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Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission
Follow
us on
Facebook
Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 15 August standing
orders were £760.00

Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton

Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Priest in Charge, Father Jerry Manomey priest@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk, 01525 715 109
Parish Deacon, Deacon Philip Pugh deaconphilippugh@gmail.com, 07711 953 926
Pastoral Administrator, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

With thanks, Finance
Committee.

REFECTION ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 6:60-69
The disciples could be slow on the uptake, they could be dull and passive, and they
often misunderstood and missed the point. Today, however, they are spot on and show
that they have indeed understood what Jesus was teaching. In fact, so clear and crisp
is their grasp of Jesus' teaching on the Eucharis, that many turned back and no longer
followed him (v. 66). In fact, as if in unison, they declared in protest, 'This is a hard
teaching; who can listen to it?' (v. 60).
The Catechism of the Catholic Church sheds light on this reaction: 'The first
announcement of the Eucharist divided the disciples, just as the announcement of the
Passion scandalised them: 'This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?' The Eucharist
and the Cross are stumbling blocks. It is the same mystery and it never ceases to be an occasion of division. 'Will you
also go away?' The Lord's question echoes through the ages, as a loving invitation to discover that only he has the
words of eternal life and that to receive in faith the gift of the Eucharist is to receive the Lord himself' (CCC. 1336).
The Holy Spirit helps us comprehend the miracle of the Eucharist. Perhaps we receive the Eucharist week after week
without pondering and reflecting on the awesome privilege it is to receive Christ in this way? What is truly shocking
and scandalous about the Eucharist is that the gift held out to us is that of the whole Christ. The body and blood, soul
and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ and, therefore, the whole Christ, is truly, really and substantially made present to
us. In other words, Jesus is made real and present in the most full and complete sense. Jesus' presence in the
Eucharist is substantial in that he himself is wholly and entirely present. What a gift! What a blessing! What a grace!
'In the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist, in this sacrament of love, we have true life, a blessed life, and true
happiness. Because in it we receive not only those graces that perfect us but the very author of these graces' (St Pio
of Pietrelcino).
Adapted from Bible Alive, August 2021

Mass Times
Our Mass times this week are Saturday at 5.00 pm and Sunday at 11.00 am. There will be a Service of the Word with
Communion on Friday.
You must register for Saturday and Sunday. To do this please contact me at secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk or
07919263147.We are still social distancing so numbers remain limited.
Confessions are heard before Saturday Mass and on request

Masses will be offered this week and next for…
21 August

5.00 pm

22 August

11.00 pm

28 August

5.00 pm

29 August

11.00 am

Delia Javier, Recently Deceased, RIP
Ros Penn, Recently Deceased, RIP
Arthur Brooker, Six-Month Anniversary, RIP
Intentions Hugh Davies and Colm Brady, Anniversary, RIP
Intentions of Don and Marlena Perrett
Ros Penn, Recently Deceased, RIP
Liam Spillane, Anniversary, RIP
Intentions of Deacon Philip Pugh
Ros Penn, Recently Deceased
Thomas Traynor, Anniversary, RIP

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR AUGUST
PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS
We pray for all those who suffer
persecution. Almighty God, who has taught
us through your Son, Jesus Christ, that
those who follow him may be persecuted:
strengthen, comfort and encourage all
those who suffer harassment, violence,
imprisonment and even death, for being
followers of Jesus. Amen.

The Feast of St
Bartholomew
24 August
We celebrate the feast
of St Bartholomew
(also called Nathanael).
What we know about
this saint is gleaned
from the scriptures
and especially
today's reading. St
John records that St
Bartholomew was a witness of Jesus'
resurrection (John 21:2) and St Luke
that he was a witness of Jesus'
ascension into heaven (Acts 1:13).
There are several conflicting traditions
about St Bartholomew's later service of
Christ. In his Ecclesiastical History the
Church historian Eusebius of Caesarea
records that he went on a missionary
journey to India where he left behind a
copy of the Gospel of Matthew. Other
traditions suggest that he served as a
missionary in northern Africa or that,
along with St Jude, he brought the
Christian faith to Armenia where he was
flayed alive and then crucified upside
down for refusing to worship pagan
gods. The image of St Bartholomew's
flayed body features in Michelangelo's
masterpiece 'The Last Judgement' (the
face on the saint's body is that of the
artist himself).
Although there is little evidence about
what actually happened to St
Bartholomew, what we do know is that
he is revered as one of the twelve
apostles and we can be sure that he
laid down his life for his faith. Today's
reading reveals that St Bartholomew
was a straightforward, direct and
honest man. The Lord himself identifies
this character trait, rewarding and
affirming it: 'Here is a true Israelite, in
whom there is nothing false' (v. 47
NIV). Straightforwardness is a virtue in
a world where double-speak, and
economy of truth and alternative facts
can prevail. In short, a kind of cultural
dishonesty is the order of the day. St
Bartholomew's response of faith was
immediate and uncompromising. Only
the Holy Spirit could have revealed to
him that Jesus was the Son of God (v.
49).
We cannot know for sure that St
Bartholomew was flayed alive and then
crucified, but it is very likely that he was
martyred. The faith that we enjoy today
was forged in the first century on the
anvil of a brutal time where violent
death was the lot of those who
witnessed to Christ.
St Bartholomew, pray for us.
Adapted from Bible Alive, August 2021

INFORMATION
Sacramental Preparation
We will start this September. If you have
not already responded and if you have a
child who is in:
! Year 3 or above who you would like
to register for First Reconciliation
! Year 3 or above who you would like
to register for First Holy Communion
! Year 8 or above who you would like
to register for Confirmation
please email
sacraments@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
When you email please, include your
child’s name, his/her school year and
which sacrament they wish to prepare
for.

Leslie Reilly, RIP
Please remember Leslie
in your prayers.
His funeral service will take place at
Sacred Heart Church on Thursday 26
August at 11.00 am.
All our sympathy and prayers go to
Leslie’s family.

Date for your Diary!
Macmillan Coffee Morning
is on Friday 24 September
straight after 10.00 am Mass.
Please see Suzanne if you can help
on the day or if you have something
that would make a raffle prize or if you
can sell tickets after Mass.

Baptism
We welcome Samuel Guiney, son of
Christina and Thomas, who
was
was baptised into the Catholic
community on 21 August.
We ask the parish to pray for him and
his family on this special day and wish
Samuel and his family all God's
blessings on their journey of faith.

The latest draw took place on 15
August and the lucky winners were
st

1
2nd
3rd
4th

Jane Crow
Sue Norman
Paula Bates
Hugh Davies

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates 01525 840 661 /
07919 263 147, smyates47@gmail.com

CONFESSION
Confessions are available before
Mass on Friday and Saturday and
on request.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. Hospital contacts below.

The St Vincent de Paul Society
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know
needs help at this time, please talk
to us by ringing 07770 499239.
We are here to help.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been suspended for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
Jerry to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will take a break
for the month of August
and reconvene in
September, when we will
be celebrating our 20th anniversary.
Alleluia!
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
COME AND SEE
This group will meet again in
September. Contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

