are pierced with  
nails. He has no treasures; he was sold for thirty pieces of silver.  

Jesus the King's reign is not of this world (John 18:36); he has an army, not of soldiers but of  
legions of angels (Matt. 26:53). He is the Servant King, and the grandeur of his kingdom is not in  
its power or influence or wealth but in its love, the love of God. He is the king of love and he  
reigns over the kingdom of love. His love forgives all things, hopes all things and sustains all  
things (1 Cor. 13:7). His love overcomes sin, death and fear.  

The Scriptures testify that Jesus of Nazareth is the King not just of the Jews but of the universe,  
the cosmos, heaven and earth, and everything under the earth. The ancient hymn sung by our  
forefathers and now revered as sacred Scripture, proclaims that at his name every knee will bow, and every tongue confess 
that he is King and Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:9-11).  

Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation, the Saviour and the Creator, for by him all things were 
made. In him dwells the fullness of the deity, and by his cross he has saved, redeemed and reconciled us to God the 
Father. Jesus of Nazareth is the radiance of God's glory, the exact representation of his being. Queen Elizabeth II 
describes herself as the servant Queen of the King she serves, her king and Lord Jesus Christ.  

Christ Jesus, I acknowledge you as king of the universe. All that has been created has been made for you. I renew the 
promises I made in baptism, when I renounced Satan and all his empty promises, pomp and works, and I dedicate my life 
to serving the Servant King in establishing the kingdom of God.  

Adapted from Bible Alive, December 2020 

 
 

 

There is still time to fill a shoebox as the date to return has been 
extended to 5 December. Information advising what and what not to 
put in your box can be found at https://www.samaritans-
purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/ 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
  

 
 

 
Fr. John’s Homily for Feast of Christ the King, Year A 

The year 2020 will be remembered as the Year of Covid, but for us in the Church it was 
intended to have been the Year of the Word, focusing especially on the Gospel of 
Matthew. Today’s Gospel represents the climax of Jesus’ teaching in Matthew, the 
parable to which the previous parables over the last few Sundays were leading up to, 
and indeed, it is climactic in its own right: the Last Judgement, the separation of the 
sheep from the goats. 

The Gospel of St Matthew ends with this promise from Jesus: “And know, I am with you 
always, yes, to the end of time” (Matt 28:20) I like to use this reading often at Baptisms, 
it is such a positive message. Isn’t that nice: it generates such a warm feeling inside. 
Jesus will always be at my side, through thick and thin, my constant friend – aaah! 

But, hold on one cotton pickin’ minute (to quote Deputy Doug), in today’s Gospel Jesus 
tells us that “What you did to the least of these you did it to me.” (Also, of course, what 
you didn’t do, you didn’t to me.) He didn’t say: “It is as though you did it to me” but “you 
did it to me”. In other words, yes indeed, Jesus is always with us, but in the poor, the 
needy, the lonely and so on. 

And that, according to the parable, is when we encounter Jesus: in the hungry, the 
thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, those in prison. So ultimately, it is not our 
asceticism, penances, our prayers that count, but rather the respect and the generosity 
we show to others, and especially those in need. The purpose of prayer and spiritual 
practices is to open ourselves to God to give us the guidance and the energies, which 
impel us to serve. 

I like the old Jewish saying which Rabbi Lionel Blue once quoted: Our best investment 
is our good works, because they are the only luggage we can take with us to the next 
life. So, when it comes to boarding that final old Jumbo Jet when we die, we should 
make sure we provide plenty of work for the luggage handlers, hoisting plenty of heavy 
suitcases into the airplane hold, and not just limit ourselves to a small bag in the 
overhead lockers. In other words, don’t travel light!  

 

 



 

 

 
 

Unite against coronavirus  

As we cope with coronavirus in the UK, 
we think of our sisters and brothers in 
developing countries who are facing this 
pandemic with fragile health systems, 
some of which have almost no intensive 
care beds or ventilators.  

Food prices have already risen with 
borders closing, the poorest are losing 
their jobs and income with wholesale 
shutdowns. Furthermore, inadequate 
healthcare, lack of access to washing 
facilities and limited ability to social 
distance will result in loss of life on an 
intolerable scale. The likely impact will 
be devastating.  

We are one global family. Please will 
you sign the CAFOD petition to ask the 
government to work with other world 
leaders to help the most vulnerable 
people in our world to cope with this 
crisis. 

To sign the petition visit 
cavod.orkg.uk/coronaviruscampaign 

 

 

INFORMATION 
CONFESSION       
Confessions are available before all 
Masses. 
PRAYER LINE              
Please ring for intercessory prayer 
on 01525 634 186. We have some 
wonderful answers to prayers. Be 
assured of full confidentiality. 
SAFEGUARDING                               
For information contact Paula Bates 
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk 
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk 
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSE-
BOUND?                                     
Please let us know of anyone who 
needs a visit. See box below for 
hospital contacts. 
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP 
Members provide help, support and 
friendship to anyone in need. They 
offer this support through befriending 
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525 
861 949 to find out more about their 
work. 
LITTLE ’UNS                                
This has been postponed for the 
time being.  

