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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 14 February standing
orders were £800.00
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY – 26 FEBRUARY

Stations of the Cross in Lent

This week our parish is marking CAFOD’s Family Fast Day, a day on which we
are invited to pray, fast and give to help people like Abdella.

This year you can follow this profound
Way by:

Abdella lives in an extremely remote and
mountainous part of Ethiopia. It takes him
ten hours a day to collect water.
He says: ‘I am wasting my life. I am a young
man; I should be doing something else.’

Visiting the Church and using the
external set of stations we have
installed around the outside walls of the
church. This journey
ends in the space
behind the sanctuary,
where you are directly
behind the Tabernacle,
holding the Precious
Body of Our Lord.
Booklets to use for your visit may be
found in the church porch (please
return them for others).

We must keep Abdella in our prayers. Sadly,
there are millions like him. Globally one in
three people do not have access to safe
drinking water. But with your support this Lent, we can and make a powerful
difference.
By giving online you can help people like Abdella. Through CAFOD, you can
provide boreholes and solar-powered water-pumps to remote communities. You
can make sure people no longer have to spend all their time collecting water, so
they can concentrate on making their hopes a reality.
Abdella is a resilient young man. He walks for water, risking his life, because he
loves his family. Don’t let him walk alone.
This year we will keep the usual envelopes for the
Family Fast Day collection until the church reopens.
You may also make a donation online by visiting
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Family-Fast-Day

Fr. John has had his first vaccination and will start saying Mass again
from 5 and 6 March. Mass will be on Fridays at 10.00 am and Saturdays
at 5.00 pm. As we are now at two metres distance we have only about 60
spaces so please remember to register.
We will open the church for private prayer next Saturday 27 February
from 3.30 pm to 5.00 pm. There will be about 20 seats available and we
request that parishioners stay no longer than 15 minutes.

Mass will be offered this week for…
19 February

Private Intentions
10.00 am Arthur Brooker, Recently Deceased, RIP
Liz MacKenzie, Recently Deceased, RIP and
Marjory Davies, Recently Deceased, RIP

Joining us on Thursday evenings at
7.30 pm for a virtual journey through
the stations, led by Deacon Philip.
Simply email
deaconphilippugh@northamptondioces
e.org to receive the login details for the
weekly Zoom sessions.
Following the Way of the Cross in
your own time, and own space, at
home. You may have your own booklet
to follow, and we recommend the
following link to find a suitable resource
to use or download and print.
https://www.catholicnh.org/assets/Docu
ments/Worship/OurFaith/Lent/Stations-of-the-Cross.pdf

Circle of Prayer for February
The Needy and Hungry of the World
Lord, the scale of global poverty is beyond our
understanding. Give bread to those who are hungry and a
hunger for justice to those who have bread. Grant us the
faith and persistence to sow seeds of righteousness that
might take years or even generations to bear fruit. Amen

Back in the time of St John
Paul I, the new Catechism
of the Catholic Church was
published with the
accompanying Apostolic
letter Fidei Depostitum
(The Deposit of Faith), in
English. In his 1992 message, the Pope
offered the catechism as a guide and help to
‘all the people of God’, not simply the
Catholic community.
The purpose of our Lenten conversation and
reflection is to explore the purpose and
structure of the Catechism, in order to help us to
develop a more mature understanding of the
foundation of our faith and traditions.
Join Us for Our Four Online Conversations,
Starting at 7.45 pm on Four Tuesdays in Lent
How did the Catechism come about?
on 23 February
! The character of the Catechism on 2
March
! The four-part structure of the
Catechism on 9 March
! Using the Catechism – Christian
Prayer on 16 March
We invite you to sign up for the sessions.
Simply email
deaconphilippugh@northamptondiocese.org
and we will send you the Zoom log in details.
!

We’re restarting a collective, constructive,
and hopeful exercise. Once a week, we will
make a suggestion ( sometimes fun,
sometimes spiritual) and we hope you will
participate. Don’t agonise over it. It’s
designed to be helpful, but not add any stress
in this difficult time.
Week 1
It’s been a difficult year for all of us, in
different ways, but take a moment to think of
seven joyful things, one for each day of this
week that you have experienced during this
pandemic. Reflect on a different one each
day, give thanks to God for them and enjoy
the delight that each memory holds for you.

The latest draw took place on 14 February
and the lucky winners were
1. Margaret Bradbury
2. Maureen Graham
3. Roger Wilshaw
4. Patrick Crehan
A big thank you to all who have renewed for
2021.

, many
church leaders are
urging us to take time
each day to prayer for
those who have died,
the sick and isolated and for the end
of the pandemic. While some suggest
a given time why not decide on a time
to suit you and your family? Light a
candle and offer up a prayer for these
Intentions and your own family’s
needs. One of the three pillars of Lent
is to make time for prayer more
frequently.

This feast celebrates St Peter, the rock
upon whom Jesus built
the Church. ‘You are
Peter,’ Jesus said, ‘and
upon this rock I will build
my church, and the gates
of the netherworld shall
not prevail against it’
(Mt 16:18).
The early Church in Rome had the
custom of marking the date that Peter
arrived to publicly lead their community.
Each year on this date, they dedicated
the empty chair Peter sat on when he
presided over the community in prayer.
He used to sit in the chair to receive
newly converted Christians who had
been baptised. Still dripping wet, they
would come to him in this chair to be
anointed and confirmed.
The twenty-second of February was
chosen, to coincide with what was
understood as the anniversary of the
day on which Jesus entrusted the
Church to Peter with the words from
Matthew’s Gospel, above. The actual
chair of this feast was lost long ago in
one of the several invasions and
plundering of Rome.
Reflection
Like the committee chair, this chair
refers to the occupant not the furniture.
Its first occupant stumbled a bit, denying
Jesus three times and hesitating to
welcome Gentiles into the new Church.
Some of its later occupants have also
stumbled a bit, sometimes even failed
scandalously. As individuals, we may
sometimes think a particular pope has
let us down. Still, the office endures as a
sign of the long tradition we cherish and
as a focus for the universal Church.
On this feast of the Chair of St Peter, let
us pray for Pope Francis and for the
Church!
Adapted from http://www.newmanconnection.com
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661 /
07919 263 147; smyates47@gmail.com

INFORMATION
CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.

The St Vincent de Paul Society
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know needs
help at this time, please talk to us
by ringing 07770 499239. We are
here to help.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been suspended for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts

If you have anyone in hospital, you can
contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital – Deacon
Jim Hannigan on 07756 685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondioces
e.org
Mothers’ Prayers are now
meeting fortnightly on Zoom.
We will meet at 8.00 pm on 23
February then on 9 and 23 March.
It is good to cover all families in
prayer during these difficult times.
Please ring Sue on 01525 634 186
if you would like to join us to pray for
your children and family.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19.
COME AND SEE
This group will meet again on
24February by Zoom. Contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

