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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 29 November standing
orders were £800.00
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

Today’s Gospel is taken from Mark 1:1-8
On the second Sunday of Advent we concentrate on John the Baptist, as the one who prepares the
way for the Christ. Mark begins his Gospel with a statement of his intentions. He intends to write a
Gospel ‘about Jesus (the) Christ, the Son of God’. Then he proceeds to the introduction to his story.
He quotes the Messianic passage of Isaiah which he interprets as speaking of a time of preparation for
the coming of the Messiah and obviously sees fulfilment of these words in the person of John who
appears in the Judaean desert preaching baptism and repentance of sins.
John the Baptist was a strange ascetic figure. It has been suggested he was a member of the
Essene sect, who lived a monastic life on the Wes tern coast of the Dead Sea at Qumran. The
Essenes lived a life of celibacy, holding all things in common, and having an acute allegiance to the
keeping of the Law. Certainly, John resided in the right area and his way of life and high moral message would complement
the views of the Essenes.
The content of John’s preaching and baptism was a call to the people to prepare themselves for the coming of the Messiah.
John's baptism was one of water, and as such would not have been uncommon to the Jews who understood baptism in terms
of purification and renewal. John's understanding of baptism is connected with forgiveness, for the person who repents and
becomes one who looks forward to the arrival of the Messiah. When he comes, he will baptise with the Holy Spirit, a baptism
of initiation into the Christian community.
Adapted from The Word of God – Year B by Robin Cooper

Lighting of the Advent Wreath – Candle Two
Celebrant: For God will guide Israel with
joy, by the light of his glory
with his mercy and integrity
for escort.
Deacon:
Come, Lord Jesus, to our
rescue with the protection of
your mercy.
The Second Candle on the Wreath is Lit
ALL:
PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD, THE
LIGHT OF THE WORLD.

On 5 December, we will welcome into our
Catholic communion, three children who will be
baptised on that day.
We welcome George, son of Christina and
Thomas Guiney.
We welcome Jasper, son of Rebecca and Mark Howes.
We welcome Albert, son of Kirstie and Christopher Costello.
We ask the parish to pray for them and their families on this
special day, and wish them and their families all God's
blessings on their journey of faith.

Mass will be offered this week for…
4 December

10.00 am

5 December

5.00 pm

Circle of Prayer for December
Refugees and Migrants

Tom Eastwood, Recently Deceased, RIP
Lord God, no one is a stranger to you and no
one is ever far from your loving care. In your
Intentions of Sylvia Eastwood,
Intentions of Johnny and Sheilann on Their Wedding Day kindness, watch over refugees, migrants and
victims of war. Bring them safely to the place
where they long to be and help us always to
Nora McGrath, Anniversary RIP
show your kindness to strangers and to all in
Kate Garraway, Recently Deceased, RIP
need. Amen.

ADVENT EXPOSITION
Our Advent period of Exposition
will be on Wednesday 10
December. It will commence at
5.00 pm and end with benediction at
7.45 pm.
This period of Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament will offer an opportunity to be
with Our Lord in silent vigil, and could
form an important part of our Advent
preparations.
Please feel free to come for as long as
you like. Even if you can manage only a
few minutes of prayer in a busy day, it
will be worth it to experience peace and
tranquillity in Our Lord’s presence.
As you are probably know,
there is no Giving Tree this
year, but the parish and the
SVP are jointly organising
a collection for the homeless.
The money raised will be
shared between NOAH and
Smart – the two main charities
supporting homeless people in our area.
The main collection will be on the
second and third Sunday of Advent,
namely 6 and 13 December.

?

Please place your donation in the
envelopes provided. Cheques should be
made payable to Sacred Heart RC
Church, Flitwick.
Thank you in advance and may God
bless you for your generosity.

Feast of the Immaculate
Conception – 8 December
The doctrine of the Immaculate
Conception is that the Virgin
Mary was conceived without
original sin, that twist in our
nature that makes our will tend
not to follow what it knows to
be right. It was this grace that
enabled Mary to give a true
and considered ‘Yes’ to the
request, conveyed by the
Angel Gabriel, that she should consent to
be the mother of the incarnate God.
The doctrine was almost universally
believed over the centuries, but was only
formally defined as a doctrine of the
Church by Pope Pius IX in 1854. Because
it is so old, it is one of the Marian doctrines
that Islam shares with the Catholic
Church, though of course the theological
details are very different.
The Immaculate Conception is the chief
patron of Northampton Diocese.
Adapted from by Universalis Publishing

JUDITH LATHAM, RIP
Please remember Judith in your
prayers. Judith passed away on
Friday morning. All our sympathy and
prayers go to her family.

INFORMATION
ADVENT SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION
TUESDAY 15 DECEMBER AT 7.30 PM
Prepare for the season of Christmas by
joining us for the reconciliation service. After
a short liturgy of prayer, readings and
preparation and there is the opportunity for a
personal act of confession with Fr. John and
Fr. Bennie.
You will need to register to attend. Please
email Suzanne on
secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Lessons and Carols
Service
Sunday 20 December
At 3.00 pm

This year, the service will be on Zoom
with a small number of readers and
cantors and their families invited to
the church.

We are unable to have our Christmas
post box this year, so we ask you not to
bring your Christmas cards to the
church.
We have a small variety of Christmas
cards are available at the church.
You are able to select a card and put it
on the wall at the back of the church.

RETIRING COLLECTION FOR
NORTHAMPTON DIOCESAN
PRIESTS’ FUND
(FORMERLY THE COLLECTION FOR RETIRED AND SICK CLERGY)

11 AND 12 DECEMBER
This is a very important retiring collection as
we have a number of priests in our diocese
who have retired after many years of
service to us, and we need to support them
in this time. There are also others who are
not well and need our continued support.
Please be as generous as you can.

Last day for Foodbank is
11 December
CAFOD Christmas Message

Many CAFOD colleagues around the world have
continued their vital work in the face of increasing
challenges, not only from the coronavirus
pandemic, but also from opponents who are
continuing to exploit the local population and
further degrade the environment. You can read
more about the challenges some of them face on
the CAFOD website. You might like to send a
Christmas message of support to one of them
either by email (by 19 December) or by
Christmas card (by 7 December). Full details on
the CAFOD website.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661;
smyates47@gmail.com

CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP
Members provide help, support and
friendship to anyone in need. They
offer this support through befriending
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525
861 949 to find out more about their
work.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 8
December at 8.00 pm by
Zoom. Ring Sue Barley on 01525
634 186 for information. We are
meeting weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
This group will meet again on
9 December by Zoom. Please
contact Nicky Paterson on 01525
750 654.

