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THE CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE – JOHN 2: 13-25
In John's Gospel the account of the cleansing of the Temple comes early in the
ministry of Jesus, whereas in the other Gospels it occurs on Palm Sunday.
Jesus had gone up to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover, God's deliverance of
Israel from slavery in Egypt. This event was the beginning of the Jewish nation
based on the Law.
In the book of Malachi it says that the Lord will
suddenly come to his Temple. It may be that
this prophecy lies behind the account of the
expulsion from the Temple of those who
bought and sold. Jesus drove out the people
selling cattle, sheep and pigeons for sacrifices;
he scattered the tables of those who changed
money into the Temple coinage,
the only currency allowed to be used within the Temple courts. The suggestion is
that the rates of exchange favoured the priests. Jesus challenged such practice
within the Temple and in so doing challenged the authority of the priests.

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 28 February standing
orders were £800.00
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

CAFOD
The Big Walk for Water
There is still time to
sponsor Fr. John
who will be taking
part in CAFOD's Big
Walk for Water.
Weather permitting,
Fr. John will be
undertaking a fivemile walk on
Wednesday 10
March, walking in
solidarity with Abdella and all those
people who don't have access to clean,
safe water. You can sponsor using the
link in the email.
If you would like to walk five miles
either on 10 March, or on a date of your
own choosing, on your own, with your
family, or your bubble and raise money
for CAFOD's vital work around the
world, you can find details of how to
participate here
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Walk-forWater

When Jesus was asked to justify his actions, he used the analogy of his own body.
You could destroy the Temple which had been started by Herod the Great some
forty-six years previously and in three days, Jesus would raise it up. Jesus compares
his own resurrection to the rebuilding of the Temple. The simplest way to express
the thought John is trying to convey, is to say that what the Temple was to the Jews,
Jesus, risen from the dead, was to become to the Christians. Just as the Temple
was the centre of the universe to the Jew, the place where God was to be found and
known, so now Jesus would become the centre of Christian faith, in whom God was
to be found and known.
CAFOD envelopes will be available this
Friday and Saturday at Mass.
John records that this thought only became appreciated by the disciples after the
resurrection. Then it acted to strengthen their faith.
Adapted from The Word of God – Year B by Robin Cooper
Arthur Brooker, RIP
Please remember Arthur
in your prayers. His
funeral service will take
Mass will be at 10.00 am on Friday morning, this is live-streamed and at 5.00 pm on
place on 11 March.
Saturday evening. We have gone back to 1 metre distancing, as we had so many
All our sympathy and prayers go
people wanting to return to Mass. Please make sure you let us know if you wish to
to Arthur’s family.

attend.

Mass will be offered this week for…
5 March
6 March
11 March

10.00 am Judith Latham, Recently Deceased, RIP
Betty Mahony, Anniversary, RIP
5.00 pm Gentile Rathbone and Derek Rathbone, RIP Mary
and Thomas Kerrigan, Anniversary, RIP
2.00 pm Funeral Service for Arthur Brooker

Circle of Prayer for March
Candidates for the Sacraments

Lord, we praise and thank you for the precious gifts
of your sacraments for each of us. As our brothers
and sisters prepare to join us in receiving these
wonderful gifts, may they experience the power of
your presence and blessing. Amen.

Our Lenten conversation
continues on Tuesday.
! The four-part structure
of the Catechism [9
March]
! Using the Catechism
Christian Prayer [16 March]

10 to18 March
Pope Francis, in his Apostolic Letter,
Patris Corde (‘With a
Father’s Heart’), proclaimed
a Year of St Joseph, to mark
the 150th anniversary of the
declaration of Pope Pius IX
of St Joseph as the Patron of
the Universal Church. This
letter forms the basis this
year for our Novena
reflections on the
life of Jesus’ earthly father. May the
praying of our Novena in this Year of St
Joseph guide and inspire us into a closer
relationship with this model of all earthly
parenthood.
For a free Novena booklet please send
a stamped self-addressed envelope to
Novena Director
St Joseph's Missionary Society
41 Victoria Rd
Liverpool
L37 1LW
Masses can be viewed on Zoom via the
Mill HIll web site
http://www.millhillmissionaries.co.uk/nov
ena

LENTEN SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION
MONDAY 22 MARCH AT 7.30 PM
Prepare for the season of Easter by
joining us for the service of
reconciliation. After a short liturgy of
prayer, readings and preparation there is
the opportunity for a personal act of act
of confession with our local priests.

Presbytery Cleaner
We are looking for someone, preferably a
parishioner, to clean the presbytery once a
month. This is a paid position. Although the
presbytery is not often used it needs to have
all floors vacuumed and hard floors washed,
bathroom and kitchen cleaned and all
surfaces dusted regularly. We believe it
should be able to be done in two (2) hours.
The person who takes this position will be
expected to be able to carry out the work
unsupervised after a trial period. References
required. For more information contact
Suzanne at
secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Many church leaders
are urging us to take
time each day to prayer
for those who have died,
the sick and isolated and for the end
of the pandemic. While some suggest
a given time why not decide on a time
to suit you and your family? Light a
candle and offer up a prayer for these
Intentions and your own family’s
needs. One of the three pillars of Lent
is to make time for prayer more
frequently.

This year you can follow this profound
Way by:
Visiting the church
and using the external
set of stations we have
installed around the
outside walls of the
church. This
journey ends in the
space behind the sanctuary, where you
are directly behind the Tabernacle,
holding the Precious Body of Our Lord.
Booklets to use for your visit may be
found in the church porch (please return
them for others to use).
Joining us on Thursday evenings at
7.30 pm for a virtual journey through the
stations, led by Deacon Philip. Simply
email
deaconphilippugh@northamptondiocese
.org to receive the login details for the
weekly Zoom sessions.
Following the Way of the Cross in
your own time and own space at home.
You may have your own booklet to
follow, we recommend the following link
to find a suitable resource or download
and print.
https://www.catholicnh.org/assets/Docu
ments/Worship/Our-Faith/Lent/Stationsof-the-Cross.pdf

Week 3
Renew your efforts to respect the
environment, and lessen your negative
impact on our world. Turn the lights off
when you leave the room, recycle as
much waste as possible. Have a couple
of meat-free meals in the week. Every
little thing helps.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661 /
07919 263 147; smyates47@gmail.com

INFORMATION
CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.

The St Vincent de Paul Society
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know needs
help at this time, please talk to us
by ringing 07770 499239. We are
here to help.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been suspended for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 9 March at
8.00 pm by Zoom. Ring Sue
Barley on 01525 634 186 for
information. We are meeting
fortnightly at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
COME AND SEE
This group will meet again on
10 March by Zoom. Contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

