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Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission
Follow
us on
Facebook
Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton

Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Parish Priest, Father John Danford sacredheartlb@btinternet.com, 01525 372 321
Parish Deacon, Deacon Philip Pugh deaconphilippugh@northamptondiocese.org, 07711 953 926
Pastoral Administrator, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 22 November standing
orders were £800.00
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

Our English word 'advent' comes from the Latin adventus meaning 'coming' or 'arrival'. The term, however, originally meant
not the arrival of simply anyone but rather that of a person of noble birth. Of course, in the season of Advent this person is
the Lord of Lords, the servant King, Jesus of Nazareth, and we celebrate his three comings, the first in the manger, the
second at the end of time and the third into our hearts. The liturgy kicks off the season of Advent by focusing not on Jesus'
first coming but on his second, reminding us that we need to prepare ourselves for that great day. The Scriptures reveal
that the deepest longing of the Holy Spirit is expressed in the cry, 'Come’. This is the same deep prayer that the Holy Spirit
gives to every believer and to the Church as a Body. The prayer of the Spirit and the Bride, his Church, will always be,
'Come, Lord Jesus, come’.
The question is, are you alert and ready for the return of Christ, or are you asleep? We could be forgiven for sleeping
because rarely nowadays do we hear a homily on the second coming. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that
the return of Christ is imminent; in other words it could even happen today. At Jesus' second coming in glory, we will know
the redemption of our bodies and the full deliverance, for which the whole of creation groans and longs.
Advent is, then, a time to grow in holiness through repentance and the forgiveness of sins, and to grow in faith as we
celebrate the birth of God-made-man and pray for his second coming. The return of Jesus will usher in the definitive
establishment of the kingdom in power, in glory, in triumph and in strength. Since the beginning, the Church has taught that
we should pray for it, long for it and even groan for it because it is imminent – because it could be today! We join in the cry
of the Church through all the ages, 'Come, Lord Jesus, come’.
Lord Jesus) as I reflect on your first coming, help me to look with hope, confidence and expectation towards your second
coming in glory, power and triumph. Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Adapted from Bible Alive, December 2020

Lighting of the Advent Wreath – Candle One
Celebrant: Stand erect, hold your heads up high,
because your liberation is near at hand.
Deacon:

Lord, we wait the coming of our
Saviour born to set us free, free from
fear and sin.

The first candle on the wreath is then lit.
ALL:

COME LORD JESUS, LIGHT OF THE WORLD

Mass
Intentions

27 November 10.00 am

Memorial
Mass

Masses of Remembrance will be offered for
the Deceased Family and Friends of

Germaine
Taylor,

Leatherland &
Clerkin Families

Doogan, Ward &
Riding Families

Tom Eastwood,

Spillane & Ellis
Family & Friends

Nolan, Dunne &
Flitton Families

Slazak, Kapitan
& Evans
Families

Jablonski Family

Vicky Hine,
Eileen Gilbey
and
Helen Caldow

As we cannot be at church at the moment,
Deacon Philip has suggested we might like to have
our own Advent wreath and light a new candle
each week. They do not have to be the right
colours – any colour will do as the light represent
the coming of the light of Christ into the world.

Gallagher Family

Spillane & Ellis
Family & Friends
Page, McGown
Family & Friends
Whiteley &
Davies Families
Keefe Family

Circle of Prayer for November
Our Young People
God, our Father, we thank you for the gift
of our children. We ask you to send your
holy angels to protect and guide them each
day so that they will walk the narrow path
of purity, self-control and obedience as
was taught to us by your own Son, Jesus
Christ. We ask this through Jesus Christ
our Lord in union with the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

INFORMATION
Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts (Psalms 95: 7b-8a).

?

As you are probably know,
there is no Giving Tree this
year, but the parish and the
SVP are jointly organising
a collection for the homeless.
The money raised will be
shared between NOAH and
Smart – the two main charities
supporting homeless people in our area.
The main collection will be on the
second and third Sunday of Advent,
namely 6 and 13 December.
Please place your donation in the
envelopes provided. Cheques should be
made payable to Sacred Heart RC
Church, Flitwick.
Thank you in advance and may God
bless you for your generosity.

Fr. John will say Mass at 10.00 am on
Friday, live-streamed on YouTube. We
return to Mass next weekend.
November Mass Intentions will be
offered at the Friday Masses.
Morning prayers on Zoom will continue
on Sundays and Tuesdays at 9.00 am.
Private prayer will be available this
Saturday between 3.30 pm and 5.00
pm. There will be about 20 seats
available and we request that
parishioners stay no longer than 15
minutes.
We suggest that we all offer a decade of
the rosary once a day for the duration of
lockdown, for deliverance and the care
of all those directly affected by the virus.

We are planning our Christmas activities
and services so we will be ready to go
as soon as the lockdown is over.
Our reconciliation service will be on 15
December with Fr. John and Fr. Bennie.
We are having our Christmas Nine
Lessons and Carol service, with some
variations, on 20 December.
We are planning our Christmas Masses.
Times of the Masses and registrations
will be sent out soon.
The SVP Giving Tree envelopes will be
available as soon as the church reopens
for Mass.
Adoration will be held as usual, closer to
Christmas when we will pray for the end
of the pandemic.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
smyates47@gmail.com

‘I was hungry and you
gave me something to
eat’ Matthew 25:35
Please continue to help with your food
donations. We have been asked to
donate tins of carrots and peas as well
as long-life fruit juices.
Donations can be left at the church
when it is open for prayer on Saturday.
If you would like to give the Need project
a donation, please contact Suzanne for
their bank details.
Last collection before Christmas will be
11 December.

We are unable to have our Christmas
post box this year, so we ask you not to
bring your Christmas cards to the
church.
We have designed a
small variety of
Christmas cards
that will be available at the church
lockdown is finished. You will be able to
select a card and put it on the wall at the
back of the church.

LET YOUR GOD LOVE YOU
by Edwina Gateley

Be silent.
Be still.
Alone.
Empty
Before your God.
Say nothing.
Ask nothing.
Be silent.
Be still.
Let your God look upon you.
That is all.
God knows.
God understands.
God loves you
With an enormous love,
And only wants
To look upon you
With that love.
Quiet.
Still.
Be.
Let your God –
Love you.
Northampton Youth Ministry Office
NYMO invite all young adults to an online
advent retreat. Open to all aged 18 to 35
years, each Tuesday of Advent, beginning
on 1 December between 8.00 to 9.30 pm.
Join the team on Zoom for a time of
prayer, worship and reflection. Email for
more information hello@nymo.org

CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP
Members provide help, support and
friendship to anyone in need. They
offer this support through befriending
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525
861 949 to find out more about their
work.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 8
December at 8.00 pm by
Zoom. Ring Sue Barley on 01525
634 186 for information. We are
meeting weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
This group will meet again on
9 December by Zoom. Please
contact Nicky Paterson on 01525
750 654.

