Bulletin

12
September
2021
5 July
2020

Twenty-Fourth
Sunday
in Ordinary
Time
Feast
of Saint Peter
and Saint
Paul

Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission
Follow
us on
Facebook
Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton

Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Priest in Charge, Father Jerry Manomey priest@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk, 01525 715 109
Parish Deacon, Deacon Philip Pugh deaconphilippugh@gmail.com, 07711 953 926
Pastoral Administrator, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Today’s Gospel is from Mark 8:27-35.

The weekend of Sunday
19 September will see
the annual parish SVP
appeal. The SVP aims to
help and befriend those
in need.

This passage, a conversation between Jesus and
his disciples at Caesarea Philippi, is regarded by many
as the turning point in Mark's Gospel. First of all we
have the confession of Peter, ‘You are the Christ’. The
title ‘Christ' is a rare one in Mark's Gospel. Originally
the idea of the Christ was that of a representative of
God who would gather the faithful into Palestine,
where Jerusalem and the Temple would became the centre of the world. A time of
perfect peace would be initiated in which God's rule of mercy and justice would be
established for ever. Unfortunately, by the time of Jesus, this doctrine had been
watered down to that of a popular leader who would free Israel from the occupying
power of Rome. Perhaps this is why Jesus prefers to use the title Son of Man.
Jesus then goes on to make what is known as the first prediction of the Passion
(see also 9:31; 10:33-34). It is believed by many scholars, that these predictions
are the construction of Mark himself and are there to emphasise the approaching
suffering and death of Jesus. Peter did not accept this talk about death and argued
with Jesus only to be rebuked himself with a phrase that showed quite clearly that
his earlier confession had been but a brief moment of insight.
Jesus then gives some hard and yet clear teaching on discipleship. The disciple
must:
a) renounce himself (lit: to put oneself last in all things)
b) to take up the cross (lit: to be prepared to die) and
c) follow me (lit: to follow Jesus along the same road of suffering)
This saying must not be watered down to denying ourselves luxuries in, for
example, Lent, or bearing our cross in the sense of an anxiety or burden. To do so,
is to tempt us to forget the countless number of unknown Christians, and some
more famous, who through the ages and in our own time, have been called to
suffer, be rejected and to die. This still happens to people in our world. It is still a
real response to discipleship.
Adapted from The Word of God, Year B, by Robin Cooper
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Padraig Fagan, Recently Deceased, RIP
Betty Mahony, Birthday Anniversary, RIP
Intentions of David Linda
Peggy Killeen, Recently Deceased RIP
Intentions of David Linda and his Family
Intentions of Alexander Chisnall on his Ordination as
Deacon
Garvan Gilmour, Recently Deceased, RIP
Gino Mansi, Recently Deceased, RIP

With thanks, Finance
Committee.

SVP Annual Appeal

REFLECTION ON TODAY’S GOSPEL

Masses will be offered this week …

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 5 September standing
orders were £760.00

Next week their annual report will be
published prior to the appeal.
Envelopes for giving and permitting
Gift Aid will be available in church.
The money raised at this appeal is
used to help those who come to the
SVP for help with problems during
the year, and to support their work
overseas – all of which is described
in the report. Please be as generous
as you can be to support the SVP,
both in prayer and financial giving.
Thanks in advance.
_______________________

Baptism
We welcome Darcey Hogan,
daughter of Erin and Ben,
who will be baptised into the
Catholic community on 12 September.
We ask the parish to pray for her and
her family on this special day and wish
Darcey and her family all God's
blessings on their journey of faith.

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR SEPTEMBER
ALL WHO TEND THE LAND
O Lord, good Father, who in your
providence have entrusted the earth to all
humanity, we give thanks for all farmers
and growers and all those who tend the
land, our trees and plants on the earth. We
give thanks for their work and pray that they
will inspire us all to care for the soil and our
environment. Amen.

