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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 20 December standing
orders were £800.00
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

THE PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE – LUKE 2:22-40
The Holy Family went to the Temple to present Jesus to God according to the Law. There were
three ceremonies that followed the birth of a first-born male child. The first was Circumcision on
the eighth day after birth when the child received his name. The second was Presentation where
the child was consecrated to God. This took place within the first month of the child's fife. The
third was Purification in which the mother was required to offer a sacrifice to remove her
uncleanliness according to the Law. This took place on the fortieth day after birth. It would seem
that Luke has confused the latter two into one ceremony.
In the Temple was Simeon, a holy man who looked forward to the coming of the Messiah. Taking Jesus in his arms he
utters the Nunc Dimittis, a most admirable summary of all Messianic hope. The Messiah will offer salvation to all nations,
Gentiles as well as Jews. After blessing Joseph and Mary, Simeon made a strange prophecy which is a difficult saying.
Luke, in forecasting the grief our Lady will feel at the death of Jesus, attempts to summarise the whole life and work of
Jesus. His life will force all to decide where they stand; each person will have to face the fact of their own sinfulness and
this will strip naked one's secret thoughts, and those who recognise their need of God will be raised to new life. The word
Luke uses for rising is the one he uses only for resurrection .
The story comes to an end with Anna, the prophetess, who, like Simeon, looked forward to the liberation of Jerusalem and
the coming of the Messiah. After that the family returned to Nazareth and Luke comments on the growth of the infant Jesus
in maturity and wisdom.
Adapted from The Word of God – Year B by Robin Cooper

Over the last few years, we have read a number of books, some wonderful, some not so,
but all have broadened our faith. This last year we have been
meeting by Zoom and will do so to start 2021. You do not need to join
us on Zoom to talk about the book but you can always read it and send
any comments to Suzanne.
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, 11 February 2021 at 7.30 pm
on the church’s Zoom.
The next book to read will be The Salt Path: A Memoir by Raynor Winn.

Mass will be offered this week for…
23 December
24 December
24 December
25 December

10.00 am John Glavin, Anniversary, RIP
Colin Brady Anniversary, RIP
5.00 pm Judith Latham, Recently Deceased, RIP
8.00 pm Baby Adonis James Patterson, Recently Deceased and
For His Parents
Judith Latham, Recently Deceased, RIP
9.00 am
Dermot Mannion, RIP

Fr. John
thanks you for
your generous
Christmas
offerings

Circle of Prayer for December
Refugees and Migrants
Lord God, no one is a stranger to you and no
one is ever far from your loving care. In your
kindness, watch over refugees, migrants and
victims of war. Bring them safely to the place
where they long to be and help us always to
show your kindness to strangers and to all in
need. Amen.

FEAST OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
1 JANUARY
We celebrated the liturgical feast of the
Blessed Virgin Mary on
1 January, which is the
Octave of Christmas.
Only Christmas and
Easter enjoy the
privilege of an octave,
which is an eight-day
extension of the feast.
The honouring of
Mary as the Mother of God can be
traced back to the Council of Ephesus in
431. By the seventh century, 1 January
was observed as a celebration of the
Maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In
the thirteenth century, the Feast of the
Circumcision of Christ had come to
replace the feast honouring Mary;
however in 1751, after a push in
Portugal for an official feast day
celebrating Mary’s divine maternity,
Pope Benedict XIV allowed Portugal’s
churches to devote a feast to Mary on
the first Sunday in May. Eventually, the
feast extended to other countries, and in
1914 began to be observed on 11
October. In 1931, Pope Pius XI
extended the feast to the entire Church,
and in 1974, Pope Paul VI removed the
feast of the Circumcision of Christ from
the liturgical calendar and replaced it
with the feast of the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God, bringing Mary’s feast day
back to the first day of the year.
The feast is a celebration of Mary’s
motherhood of Jesus. The title Mother of
God is a western derivation from the
Greek Theotokos, which means Godbearer. On this day, we are reminded of
the role that the Blessed Virgin played in
the plan of our salvation. Through the
Holy Spirit, God the Father prepared
Mary to be the dwelling place where his
Son and his Spirit could dwell among
men. Christ’s birth was made possible
by Mary’s fiat, or sanctioning, of God’s
plan with her words, ‘Be it done to me
according to thy word’. Calling Mary
Mother of God is the highest honour we
can give to her. Just as Christmas
honours Jesus as the Prince of Peace,
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
honours Mary as the Queen of
Peace. New Year’s Day is also
designated as the World Day of Peace,
further acknowledging the role of Mary in
our hearts and in our world.
Adapted from http://holyfamily.org/

A Happy and Safe New
Year to Everyone.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661 /
07919 263 147; smyates47@gmail.com

There will be morning prayers on
Zoom on Sunday 27 December at
9.00 am to celebrate the feast of the
Holy Family.
Everyone is welcome, if you need
information about how to join, email
Suzanne on secretary@
sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Giving Tree

?

Once again you amaze
us. This year COVID has
prevented us collecting
items for the Giving Tree
and being passed onto the
Homeless. So instead, we
asked for money and your generosity is
outstanding. The final total raised is
£1,358.00 – thank you seems inadequate,
a truly wonderful response.
The money will be divided equally
between NOAH Enterprise and SMART
who both care for the homeless in our
local area and both organisations were
delighted when I rang to tell them of the
cheque coming their way.
May God bless all of you for your
incredible care and support.

He was born in London and became a
close friend of King
Henry II. He was only a
deacon when he was
appointed chancellor of
England. When he was
ordained as archbishop
of Canterbury, he
underwent an abrupt
conversion of life and began to defend
the Church’s rights against the king. He
had to take refuge in a French
monastery for six years. When he
returned to his diocese, four knights,
inspired by careless words from the
king, assassinated him in his cathedral
on 29 December 1170. He was
immediately acknowledged as a martyr
and the king later did penance and
endowed his shrine.
He is remembered for his courage in
defence of the rights of the Church.
St Thomas Becket is one of the patrons
of Northampton Cathedral.
Adapted from Catholic Calendar app by Universalis

JUDITH LATHAM RIP
Judith Latham’s funeral will take place
on 30 December at 12 noon.
Unfortunately, only invited guests may
attend but it will be live streamed and
can be viewed on this link
https://youtu.be/Pu3EjoWZvY0

INFORMATION
CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.
THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL GROUP
Members provide help, support and
friendship to anyone in need. They
offer this support through befriending
visits. Call Brendan Spillane, 01525
861 949 to find out more about their
work.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 12
Januaryat 8.00 pm by
Zoom. Ring Sue Barley on 01525
634 186 for information. We are
meeting weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
This group will meet again on
6 January by Zoom. Please contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