MASS INTENTIONS                         
For Mass Intentions, call or email 
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr. 
John to say a Mass. She has Mass 
cards at home so call or email if you 
need one. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday. 
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661; 

smyates47@gmail.com 

 
 

Hospital Contacts 
If you have anyone in hospital, you 
can contact the following. 
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony 
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or 
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com 
Luton and Dunstable Hospital – 
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756 
685 220 or 
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org 
 
 

JOHN DEAN, RIP 
Please remember John in your  
prayers as he passed away on  
Tuesday 2 June. All our sympathy and 
prayers go to John’s family.  
 
 

 

Our prayer sessions are as follows 

! Sunday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

! Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

! Thursday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

Fr. John will make a YouTube video of 
his homily and his Sunday Mass is also 
available. You can see it by clicking the 
YouTube button on the first  
page of our website. The button 
looks like this... 

To access please open Zoom and click 
this link   https://zoom.us/j/9974164533 
(you may need to copy and paste it and 
put it into your browser). Email Suzanne 
for the password. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 
This group will meet again on  
25 November by Zoom. Please 
contact Nicky Paterson on 01525 
750 654.  

The sewing group is postponed until 
further notice due to Covid-19. For 
details, phone Hilary  
Brennan on 01525 717 919 

Mothers’ Prayers will next  
meet on Tuesday 24 
November at 8.00 pm by  
Zoom. Ring Sue Barley on 01525 
634 186 for information. We are 
meeting weekly at this time. 

Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts  (Psalms 95: 7b-8a).
 
 
 

 

 

 

‘I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat.’ Matthew 25:35 
Please continue to help with your food 
donations. We have been asked to donate tins 
of carrots and peas as well as long-life fruit 
juices. 
Donations can be left at the church when it is 
open for prayer on Saturday. 
If you would like to give the Need project a 
donation, please contact Suzanne for their 
bank details. 

 

 

 
Fr. John will say Mass at 10.00 am each 
Friday, live-streamed on YouTube.  
November Mass Intentions will be 
offered at the Friday Masses.  
Morning prayers on Zoom will continue 
on Sundays and Tuesdays at 9.00 am. 
Private prayer will be available on 
Saturdays between 3.30 pm and 5.00 
pm. There will be about 20 seats 
available and we request that 
parishioners stay no longer than 15 
minutes. 
We suggest that we all offer a decade of 
the rosary once a day for the duration of 
lockdown, for deliverance and the care 
of all those directly affected by the virus. 
Foodbank donations can be left at the 
church in the box near the door and 
when the church is open for prayer. 
 
 

 
 

We are unable to have our Christmas 
post box this year, so we ask you not to 
bring your Christmas cards to the 
church. 
We have designed a  
small variety of  
Christmas cards  
that will be available at  
the church when lockdown is  
finished. You will be able to select a 
card and put it on the wall at the back of 
the church. 
 

 

 

We are planning our Christmas activities 
and services so we will be ready to go 
as soon as the lockdown is over.  
Our reconciliation service will be on 15 
December with Fr. John and Fr. Bennie. 
We are having our Christmas Nine 
Lessons and Carol service, with some 
variations, on 20 December. 
We are planning our Christmas Masses. 
Times of the Masses and registrations 
will be sent out after the Feast of Christ 
the King. 
The SVP Giving Tree envelopes will be 
available as soon as the church reopens 
for Mass. 
Adoration will be held as usual, closer to 
Christmas when we will pray for the end 
of the pandemic.  
 
 

As you are probably know,                    
there is no Giving Tree this  
year, but the parish and the  
SVP are jointly organising  
a collection for the homeless.  
The money raised will be  
shared between NOAH and  
Smart – the two main charities 
supporting homeless people in our area. 
The main collection will be on the 
second and third Sunday of Advent, 
namely 6 and 13 December. 

Please place your donation in the 
envelopes provided. Cheques should be 
made payable to Sacred Heart RC 
Church, Flitwick. 

Thank you in advance and may God 
bless you for your generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Gifts with a Difference! 

If you are looking for ideas for Christmas 
gifts with a difference, you might like to 
consider CAFOD World Gifts. 

You send an attractive card either by 
post or over the internet. The gift goes to 
those in need in the developing world, 
and the recipient of the card has the 
satisfaction of knowing that their gift is 
going to someone who needs help. The 
gifts include provision of clean water, 
emergency shelter and even a goat! 

You can order by phone on 0808 14 000 
14 or via the website 
worldgifts.cafod.org.uk 

 

 

Dear Lord, Bring wisdom to doctors. 
Give understanding to scientists. 
Endow caregivers with compassion and 
generosity. 
Bring healing to those who are ill. 
Protect those who are most at risk. 
Give comfort to those who have lost a loved 
one. 
Welcome those who have died into your 
eternal home. Amen. 
 

? 