The Feast of the Exaltation
of the Holy Cross
14 September
Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena,
mother of the
Roman Emperor
Constantine, went
to Jerusalem in
search of the holy
places of Christ’s
life. She razed the
second-century
Temple of Aphrodite,
which tradition held
was built over the Saviour’s tomb, and
her son built the Basilica of the Holy
Sepulchre on that spot. During the
excavation, workers found three
crosses. Legend has it that the one on
which Jesus died was identified when its
touch healed a dying woman.
The cross immediately became an
object of veneration. At a Good Friday
celebration in Jerusalem towards the
end of the fourth century, according to
an eyewitness, the wood was taken out
of its silver container and placed on a
table together with the inscription Pilate
ordered placed above Jesus’ head:
Then ‘all the people pass through one
by one; all of them bow down, touching
the cross and the inscription, first with
their foreheads, then with their eyes;
and, after kissing the cross, they move
on’.
To this day, the Eastern Churches,
Catholic and Orthodox alike, celebrate
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross on the
September anniversary of the basilica’s
dedication. The feast entered the
Western calendar in the seventh century
after Emperor Heraclius recovered the
cross from the Persians, who had
carried it off in 614, 15 years earlier.
According to the story, the emperor
intended to carry the cross back into
Jerusalem himself but was unable to
move forward until he took off his
imperial garb and became a barefoot
pilgrim.
Reflection
The cross is today the universal image of
Christian belief. Countless generations of
artists have turned it into a thing of beauty
to be carried in procession or worn as
jewellery. To the eyes of the first
Christians, it had no beauty. It stood
outside too many city walls, decorated
only with decaying corpses, as a threat to
anyone who defied Rome’s authority,
including Christians who refused sacrifice
to Roman gods. Although believers spoke
of the cross as the instrument of salvation,
it seldom appeared in Christian art unless
disguised as an anchor or the chi-rho until
after Constantine’s edict of toleration.
Adapted from https://www.franciscanmedia.org

Book Club
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 30
September at 7.30 pm.
The next book to read is
Twelve Ordinary Men
by John MacArthur.
New members are always
welcome. Or you might just
enjoy reading the book!
For information, please contact Ann
Leatherland 07988 845 708.

Date for your Diary!
Macmillan Coffee Morning
is on Friday 24 September
straight after 10.00 am Mass.
Please see Suzanne if you can help
on the day, if you have something that
would make a raffle prize or if you can
sell tickets after Mass.
Tickets will be available after all
Masses this weekend.

The Feast of Pope St
Cornelius and St Cyprian
16 September

INFORMATION
CONFESSION
Confessions are available before
Mass on Friday and Saturday and
on request.
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL, SICK OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit. Hospital contacts below.

The St Vincent de Paul Society
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know
needs help at this time, please talk
to us by ringing 07770 499239.
We are here to help.

Pope St Cornelius was made bishop of
the church in Rome in
the year 251. He
fought against the
Novatian schismatics,
and established his
authority with the aid
of Cyprian.

LITTLE ’UNS
This has been suspended for the
time being.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
Jerry to say a Mass. She has Mass
cards at home so call or email if you
need one.

Emperor Gallus sent
him into exile, and
he died at Civitavecchia in June 253.

Hospital Contacts

Cyprian was born in Carthage and spent
most of his life in the practice of the law.
He was converted to Christianity and
was made bishop of Carthage in 249.
He steered the church through troubled
times, including the persecution of the
emperor Decius, when he went into
hiding so as to be able to continue
looking after the church. In 258 the
persecution of Emperor Valerian began.
Cyprian was first exiled and then, on the
14 of September, executed, after a trial
notable for the calm and courtesy shown
by both sides.
Cyprian’s many letters and treatises
shed much light on a formative period in
the Church’s history. They are valuable
both for their doctrine and for the picture
they paint of a group of people in
constant peril of their lives, but still
determined to keep the faith.

If you have anyone in hospital, you
can contact the following.
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or
deaconjimhannigan@northamptondi
ocese.org
Mothers’ Prayers will meet on Zoom
at 8.00 pm on 7 September
to pray for our families. Ring
Sue Barley on 01525 634186
if you would like to join us or to ask
us to pray for your intentions.
The sewing group is postponed until
further notice due to Covid-19. For
details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919

Adapted from Universalis
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday.
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates 01525 840 661 /
07919 263 147, smyates47@gmail.com

COME AND SEE
This group will meet again in
September. Contact
Nicky Paterson on 01525 750 654.

