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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 24 January standing
orders were £800.00
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY – 2021
At the beginning of his public ministry Jesus outlines his mission in the synagogue in Nazareth:
He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor,
to proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind new sight,
to set the downtrodden free,
to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour
His ministry was one of compassionate involvement and concern for the disadvantaged.
Aware of obstacles, including those of the Law, which limited joy and fulfilment Jesus acted.
He confronted, sometimes angrily, what undermined a person’s dignity.
The theme of Racial Justice Sunday 2021 is ‘A Time to Act’.
Racial issues and inequalities were identified nationally and internationally in 2020 generating awareness, emotion and
outrage. In light of this Racial Justice Sunday 2021 is particularly significant.
Action is needed
Action is needed to further the cause of racial justice. What can we do?
In recent years Pope Francis has repeatedly used four verbs encouraging positive and direct action in relation to migrants
and refugees, ‘Welcome, Protect, Promote and Integrate’. These same words are essential to advancing the cause of racial
justice. None can be omitted; it is as necessary to have plans to promote and integrate as it is to welcome.
Listening to the voice of God and the voice of the Church, we learn of equal love for all:
• Voices that discriminate unjustly, attitudes that undermine on the grounds of race must be opposed.
• Voices of those who feel rejected or perpetually in second place must be listened to.
• The dignity of all must be respected and promoted.
In the Church we proclaim that everyone of whatever racial origin should be Welcomed, Protected, Promoted and
Integrated.
Adapted frtomhttps://www.cbcew.org.uk

Foodbank
Although the church is not open at the moment, we are still able to help the
Foodbank by leaving food items at the church in the box near the main doors.
Please make sure that any items you leave are not near or out of date,
unfortunately, the Need project is not allowed to distribute such items. You can
also drop them in the baskets at Tesco. If you are unable to drop food off, you can
make a cash donation using the following link
https://www.theneedproject.co.uk/donations.php

Mass will be offered this week for…
29 January

10.00 am Carmel McCarthy,
Recently Deceased, RIP

Our next meeting will be on
Thursday, 11 February at 7.30 pm on
the church Zoom facility. The next
book to read will be The Salt Path: A
Memoir by Raynor Winn.

Circle of Prayer for January
Peace in our World
O Almighty God, the Father of all humanity, turn, we pray, the hearts of all
peoples and their rulers, that by the power of your Holy Spirit peace may
be established among the nations on the foundation of justice,
righteousness and truth; through him who was lifted up on the cross to
draw all people to himself, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Livesimply

Update
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Greening Your Space
Our efforts to live simply, sustainably
and in solidarity with the poor have of
course been curtailed by the pandemic.
But even now we can see that spring is
not too far away. For example, many
bulbs are emerging in the grounds
around the church, and perhaps in our
gardens. A parishioner has reminded us
that there are many things we can do to
feel closer to nature by Greening our
Space. This could involve our garden, or
perhaps a window box.
If we could all add just one thing for the
benefit of wildlife, this could amount to a
great deal in the whole parish
community. Ideas include sowing some
wildflower seeds, growing plants to
attract insect pollinators, bird feeders, a
bird bath, or perhaps a bug hotel or
hedgehog house. These measures can
remind us of the challenge to all of us
from Pope Francis, in the light of climate
change, to act responsibly to safeguard
creation for future generations and to
value our Common Home.

An Update from the SVP
The members of the parish SVP never
cease to be amazed at the
support that they receive
and try very hard to give
back in return. In the current COVID
dominated conditions, giving
back is hard but please remember that
we are still active and there to help if we
can.
In all that we do, we undertake risk
assessments to ensure everyone’s
safety and we are looking forward to
having our full course of vaccinations.
As you know, most of the SVP’s work is
in the form of befriending visits and
these continue, though via the phone or
other media. These chats for many have
been a source of fun and laughter for all
over the past weeks and months.
We are restricted in what else we can
do, but in emergency we have
undertaken shopping (delivery wearing
masks and through open ground-floor
windows does occur) and collection of
medicines; it just takes more planning
and more time. If you know of people
who are in a degree of financial
difficulty, again we may be able to
support in such a situation.
We are here to help. If you would like a
regular call or have any other concerns,
get in touch, the number is in the
bulletin. We are going to get through
this.

Presentation of the Lord
2 February
At the end of the fourth century, a
woman named Etheria
made a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem. Her journal,
discovered in 1887,
gives an unprecedented
glimpse of liturgical life
there.
Among the celebrations
she describes is the Epiphany, the
observance of Christ’s birth, and the
gala procession in honour of his
Presentation in the Temple, 40 days
later. Under the Mosaic Law, a woman
was ritually unclean for 40 days after
childbirth, when she was to present
herself to the priests and offer sacrifice
for her purification. Contact with anyone
who had brushed against mystery –
birth or death – excluded a person from
Jewish worship. This feast emphasises
Jesus’ first appearance in the Temple
more than Mary’s purification.
The observance spread throughout the
Western Church in the fifth and sixth
centuries. Because the Church in the
West celebrated Jesus’ birth on 25
December, the Presentation was moved
to 2 February, 40 days after Christmas.
At the beginning of the eighth century,
Pope Sergius inaugurated a candlelight
procession. At the end of the same
century the blessing and distribution of
candles which continues to this day
became part of the celebration, giving
the feast its popular name: Candlemas.
Reflection
In Luke’s account, Jesus was welcomed
in the temple by two elderly people,
Simeon and the widow Anna. They
embody Israel in their patient
expectation, they acknowledge the
infant Jesus as the long-awaited
Messiah. Early references to the Roman
feast dub it the feast of Saint Simeon,
the old man who burst into a song of joy,
which the Church still sings at day’s
end.
Adapted from https://www.franciscanmedia.org

If you have any stamps collected over
Christmas or before, please keep them
and when lockdown is over we will
collect them for charity.

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661 /
07919 263 147; smyates47@gmail.com

INFORMATION
CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.

The St Vincent de Paul Society
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know needs
help at this time, please talk to us
by ringing 07770 499239. We are
here to help.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been postponed for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 26
January at 8.00 pm by
Zoom. Ring Sue Barley on 01525
634 186 for information. We are
meeting weekly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
This group will meet again on
3 February by Zoom. Please
contact Nicky Paterson on 01525
750 654.

