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 Bulletin 
5 July 2020                                                   Feast of Saint Peter and Saint Paul 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR AUGUST 
PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS 

We pray for all those who suffer 
persecution. Almighty God, who has taught 
us through your Son, Jesus Christ, that 
those who follow him may be persecuted: 
strengthen, comfort and encourage all 
those who suffer harassment, violence, 
imprisonment and even death, for being 
followers of Jesus. Amen. 
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I  AM THE BREAD OF L IFE !
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31 July 5.00 pm In Thanksgiving – Don and Marlena Perrett,  
Intentions of Eileen Bennett 

1 August 11.00 am Intentions of Deacon Philip 
Intentions of David Linda 

7 August  5.00 pm To Our Blessed Lady for Special Intentions. 
Ros Penn, Recently Deceased, RIP 

8 August  11.00 pm Ros Penn, Recently Deceased, RIP 
Bridget Russell, Anniversary, RIP 
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MASS TIMES!

The Gospel this weekend is taken from John 6:24-35. 

Following the sign of the Feeding of the Five Thousand, John begins his discourse. 
He develops his thought in two stages. The first stage is to establish  
the nature of the food by which God really satisfies peoples'  
hunger. Jesus accuses the crowd of not really wanting to  
see him for his own sake, but because he had given them  
all the bread, they wanted to satisfy their physical hunger.  
He urges them to seek spiritual food that will satisfy them  
eternally. They show their lack of understanding, in asking  
for a sign from Jesus which will give cause them to believe  
he has come from God. They quoted the sign that had  
come through Moses when he provided the children of  
Israel with manna. They failed to see that the sign had  
already been given.   

Jesus’ reply contradicted them. It was not Moses who had fed the children of Israel 
with bread from heaven, it was God. Then, changing from the past tense to the 
present, Jesus claimed that God still feeds his people with ‘bread from heaven’, 
bread that gives life. The listeners again make the mistake of thinking only in 
terms of physical hunger, and request that there be a constant supply of such 
food.  

The climax of the reading comes in the claim that Jesus is to be the Bread of Life, 
the one who will satisfy spiritual hunger and thirst, eternally. Bread from heaven is 
not the manna of the wilderness, rather the incarnation of Jesus as the Son of 
God.  
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As we cope with coronavirus in the UK, 
we think of our sisters and brothers in 
developing countries who are facing this 
pandemic with fragile health systems, 
some of which have almost no intensive 
care beds or ventilators.  

Food prices have already risen with 
borders closing, the poorest are losing 
their jobs and income with wholesale 
shutdowns. Furthermore, inadequate 
healthcare, lack of access to washing 
facilities and limited ability to social 
distance will result in loss of life on an 
intolerable scale. The likely impact will 
be devastating.  

We are one global family. Please will 
you sign the CAFOD petition to ask the 
government to work with other world 
leaders to help the most vulnerable 
people in our world to cope with this 
crisis. 
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Confessions are available before 
Mass on Friday and Saturday and 
on request.&
>?@A;?&B=9;&             
Please ring for intercessory prayer 
on 01525 634 186. We have some 
wonderful answers to prayers. Be 
assured of full confidentiality. 
<@:;C!@?D=9C&&&&&&&&&&&&&& &                
For information contact Paula Bates 
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk 
7E!?7E&9;F<B;//;?&89B=9;&
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk&
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Please let us know of anyone who 
needs a visit. Hospital contacts below. 
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This has been suspended for the 
time being.  
M@<<&=9/;9/=89<&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
For Mass Intentions, call or email 
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr. 
Jerry to say a Mass. She has Mass 
cards at home so call or email if you 
need one.&
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Hospital Contacts 
If you have anyone in hospital, you 
can contact the following. 
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony 
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or 
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com 
Luton and Dunstable Hospital – 
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756 
685 220 or 
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org 
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!  Sunday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

!  Tuesday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

!  Thursday – 9.00 am Morning 
Prayer of the Church 

Fr. John will make a YouTube video of 
his homily and his Sunday Mass is also 
available. You can see it by clicking the 
YouTube button on the first  
page of our website. The button 
looks like this... 
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This group will meet again on  
4 August by Zoom. Contact  
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.  

The sewing group is postponed until 
further notice due to Covid-19. For 
details, phone Hilary  
Brennan on 01525 717 919 

Mothers’ Prayers will take a break 
for the month of August  
and reconvene in  
September, when we will  
be celebrating our 20!"  anniversary. 
Alleluia! 
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The Transfiguration of the Lord can 
sound embarrassingly  
magical. Jesus goes  
up onto a mountain  
and his clothes  
become dazzlingly  
white. Prophets  
appear and talk to him.  
And then it is all over  
and Jesus tells his  
disciples to say nothing. 

We should hold on to the absurdity of the 
incident. There is simply no reason for all 
this to have happened. In particular, 
there is no reason to put it into a 
gospel – the evangelist makes no capital 
out of it, it is simply there. 

And this is the strength of the 
Transfiguration as an historical 
incident. !"#$#%&'%()%$#*')(%+)$%*(,)(#%
-)%"*.#%&(.#(-#/%&-0 It is not central to the 
Christian case. It is not used to win 
arguments. There is only one reason to 
put it into the Gospel, and that is 
because it happened. It is one of those 
cases of the evangelists writing things 
down without knowing why they were 
important, and their very puzzlement is 
what makes the story so convincing. 

Why, then, did it happen? Surely so that 
we could see and understand that Jesus 
is at once one of the prophets and the 
one that was prophesied by them; and 
that he is God, and lives for all eternity in 
a blaze of dazzling and unapproachable 
light. 

The true miracle of the Transfiguration is 
not the shining face or the white 
garments, but the fact that for the rest of 
the time Jesus hid his glory so well. 
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When Pope Benedict XVI announced 
that 19 June 2009 to  
June 2010 would be the  
Year of the Priest, he did  
so on the 150!"   
anniversary of the death  
of St Jean Vianney, then  
the patron of parish  
priests.  
Jean Baptiste Vianney was born on 8 
May 1786 into a farming family in the 
village of Dardilly near Lyons in south-
eastern France. He was baptised on the 
same day. Although far from wealthy his 
parents were known for helping the poor 
and homeless or passing pilgrims.  
He was a slow and unpromising 
candidate for the priesthood; and was 
eventually ordained on account of his 
devoutness rather than any 
achievement or promise. 
In 1818 he was sent to be the parish 
priest of Ars-en-Dombes, an isolated 
village some distance from Lyon, and 
remained there for the rest of his life 
because his parishioners would not let 
him leave. He was a noted preacher and 
a celebrated confessor. Such was his 
fame and his reputation for insight into 
his penitents’ souls and their futures that 
he had to spend up to eighteen hours a 
day in the confessional, so great was 
the demand. The tens of thousands of 
people who came to visit this obscure 
parish priest turned Ars into a place of 
pilgrimage. 
The French state recognised his 
eminence by awarding him the Légion 
d’Honneur in 1848, but he sold it and 
gave the money to the poor.  
He was 73 when he died on 4 August 
1859. The curé of Ars was canonised a 
saint in 1925 and declared heavenly 
patron for all parish priests in 1929. 
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