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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 18 April standing
orders were £800.00
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

LIVE SIMPLY – CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME – UPDATE APRIL 2021
In February 2020 we launched our campaign to achieve the CAFOD Live Simply Award for the
parish. This involves undertaking to Live Simply, Live Sustainably with creation, and Live in Solidarity
with those living in poverty. As with so many other things, the pandemic has affected our progress,
but we are now officially registered to pursue our aims, and you can see the certificate of registration
on display in the church.
Part of our goal of living sustainably with creation has been to consider the environment of the grounds
around the church, and to support nature and wildlife. We now have ten bird-nesting boxes and two bat boxes in place, and
an insect hotel. We have also planted several hundred spring bulbs, as well as continuing to care for the flower beds and
lawns. There is now an impressive stone Sacred Heart cross in the flower bed to the right of the entrance to the church. We
have sown seeds for a small wildflower meadow at the back of the lawn area, through the gate at the side of the church. We
are looking into establishing a small scrape pond, boggy area, perhaps even incorporating a solar-powered water fountain.
So, in spite of the restrictions of the past year, we continue to be inspired by the words of Pope Francis, when he
challenges us to get to grips with the problem, we all face because of climate change and the threats to the environment:
‘The world is a gift which we have all freely received and must share with others’.
This month we are suggesting you save your crisp, biscuit packets and coffee
packets that have the terracycle logo on them, and place them in the bin in the
porch by the front door of the church. These will be then delivered to Westoning
who take them to the terracycle drop-off point.
TerraCycle is eliminating the idea of waste by recycling the non-recyclable.
Whether it's coffee capsules crisp and biscuit packets from your home, pens from
a school, or plastic gloves from a manufacturing facility, TerraCycle can collect
and recycle almost any form of waste. With your help, they are able to divert millions of pounds of
waste from landfills and incinerators each month. Once collected, packets are separated by plastic type,
cleaned, and extruded into plastic pellets to make new recycled products.
Please make sure your packets are completely empty before dropping them off.

Please note
We will live-stream the Mass on Saturday 1 May as it will be Fr. Jerry’s
first Mass at Flitwick. We will go back to Friday on 7 May.

Masses will be offered this week and next for…
23 April

10.00 am

24 April

5.00 pm

30 April

10.00 am

1 May

5.00 pm

Arthur Brooker, Recently Deceased, RIP
Frank McKenna, Recently Deceased, RIP
John Dolna ,RIP
Frank McKenna, Recently Deceased, RIP
Special Intentions
Ray Mahony, Birthday Anniversary, RIP
Frank McKenna, Recently Deceased, RIP
Christina Traynor, Anniversary, RIP
Frank McKenna, Recently Deceased, RIP
Sue Whitefield ROS, Anniversary, RIP

Circle of Prayer for April
Vocations
Lord, Jesus Christ, call many to the
priesthood and religious life. May zeal
for your glory and for the salvation of
the world inflame those you have
chosen. May they be priests and
religious according to your own Heart.
Amen.

INFORMATION

Calling all our families!
During Lent, we had family prayers on a
Sunday afternoon for a short time on
Zoom (20 minutes). These were very
worthwhile for the families who joined
us.
We will now gather as families over
Zoom once a month, to pray, sing and
share. We hope this will strengthen our
prayer journey and unite us. Our next
family prayers will be this Sunday at
3.00 pm. All welcome.
Please contact Suzanne for details on
how to join Zoom.

Wow! Yet again our parish displays its
amazing generosity. Thank you for all
the drawing materials that you have
donated. Over 30 packs have now been
assembled and will be distributed by
members of NEED to suitable families
over the coming days and weeks.
Thank you.

There is second collection next Friday
and Saturday, 23 and 24 April. This
collection is for the Priests’ Training
Fund, to cover the costs of training new
priests for our diocese.
PLEASE BE AS GENEROUS
AS YOU CAN AND PLACE
YOUR DONATION IN THE
BLACK BUCKET

St Catherine of Siena (1347-80), was a woman way ahead of her
time – or was she? Perhaps she was simply a woman on fire with
the love of God and living in the power of the Spirit, and as a
result she rose far above the cultural and social norms of her
day. She was one of twenty-three children (her mother eventually
joined her in the convent). Despite being largely uneducated and
illiterate, she is accorded the title Doctor of the Church and
considered one of our greatest theologians.
During her life, St Catherine suffered many trials and tribulations, not least because
she was a woman in a male-dominated society and Church, but she overcame, not
by allowing herself to be patronised but by the sheer grace of God. She had a vivid
and living sense of God's love not only for her but for every human person. Even at
times when she was immersed in prayer, worshipping and adoring God, if called upon
to undertake an act of charity or serve others, she would leave her prayer
immediately.
St Catherine bore witness to the simple truth that in Christ there is no male or female:
there is only the new creation. Our faith transcends gender. The mystery of the new
creation, the blessing and fruit of our baptism, isn't that we become less of a man or a
woman: we become, in fact, more of a man or a woman – more masculine, more
feminine and more human. St Catherine of Siena bears witness to the truth that the
Church has always esteemed and valued women since it not only raised her to the
altar of sanctity, but it also made her a Doctor of the Church. St Catherine of Siena
was a living witness and speaks to us today, as one who experienced first hand the
light burden of the Lord and the grace of revelation and insight into the deep
mysteries of faith – a grace available to us by God's mercy through baptism.
Eternal Trinity ... mystery deep as the sea, you could give me no greater gift than the
gift of yourself. For you are a fire ever burning and never consumed, which itself
consumes all the selfish love that fills my being. St Catherine of Siena.
Adapted from Bible Alive, Easter 2021

Now the church is open,
we are able to help the
Foodbank by leaving food items at the
church in the basket near the main
doors when the church is open or in the
box in the porch when we are closed.
At the moment it needs tins of
vegetables such as carrots, peas, corn
etc and small jars of coffee.

Our next meeting will be on
Thursday, 6 May at 7.30 pm
on the church Zoom facility.
The next book to read is The
Beekeeper’s Promise by Fiona Valpy.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661 /
07919 263 147; smyates47@gmail.com

CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.

The St Vincent de Paul Society
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know
needs help at this time, please talk
to us by ringing 07770 499239.
We are here to help.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been suspended for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
John to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 4 May at
8.00 pm by Zoom. Ring Sue
Barley on 01525 634 186 for
information. We are meeting weekly
at this time.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
COME AND SEE
This group will meet again on
28 April by Zoom. Contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

