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Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission
Follow
us on
Facebook
Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 25 April standing
orders were £800.00

Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton

Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Priest in Charge, Father Jerry Manomey webadmin@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk, 01525 715 109
Parish Deacon, Deacon Philip Pugh deaconphilippugh@gmail.com, 07711 953 926
Pastoral Administrator, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

With thanks, Finance
Committee.

I AM THE TRUE VINE … JOHN 15:1-8
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser ... you are the branches' (15:1&5). Today's
reading from the Gospel of St John explores the depth of our relationship and friendship with God.
It is this friendship and union with God that causes us to produce good fruit and good wine. These
are, of course, the fruits and wine of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22).
Through the grace of baptism, we are bound to God in mutual friendship and love. Because we
are in union with Jesus through baptism, we are called to live a life of love – agape (love) – a selfgiving, self-sacrificing laying down of our lives for others, as Jesus our Lord gave and lay down
his life for the world. 'Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you' (15:13-14). Christ laid down his life for
us. We are not God's slaves or servants but God's children and God's friends. We don't blindly
follow or obey orders like soldiers in an army. No, as children of God we possess a noble and
inalienable dignity and partake in the divine nature; we have received the Holy Spirit and have
some share in the eternal life to come.
If the branches of the vine become separated from the parent stock, they produce no fruit, they wither and die. As
Christians, we produce good fruit by following Christ's example which takes strength and courage. With the perfect growing
conditions provided for us, what God hopes is that we will grow up and mature into good grapes, which will produce good
wine. Just as the vine draws nutrients from the ground, so we draw our strength from God to do whatever we must do,
whatever it is the Spirit asks of us. We do so, remembering that we are not alone but intertwined in love and friendship with
many other branches by a very strong vine.
God our Father, you speak to us through your living Word: your Word tells us of your love, your Word comforts our lives,
your Word challenges the way we live. Help us to live your Word each day. We are signs of your presence in our world,
whenever we witness to your love and compassion, to your kindness and care, to your justice and peace. Strengthen us for
the work of witnessing. Amen.
Adapted from Bible Alive, May 2021

Mass Times
For the next few weeks, Mass will be said as usual on Friday
at 10.00 am and on Saturday at 5.00 pm. Morning Prayers
will be on Zoom on Sunday and Tuesday at 9.00 am.

Masses will be offered this week and next for…
30 April

10.00 am

Ray Mahony, Birthday Anniversary, RIP
Frank McKenna, Recently Deceased, RIP
Christina Traynor, Anniversary, RIP

1 May

5.00 pm

Frank McKenna, Recently Deceased, RIP
Sue Whitefield ROS, Anniversary, RIP

7 May

10.00 am

Frank McKenna, Recently Deceased, RIP
Maureen Herlihy, Anniversary, RIP

8 May

5.00 pm

Thomas Fagan, Anniversary, RIP
Frank McKenna, Recently Deceased, RIP

Thursday 13 May – Feast of the Ascension
For the solemnity of the Ascension Fr. Jerry
will say Mass at 9.30 am and 7.30 pm.
You must register with Suzanne.
CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR MAY COMMUNICATIONS
Dear Lord, we thank you for the unprecedented
advances in the networks of communication,
particularly in these unusual times, and pray that
we make the most of the opportunities they
present for encounter and solidarity, and to
spread your Gospel to the ends of the earth.
Through all media, we can be instruments of
good and not in any way injure others. This we
ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Feast of the English Martyrs.
4 May
Well nearly there for the Week of
Walking. Remember it is instead of the
Soup for Sudan Lunch.
All week, beginning on
Monday 10 May,
members of the SVP
will be striding around
their local area,
building up the miles in
the hope of raising money to support the
medical and feeding stations run by the
SVP in Sudan. Maureen will start the
week with at least five miles of
meandering; later Bernice will bounce
along and Ann will amble, both again for
at least five miles. Adrian and Margaret
and David and Vanessa will move in a
manner so far not agreed, and on
Saturday and Sunday Helen, Kevin and
John will jog or trek or saunter for a
goodly number of miles.
Next week, it will be revealed how far
our travels have taken us in total, and
we invite you to reward our efforts with a
donation in one of the envelopes. Every
penny raised will be sent to support
those in desperate need in Sudan. If you
can support our efforts, please put cash
or a cheque in one of the envelopes in
church (or any envelope and write SVP
Sudan on it) and drop it in the bucket in
church.
Thanks very much in advance for your
giving – those suffering in Sudan will be
very grateful.

We will say a decade of the rosary at
these times:
! Before Mass on Friday and
Saturday,
! At 9.00 am on Tuesday and
Sunday, after we have said the
morning prayer together
! At 7.30 pm on Monday, to give the
opportunity for those working or
caring to take part
We need a number of people to
volunteer to lead the rosary on Monday
evening.
Let Suzanne know if you are willing and
she will provide you with details of the
short scripture text and short reflection
to accompany each day.

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates; 01525 840 661 /
07919 263 147; smyates47@gmail.com

The Feast of the English Martyrs is
celebrated on 4 May. The 40 martyrs
canonised under Paul VI in 1973,
previously
celebrated on
25 October,
are celebrated
with the 85
beatified
martyrs of the Reformation and the other
martyrs of the 16th and 17th century. The
feast coincides with the Church of
England celebration of English saints and
martyrs of the Reformation.
These are a significant group of saints in
British Catholicism and include St
Margaret Clitherow, the butcher’s wife
from York who became a Catholic at the
age of 18 and was arrested for
harbouring a priest. She was crushed to
death under a large door loaded with
weights. St John Haughton, St Robert
Lawrence, St Augustine Webster, and
St Richard Reynolds were Carthusian
monks executed at Tyburn on 4 May
1535.
St Cuthbert Mayne, another martyr, was
a young man from Devon who went to
St John’s College, Oxford in the late
1500s, where he met St Edmund
Campion and eventually became a
Catholic.
Fearing arrest after a letter from
Gregory Martin addressed to him ended
up in the hands of the Bishop of London,
Cuthbert fled to Cornwall. From here he
fled to the English College at Douai and
was ordained a priest. He returned to
the English mission and was
discovered, tried at Launceston and
sentenced to be hanged, drawn and
quartered.
Adapted from http://www.catholicherald.co.uk

Now the church is open,
we are able to help the
Foodbank by leaving food items at the
church in the basket near the main
doors when the church is open, or in the
box in the porch when we are closed.
At the moment, it needs tins of
vegetables such as carrots, peas, corn
etc and small jars of coffee.

Our next meeting will be on
Thursday, 6 May at 7.30 pm
on the church Zoom facility.
The next book to read is The
Beekeeper’s Promise by Fiona Valpy.

INFORMATION
CONFESSION
Confessions are available before all
Masses.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. See box below for
hospital contacts.

The St Vincent de Paul Society
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know
needs help at this time, please talk
to us by ringing 07770 499239.
We are here to help.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been suspended for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
Jerry to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will next
meet on Tuesday 11 May at
8.00 pm by Zoom. Ring Sue
Barley on 01525 634 186 for
information. We are now meeting
fortnightly.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
COME AND SEE
This group will meet again on
5 May by Zoom. Contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

