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REFLECTION ON TODAY’S GOSPEL

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 1 August standing
orders were £760.00
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

MASS TIMES

Our Mass times this week are
Despite miraculously feeding them, the people took offence. 'How can he say he
came from heaven?' they ask. 'We know who he is. He is Mary and Joseph's son.'
! Saturday at 5.00 pm
Flesh and blood cannot grasp the mystery of God made man. Jesus said: 'No one
! Sunday at 11.00 am
can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him' (v. 44). God draws people
to himself; he teaches so that they can believe in him.
There will be a Service of the
Word with Communion on Friday.
Nowadays many people reject Jesus as a miracle-worker or
divine, but they are willing to accept and admire him on the
You must register for Saturday
level of a great moral teacher. However, the Christian
and Sunday so please contact me
apologist C.S. Lewis, argues powerfully against this
at
conclusion:
secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.
uk or 07919263147.
'I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish
thing that people often say about him: '’I'm ready to accept
We are still social-distancing so
Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don't accept his claim
numbers remain limited.
to be God". That is the one thing we must not say. A man
who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus
Confession
said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be
Confessions before Saturday
a lunatic – on the level with the man who says he is a
Mass and on request
poached egg – or else he would be the Devil of
Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else
a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him
Baptism
and kill him as a demon, or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God but let
We welcome Cillian Freestone,
us not come with any patronising nonsense about his being a great human teacher.
daughter of Kara and Thomas,
He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to ... Now it seems to me obvious
who was baptised into the
that he was neither a lunatic nor a fiend: and consequently, however strange, or
Catholic community on 7
terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to accept the view that he was and is God.'
August.
'I am the living bread which came down from Heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he We ask the parish to pray for her
and her family on this special
shall live forever.' (John 6:51)
day, and wish Cillian and her
Adapted from Bible Alive, August 2021
family all God's blessings on their
journey of faith.

Masses will be offered this week and next for…
7 August

5.00 pm

8 August

11.00 am

14 August

5.00 pm

15 August

11.00 pm

To Our Blessed Lady For Special Intentions.
Ros Penn, Recently Deceased
Ros Penn, Recently Deceased
Bridget Russell, Anniversary, RIP
Intentions of Don and Marlena Perrett
Mary Deveraux, Recently Deceased, RIP
John Lynch, Anniversary, RIP
Sandra, Anniversary, RIP

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR AUGUST
PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS
We pray for all those who suffer
persecution. Almighty God, who has taught
us through your Son, Jesus Christ, that
those who follow him may be persecuted:
strengthen, comfort and encourage all
those who suffer harassment, violence,
imprisonment and even death, for being
followers of Jesus. Amen.

The Feast of Maximilian Kolbe – 14 August

INFORMATION

He was born on 8 January 1894 in occupied Poland. He joined the Franciscans in
Lwów in 1910, and was ordained eight years later as his country
became free and independent for the first time in over 120 years.
He believed that the world was passing through a time of intense
spiritual crisis, and that Christians must fight for the world’s
salvation with all the means of modern communication. He
founded a newspaper, and a sodality called the Knights of Mary
Immaculate which spread widely in Poland and abroad.
In 1927 he founded a community, a city of Mary, at Teresin.
Centred round the Franciscan friary, it attracted many lay people,
and became self-supporting, publishing many periodicals and running its own radio
station.
In 1930 he went to Japan, studied Buddhism and Shintoism, and through the
Japanese edition of his newspaper spread the Christian message in a way that was
in harmony with Japanese culture. In Nagasaki, he set up a Garden of the
Immaculate, which survived the atomic bomb.
He also travelled to Malabar and to Moscow, but was recalled to Poland in 1936 for
reasons of health.
When the Germans invaded in 1939, the community at Teresin sheltered thousands
of refugees, most of them Jews. In 1941 he was arrested and sent to the
concentration camp at Auschwitz, where he helped and succoured the inmates. In
August of that year a prisoner escaped, and in reprisal the authorities were choosing
ten people to die by starvation. One of the men had a family, and Maximilian Kolbe
offered to take his place. The offer was accepted, and he spent his last days
comforting his fellow prisoners. The man he saved was present at his canonisation.
Maximilian Kolbe’s martyrdom is the least important thing about him. We are none of
us likely to find ourselves in a position to emulate his sacrifice, and speculation as to
the heroic way in which we would have behaved in his place is a pernicious waste of
time. What is important is that he acted the way he did because of who he was – or,
rather, because of who he had become. It is because of who he had become that we
revere him as a saint: he would have been a saint (though perhaps not canonized)
even if he had not been martyred. And that process of becoming is something we
can all emulate. We can all become people for whom doing the right thing is obvious,
natural, and easy. It requires no heroism, no special gifts: just perseverance, and
prayer.
Adapted from Universalis

She was born at Assisi and came under the influence of Saint
Francis. She left home at the age of 18 and, under Francis’s
guidance, began a community that grew to become the order
of the Poor Clares (she was later joined both by her sister and by
her widowed mother). In its radical attachment to poverty, the rule
of the order was much more severe than that of any other order of
nuns. In 1215, Clare obtained from the Pope the privilege of
owning nothing, so that the nuns of the order were to be sustained
by alms and nothing else.
Such a rule was (like the Franciscan rule) both a challenge to established structures
and a risk to those who followed it, and successive Popes tried to modify it. In 1247,
Pope Innocent IV promulgated a new rule that allowed the ownership of communal
property Clare rewrote it. A later attempt at mitigation in 1263 partly succeeded
(perhaps because Clare was dead by then); some communities followed the old,
strict rule and some followed the new.
Clare was a noted contemplative and a caring mother to her nuns. She died at Assisi
in 1253.
Adapted from Catholic Calendar app by Universalis Publishing

PLEASE BE AS GENEROUS AS YOU CAN AND
PLACE YOUR DONATION IN THE BLACK BUCKET

PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. Hospital contacts below.

The St Vincent de Paul Society
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know
needs help at this time, please talk
to us by ringing 07770 499239.
We are here to help.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been suspended for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
Jerry to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts

The Feast of St Clare – 11 August

There is a second collection next weekend, 13, 14 and 15
August, for Home Mission Sunday. On this day the bishops
invite parishes to pray for the mission of the Church in
England and Wales and there is a second collection to
support the Bishops’ work of evangelisation.

CONFESSION
Confessions are available before
Mass on Friday and Saturday and
on request.

Newsletter copy
deadline
Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact:
Suzanne Yates
01525 840 661 /
07919 263 147,
smyates47@gmail
.com

If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will take a break
for the month of August
and reconvene in
September, when we will
be celebrating our 20th anniversary.
Alleluia!
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
COME AND SEE
This group will meet again on
11 August by Zoom. Contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

