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Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 25 July standing orders
were £760.00
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

MASS TIMES

I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE
The Gospel this weekend is taken from John 6:24-35.
Following the sign of the Feeding of the Five Thousand, John begins his discourse.
He develops his thought in two stages. The first stage is to establish
the nature of the food by which God really satisfies peoples'
hunger. Jesus accuses the crowd of not really wanting to
see him for his own sake, but because he had given them
all the bread, they wanted to satisfy their physical hunger.
He urges them to seek spiritual food that will satisfy them
eternally. They show their lack of understanding, in asking
for a sign from Jesus which will give cause them to believe
he has come from God. They quoted the sign that had
come through Moses when he provided the children of
Israel with manna. They failed to see that the sign had
already been given.
Jesus’ reply contradicted them. It was not Moses who had fed the children of Israel
with bread from heaven, it was God. Then, changing from the past tense to the
present, Jesus claimed that God still feeds his people with ‘bread from heaven’,
bread that gives life. The listeners again make the mistake of thinking only in
terms of physical hunger, and request that there be a constant supply of such
food.
The climax of the reading comes in the claim that Jesus is to be the Bread of Life,
the one who will satisfy spiritual hunger and thirst, eternally. Bread from heaven is
not the manna of the wilderness, rather the incarnation of Jesus as the Son of
God.

Our Mass times this week
are
! Saturday at 5.00 pm
! Sunday at 11.00 am
There will be a Service of
the Word with Communion
on Friday.
You must register for
Saturday and Sunday so
please contact me at
secretary@sacredheartflitwi
ck.co.uk or 07919263147.
We are still social-distancing
so numbers remain limited.

Confession
Confessions before
Saturday Mass and on
request

Adapted from the Word of God, Year B By Robin Cooper

Masses will be offered this week and next for…
31 July

5.00 pm

1 August

11.00 am

7 August

5.00 pm

8 August

11.00 pm

In Thanksgiving – Don and Marlena Perrett,
Intentions of Eileen Bennett
Intentions of Deacon Philip
Intentions of David Linda
To Our Blessed Lady for Special Intentions.
Ros Penn, Recently Deceased, RIP
Ros Penn, Recently Deceased, RIP
Bridget Russell, Anniversary, RIP

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR AUGUST
PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS
We pray for all those who suffer
persecution. Almighty God, who has taught
us through your Son, Jesus Christ, that
those who follow him may be persecuted:
strengthen, comfort and encourage all
those who suffer harassment, violence,
imprisonment and even death, for being
followers of Jesus. Amen.

The Feast of St John
Vianney – 4 August
When Pope Benedict XVI announced
that 19 June 2009 to
June 2010 would be the
Year of the Priest, he did
so on the 150th
anniversary of the death
of St Jean Vianney, then
the patron of parish
priests.
Jean Baptiste Vianney was born on 8
May 1786 into a farming family in the
village of Dardilly near Lyons in southeastern France. He was baptised on the
same day. Although far from wealthy his
parents were known for helping the poor
and homeless or passing pilgrims.
He was a slow and unpromising
candidate for the priesthood; and was
eventually ordained on account of his
devoutness rather than any
achievement or promise.
In 1818 he was sent to be the parish
priest of Ars-en-Dombes, an isolated
village some distance from Lyon, and
remained there for the rest of his life
because his parishioners would not let
him leave. He was a noted preacher and
a celebrated confessor. Such was his
fame and his reputation for insight into
his penitents’ souls and their futures that
he had to spend up to eighteen hours a
day in the confessional, so great was
the demand. The tens of thousands of
people who came to visit this obscure
parish priest turned Ars into a place of
pilgrimage.
The French state recognised his
eminence by awarding him the Légion
d’Honneur in 1848, but he sold it and
gave the money to the poor.
He was 73 when he died on 4 August
1859. The curé of Ars was canonised a
saint in 1925 and declared heavenly
patron for all parish priests in 1929.
Adapted from Catholic Calendar app by
Universalis Publishing

The Transfiguration of
the Lord – 6 August
The Transfiguration of the Lord can
sound embarrassingly
magical. Jesus goes
up onto a mountain
and his clothes
become dazzlingly
white. Prophets
appear and talk to him.
And then it is all over
and Jesus tells his
disciples to say nothing.
We should hold on to the absurdity of the
incident. There is simply no reason for all
this to have happened. In particular,
there is no reason to put it into a
gospel – the evangelist makes no capital
out of it, it is simply there.
And this is the strength of the
Transfiguration as an historical
incident. There is no reason for anyone
to have invented it. It is not central to the
Christian case. It is not used to win
arguments. There is only one reason to
put it into the Gospel, and that is
because it happened. It is one of those
cases of the evangelists writing things
down without knowing why they were
important, and their very puzzlement is
what makes the story so convincing.
Why, then, did it happen? Surely so that
we could see and understand that Jesus
is at once one of the prophets and the
one that was prophesied by them; and
that he is God, and lives for all eternity in
a blaze of dazzling and unapproachable
light.
The true miracle of the Transfiguration is
not the shining face or the white
garments, but the fact that for the rest of
the time Jesus hid his glory so well.
Adapted from Universalis
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates 01525 840 661 /
07919 263 147, smyates47@gmail.com

Latest Information About Covid Restrictions
As we all know, the government removed all lockdown restrictions from 19 July, although it is
asking us to be very careful particularly in enclosed spaces. Along with these guidelines and
those of the Bishops’ Conference and of the diocese we have decided to
•
•
•
•

recommend the use of masks inside the church
keep the seating capacity at the current level, reviewing this as the summer progresses
(mainly because as we need the present furniture to be able to sanitise properly)
keep the sanitising and cleaning regime in place, in line with capacity
maintain booking for Saturday and Sunday Masses until the track and trace rules end,
and our capacity increases

From 28 August, Fr. Jerry is away for a number of weeks. During that time we will continue to
have Mass on Saturday at 5.00 pm and Sunday at 11.00 am. Booking is still needed.
There will be a Service of the Word with Communion on most Fridays Fr. Jerry is away. There
will be no need to book for Fridays, just sign in on arrival. Other weekday Masses are
suspended.

INFORMATION
CONFESSION
Confessions are available before
Mass on Friday and Saturday and
on request.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. Hospital contacts below.

The St Vincent de Paul Society
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know
needs help at this time, please talk
to us by ringing 07770 499239.
We are here to help.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been suspended for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
Jerry to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will take a break
for the month of August
and reconvene in
September, when we will
be celebrating our 20th anniversary.
Alleluia!
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
COME AND SEE
This group will meet again on
4 August by Zoom. Contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

