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Pastoral Administrator, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 4 April standing orders
were £800.00
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Divine Mercy Sunday is a relatively new addition to the Roman Catholic liturgical
calendar. Divine Mercy Sunday is celebrated on the Octave of Easter (the eighth day of Easter;
that is, the Sunday after Easter Sunday). Celebrating the Divine Mercy of Jesus Christ, as
revealed by Christ himself to St Maria Faustina Kowalska, this feast was extended to the entire
Catholic Church by Pope John Paul II on 30 April 2000, the day that he canonised St Faustina.
Christ's Divine Mercy is the love that he has for mankind, despite our sins that separate us
from him.
The History of Divine Mercy Sunday
The Octave, or eighth day, of Easter has always been considered special by Christians. Christ,
after his Resurrection, revealed himself to His disciples, but St Thomas wasn't with them. He
declared that he would never believe that Christ had risen from the dead until he could see him
in the flesh and probe Christ's wounds with his own hands. This earned him the name
‘Doubting Thomas’.
A week after Christ rose from the dead, he appeared once again to his disciples, and this time Thomas was there. His doubt
was vanquished, and he professed his belief in Christ.
Nineteen centuries later, Christ appeared to a Polish nun, Sr Maria Faustina Kowalska, in a series of visions that took place
over almost eight years. Among those visions, Christ revealed the Divine Mercy Novena, which he asked Sister Faustina to
pray for nine days, beginning on Good Friday. That meant that the novena ended on the Saturday after Easter, the eve of
the Octave of Easter. Thus, since novenas are commonly prayed in advance of a feast, the Feast of Divine Mercy, Divine
Mercy Sunday was born.
Indulgences for Divine Mercy Sunday
A plenary indulgence (the forgiveness of all temporal punishment resulting from sins that have already been confessed) is
granted on the Feast of Divine Mercy to all the faithful who go to confession, receive Holy Communion, pray for the
intentions of the Holy Father. In addition, ‘in any church or chapel, in a spirit that is completely detached from the affection
for a sin, even a venial sin, take part in the prayers and devotions held in honour of Divine Mercy, or who, in the presence of
the Blessed Sacrament exposed or reserved in the tabernacle, recite the Our Father and the Creed, adding a devout prayer
to the merciful Lord Jesus (e.g. 'Merciful Jesus, I trust in you!').’
A partial indulgence (the remission of some temporal punishment from sin) is granted to the faithful who, at least with a
contrite heart, pray to the merciful Lord Jesus a legitimately approved invocation.
https://www.learnreligions.com/divine-mercy-sunday

Masses will be offered this week and next for…
9 April
10 April

10.00 am Frank McKenna, Recently Deceased, RIP
Michael Quinlan, Anniversary, RIP

Dan O’Neill, Anniversary, RIP

5.00 pm Frank McKenna, Recently Deceased, RIP
Kathleen O’Sullivan, Recently Deceased, RIP

16 April

10.00 am Arthur Brooker, Recently Deceased, RIP
To Our Blessed Lady for Special Intentions

17 April

5.00 pm Frank McKenna, Recently Deceased, RIP

Frank McKenna, Recently Deceased, RIP
Margaret Murphy, RIP
Intentions of John Myer

Circle of Prayer for April
Vocations
Lord, Jesus Christ, call many
to the priesthood and
religious life. May zeal for
your glory and for the
salvation of the world inflame
those you have chosen. May
they be priests and religious
according to your own Heart.
Amen.

INFORMATION
Now the church is open,
we are able to help the
Foodbank by leaving food items at the
church in the basket near the main
doors when the church is open or in the
box in the porch when we are closed.
You can also drop them in the baskets
at Tesco.
At the moment they need tins of
vegetables such as carrots, peas, corn
etc and small jars of coffee.

Our next meeting will be
on Thursday, 6 May
at 7.30 pm on the church
Zoom facility. The next book
to read is The Beekeeper’s Promise by
Fiona Valpy.
Heartbroken and hoping for a new start,
Abi Howes takes a summer job in rural
France at the Château Bellevue. The old
château echoes with voices from the
past, and soon Abi finds herself drawn
to one remarkable woman’s story, a
story that could change the course of
her summer – and her life.

A Week of Walks for Sudan
Lots of you have supported the SVP
over the years with their regular Soup
for Sudan lunches
during Lent.
However, COVID
has put an end to
these very happy
and tasty
occasions, and also
an end to the
funding we have
sent to support the medical and feeding
centres that the SVP continues to run in
war-ravaged Sudan.
In fact, we haven’t been able to send
any financial support for two years. So,
instead of cooking soup and inviting you
to come and have lunch and make a
donation, we are going to hold a Week
of Walks for Sudan. During week
beginning Monday 10 May, members of
the SVP in the parish will undertake a
walk. At least one member will walk
every day. For some a meandering, for
others a stroll or a bounce, no matter
how they cover the miles they will do so.
We are asking for your financial support.
Envelopes and further details will be
available nearer the time to enable you
to support the efforts and raise money to
reduce the suffering in Sudan. If you
could put a little aside as the weeks go
by, some suffering people will be very
grateful.

Do you have any spare and unwanted
felt tip pens,
pencils,
colouring
pencils,
crayons,
rubbers,
pencil sharpeners, colouring books
and pencil cases? If you do, please
could you put them in a bag and drop
them in the NEED basket with all the
food. The plan is to distribute them to
families who can’t always afford such
items.
We do not want paint or brushes,
glue, glitter, stickers or scissors – you
can guess why!
Thanks in advance.

Red Box Holders
Thank you so much to all those who
have contributed this Lent
with the contents of their
Red Boxes. We have
collected an amazing
£2,551.23 which has now been sent to
the missions. If you still haven't
managed to empty your box just give
me a ring and I will come and collect.
God Bless you all.
Pat King.

CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.

The St Vincent de Paul Society
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know needs
help at this time, please talk to us
by ringing 07770 499239. We are
here to help.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been suspended for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts

Calling all our families!
During Lent, we had family prayers on a
Sunday afternoon for a short time on
Zoom (20 minutes). These were very
worthwhile for the families who joined
us.
We will now gather as families over
Zoom once a month, to pray, sing and
share. We hope this will strengthen our
prayer journey and unite us. Our next
family prayers will be on Sunday 25
April at 3.00 pm. All welcome.
Please contact Suzanne for details.
Newsletter copy deadline
Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525
840 661 / 07919 263 147;
smyates47@gmail.com

If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 20 April at
8.00 pm by Zoom. Ring Sue
Barley on 01525 634 186 for
information. We are meeting weekly
at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
COME AND SEE
This group will meet again on
14 April by Zoom. Contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

