Bulletin

January
517July
2020 2021

Second
Sunday
of Ordinary
Time
– Year B
Feast
of Saint
Peter and
Saint

Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission
Follow
us on
Facebook
Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton

Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Parish Priest, Father John Danford sacredheartlb@btinternet.com, 01525 372 321
Parish Deacon, Deacon Philip Pugh deaconphilippugh@northamptondiocese.org, 07711 953 926
Pastoral Administrator, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 10 January standing
orders were £800.00
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

COME AND SEE – THE GOSPEL FROM JOHN 1:35-42
Two of John the Baptist's disciples are led by John to Jesus, and then Jesus invites them to come and stay with him.
Andrew, one of the two disciples, goes to fetch his brother Simon and brings him to Jesus,
who rather solemnly renames Simon as Cephas – a name which means 'rock'. The story is
familiar to us, but perhaps the significance and the background of the passage have not
always been clear.
This scene echoes an incident in the Old Testament in which Joshua was leading the
Israelites into the Promised Land. A group of Levitical priests were instructed by Joshua to
carry the ark of the covenant into the River Jordan and stand there. The flow of water
stopped and stood up like a wall, and the riverbed became dry. Joshua declared: 'See, the
ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you'
(Josh. 3:11 NIV). While the ark remained in the middle of the Jordan riverbed, the people
all passed over on dry ground. Afterwards, God instructed Joshua to have twelve men take stones (rocks) from the
riverbed, carry them out and pile them up near where the Israelites were camped. The stones were to represent the twelve
tribes of Israel and were to stand as a memorial of the event. When the priests carried the ark back to the shore, the water
returned to its usual flow.
While Joshua pointed to the ark of the covenant as the sign of God's presence, John the Baptist pointed to Jesus as the
Lamb of God and, the Suffering Servant, who was to become 'Covenant of the people'. In the same way that the twelve
rocks were to represent the people of Israel, who had entered the Promised Land, now Peter (the Rock) was to represent
the people of God led by Jesus into the New Creation through his death on the cross.
There is a slightly strange emphasis on 'looking' and 'seeing' running through today's reading, which seems to indicate a
moment of revelation of a vocation or mission, on the one hand, and an acceptance and response of the vocation, on the
other. As with Peter, Jesus 'looks intently' at each one of us – thus communicating a personal call. Do we see and respond?
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening!
Adapted from Bible Alive, January 2021

Sacramental Preparation Programmes
Under the current circumstances we have decided that it is impractical to start our programmes for First Holy
Communion and Confirmation. Our children and young people have enough to contend with as a result of the
closure of schools, as do their parents and our catechists are in a similar situation. We will review the
prospects after Easter and will engage with families to think through how best to proceed. Please stay safe.
God bless.
Fr. John and Deacon Philip

Mass will be offered this week…
15 January

10.00 am In Thanksgiving

Circle of Prayer for January
Peace in our World
O Almighty God, the Father of all humanity, turn, we pray, the hearts of all
peoples and their rulers, that by the power of your Holy Spirit peace may
be established among the nations on the foundation of justice,
righteousness and truth; through him who was lifted up on the cross to
draw all people to himself, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our next meeting will be on
Thursday,11 February 2021
at 7.30 pm on the church
Zoom facility.
The next book to read will be
The Salt Path: A Memoir by Raynor
Winn.

Feast of St Sebastian
20 January
Saint Sebastian was a 3rd century
Christian saint and a martyr. After
completing his education in Milan, he
joined the Roman
Army in order to help
the suffering
Christians. For his
incredible service to
the army, Sebastian
was promoted to
serve in the Praetorian
Guard and to protect
Emperor Diocletian.
He also worked for the
army of emperor Carinus and soon
became a captain.
However, when the authorities found out
that Sebastian was a Christian and that
he had been converting many soldiers,
he was ordered to be killed by
Mauritanian archers. Somehow, he
managed to survive despite the arrows
piercing through his body.
He was nursed back to health by the
widow of St Castulus, who had earlier
gone to recover his body.
However, when Emperor Diocletian
came to know that Sebastian had
survived, he ordered his soldiers to
capture him and beat him to death.
Over the centuries, he came to be
venerated in the Roman Catholic
Church and the Orthodox Church.
He is considered the patron of archers,
soldiers, and athletes, and is believed to
save people against the plague. There
is also a church dedicated to him in
Italy, that is visited by many pilgrims
even today. There is a Christian
catacomb below this church.
https://www.thefamouspeople.com

If you have any stamps collected over
Christmas or before please keep them
and when lockdown is over we will
collect them for charity.

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661 /
07919 263 147; smyates47@gmail.com

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is
traditionally observed from the 18 to the 25
January – the octave of St Peter and St Paul.
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in
2021 has been prepared by the Monastic
Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland.
The theme that was chosen, ‘Abide in my love
and you shall bear much fruit’, is based on
John 15:1-17 and expresses Grandchamp
Community’s vocation to prayer,
reconciliation and unity in the Church and the
human family.
Today the community has fifty sisters, all
women from different generations, Church
traditions, countries and continents. In their
diversity the sisters are a living parable of
communion. They remain faithful to a life of
prayer, life in community and the welcoming
of guests. The sisters share the grace of their
monastic life with visitors and volunteers who
go to Grandchamp for a time of retreat,
silence, healing or in search of meaning.
The Week of Christian Unity Service by
Churches Together in Ampthill and
Flitwick will be held on
Sunday 24 January
7.30 pm to 8.30 pm
Via zoom All welcome!
Please contact Suzanne Yates for zoom
details secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
.

Peace Sunday – 17 January

This year Pope Francis asks us to think about
‘A Culture of Care as a Path to Peace’.
‘How many resources,’
he says, ‘are spent on
weaponry, especially nuclear
weapons, that could be used
for more significant priorities
such as ensuring the safety of individuals, the
promotion of peace and integral human
development, the fight against poverty, and
the provision of health care.’ Pope Francis
calls on us to ‘strive daily, in concrete and
practical ways, to form a community
composed of brothers and sisters who accept
and care for one another.’
In this country we have an active Catholic
peace movement in Pax Christi. Their
website suggests many ways we can all
promote peace in our daily lives. There are
activities for families to do at home, including
a 15-minute peace liturgy for young children.
https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-sunday2021/
Pax Christi needs our support to keep going.
If you’d like to make a donation, small or
large, here is the link:
https://tinyurl.com/yxfcw67x
If you’d like your personal donation to be
counted
yourplace
parish
The
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Milligan
on the2.checkout
page.
Cheques
payable to:
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3. Jacqueline Raftery
4. John Fletcher.
Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford Way,

INFORMATION
CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.

The St Vincent de Paul Society
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know needs
help at this time, please talk to us
by ringing 07770 499239. We are
here to help.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 26
January at 8.00 pm by
Zoom. Ring Sue Barley on 01525
634 186 for information. We are
meeting weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
This group will meet again on
20 January by Zoom. Please
contact Nicky Paterson on 01525
750 654.

