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REFLECTION ON TODAY’S GOSPEL,

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 29 August standing
orders were £760.00
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

SVP Annual Appeal

Today’s Gospel is from Mark 7:31-37

The weekend of
Sunday 19 September
This miracle, only recorded in Mark's Gospel,
will see the annual parish
takes place in Gentile territory. Jesus had
SVP appeal. The SVP aims
travelled through Phoenicia (to the North of
To help and befriend those in
Galilee) and was now returning through
need.
Decapolis (the region of ten towns to the North
Next week their annual report will be
East of Galilee). A deaf and dumb man was
published prior to the appeal.
brought to Jesus to be healed. Jesus did so but
Envelopes for giving and permitting gift
unusually, used the additive of spittle on the
aid will be available in church.
man's tongue and put his fingers in the man's
ears. He also used another command which Mark gives in its Aramaic
The money raised at this appeal is used
form, Ephphatha which means ‘Be opened’.
to help those who come to the SVP for
help with problems during the year, and
On one level it is difficult to understand why this miracle was remembered.
to support their work overseas – all of
Only on one other occasion (8:22-26) does Jesus use spittle and again
which is described in the report. Please
Mark is the only Evangelist to record the miracle. There is none of the usual
be as generous as you can be to support
emphasis on the need for faith and Jesus seems to be cast simply in the
the SVP, both in prayer and financial
role of a wonder-worker. Certainly, the action of using spittle and touching
giving.
ears are like the stories contained in the popular folklore stories of the day.
Thanks in advance.
For this reason, some scholars cast doubt on the authenticity of this story.
On another level, however, the Church has seen a meaningful message in
the miracle. Jesus is able to make the deaf hear and the dumb speak. This
should not just be taken as the healing of physical ailments but also seen
as spiritual. There are many who are deaf to the truth of God's message;
many unable to testify to his goodness. The call of Jesus to such people is
answered daily. They hear the message for the first time with
understanding, and accepting it, are able to confess the joy it brings to
them.

Baptism
We welcome Leo Ward, son of Gemma
and Raymond, who was
baptised into the Catholic
community on 4 September.

We ask the parish to pray for him and his
family on this special day and wish Samuel
Adapted from The Word of God, Year B, by Robin Cooper and his family all God's blessings on their
journey of faith.

Masses will be offered this week and next for…
4 September

5.00 pm

Edward O’Keeffe, Recently Deceased, RIP

5 September

11.00 am

Intentions of David Linda and His Family

11 September

5.00 pm

Padraig Fagan, Recently Deceased, RIP

12 September

11.00 am

Intentions of David Linda
Betty Mahony, Birthday Anniversary, RIP

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR SEPTEMBER
ALL WHO TEND THE LAND
O Lord, good Father, who in your
providence have entrusted the earth to all
humanity, we give thanks for all farmers
and growers and all those who tend the
land, our trees and plants on the earth. We
give thanks for their work and pray that they
will inspire us all to care for the soil and our
environment. Amen.

The Feast of the Nativity of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
8 September
The Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, was
celebrated as early
as the sixth century.
We know that
because St Romanos
the Melodist, an
Eastern Christian
who composed many
of the hymns used in the Eastern
Catholic and Orthodox liturgies,
composed a hymn for the feast at that
time. The feast spread to Rome in the
seventh century, but it took a couple of
more centuries before it was celebrated
throughout the West.
Even though we cannot trace the
celebration of the Feast of the Nativity of
the Blessed Virgin Mary back any
further than the sixth century, the source
for the story of the birth of the Blessed
Virgin Mary is much older. The earliest
documented version is found in
the Protoevangelium of James, an
apocryphal gospel written about A.D.
150. From this, we learn the names of
Mary's parents, Joachim and Anna, as
well as the tradition that the couple was
childless until an angel appeared to
Anna and told her that she would
conceive.
The traditional date of the feast, 8
September, falls exactly nine months
after the feast of the Immaculate
Conception of Mary. Perhaps because
of its close proximity to the feast of
the Assumption of Mary, the Nativity of
the Blessed Virgin Mary is not
celebrated today with the same
solemnity as the Immaculate
Conception.
There are only three people whose
birthdays have traditionally been
celebrated by Christians: Jesus Christ,
Saint John the Baptist and the Blessed
Virgin Mary. And we celebrate all three
birthdays for the same reason: all three
were born without Original Sin. Christ,
because he was conceived by the Holy
Spirit; Mary, because she was kept free
from the stain of Original Sin by the
action of God in his foreknowledge that
she would agree to be the mother of
Christ; and Saint John, because he was
blessed in the womb by the presence of
his Saviour when Mary, pregnant with
Jesus, came to aid her cousin Elizabeth
in the final months of Elizabeth's
pregnancy.
Adapted from https://www.learnreligions.com

Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates 01525 840 661 /
07919 263 147, smyates47@gmail.com

Book Club
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 30
September at 7.30 pm.
The next book to read is
Twelve Ordinary Men
by John F. MacArthur Jr.
New members are always
welcome. Or you might just
enjoy reading the book!
For information, please contact Ann
Leatherland 07988 845 708.

Date for your Diary!
Macmillan Coffee Morning
is on Friday 24 September
straight after 10.00 am Mass.
Please see Suzanne if you can help
on the day, if you have something that
would make a raffle prize or if you can
sell tickets after Mass.
Tickets will be available after all
Masses this weekend.

Feast of St Peter Claver (1580-1654)
9 September
He devoted great care to
slaves just arriving in South
America despite the social
convention that did not
consider them human. For
35 years he showed
boundless compassion for all
people, living out the dictum of the St
Alphonsus Rodriguez, ‘Look for God in all
men and serve them as images of him’.
Claver met the Jesuits in Barcelona during his
university studies. He entered the Society of
Jesus in 1602.
Claver was sent to Colombia in 1610. After he
finished his study of theology in Bogotá,
Claver went to Cartagena on the Caribbean
coast where he was ordained a priest in 1616
and where he would spend the rest of his life
ministering to slaves who arrived there from
Africa. An estimated 10,000 slaves passed
through the port each year during Claver's
time. They were usually in horrible condition
after the long voyage. Claver waited on the
dock with food he had begged. Accompanied
by former slaves who served as interpreters,
he then boarded the ships and greeted those
on deck before descending into the ship's
hold to care for the sick. He cleansed wounds,
applied ointment and bandages and spoke
about God.
Slaves remained in Cartagena for only a few
days, so Claver worked very quickly to
prepare people for baptism. Instruction was
necessarily limited, and Claver baptised a great
number of slaves. He also visited hospitals,
one of which cared for lepers, and saw Dutch
and English prisoners of war.
A plague struck Cartagena in 1650, and
eventually took Claver as a victim after he had
cared for others afflicted by the disease.
Adapted from https://www.jesuits.global

INFORMATION
CONFESSION
Confessions are available before
Mass on Friday and Saturday and
on request.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. Hospital contacts below.

The St Vincent de Paul Society
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know
needs help at this time, please talk
to us by ringing 07770 499239.
We are here to help.
LITTLE ’UNS
This has been suspended for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
Jerry to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Hospital Contacts
If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will meet on Zoom
at 8.00 pm on 7 September
to pray for our families. Ring
Sue Barley on 01525 634186
if you would like to join us or to ask
us to pray for your intentions.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
COME AND SEE
This group will meet again in
September. Contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

