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Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission.
Follow
us on
Facebook
Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 5 December standing
orders were £760.00

Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton
Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Priest in Charge, Father Jerry Manomey priest@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk, 01525 715 109

With thanks, Finance
Committee.

Secretary, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

MASS TIMES

REQUEST FOR CATECHISTS TO ASSIST WITH CONFIRMATION
Since the Second Vatican Council, there has been a growing awareness of the fact that
‘the role of catechists is of the highest importance’ (Ad gentes, 17) for ‘the development of
the Christian community’. ‘Every catechist,’ says Pope Francis, ‘must be a witness to the
faith, a teacher and mystagogue, a companion and pedagogue, who teaches for the
Church.’ Catechists, he continues, ‘are called first to be expert in the pastoral service of
transmitting the faith, from the first proclamation of the kerygma to preparation for the
sacraments of Christian initiation, and throughout the process of ongoing formation.’
As a parish, a time has come to ask everyone, especially those who have had the
experience as a catechist here or in other parishes to respond to the request to assist with
young people with their sacramental preparations.
I would like to encourage those with the desire to teach and learn the Catholic faith to
embrace this ministry of service in the Church.
With the support of the diocese and the parish, those who avail themselves for this service
shall receive the necessary ongoing formation and courses. According to Pope Francis,
fruitful service as a catechist is possible, ‘only through prayer, study, and direct
participation in the life of the community.’
Father Jerry
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THIS WEEK
Tuesday at 9.30 am
There will be NO Mass on
Wednesday and Thursday
this week.
Friday at 10.00 am,
Saturday at 5.00 pm
Sunday at 9.00 am and
11.00 am.

You do not need to register for
weekday Masses, but you
should do so for Saturday
evening and Sunday Masses.
Contact Suzanne at
secretary@sacredheartflitwick.
co.uk or 07919 263 147.
CONFESSION
Confession is available before
Mass on Friday and Saturday
and on request.

Preparing the Church for Christmas
Dear parishioners, please come to help with cleaning and
decorating the church as we prepare for Christmas.
Come on Thursday 16 December at 7.30 pm.
We look forward to seeing you.
Many hands make light work!

Face Masks
are now
mandatory
in church.

All Welcome
Masses will be offered this week for …
11 December

5.00 pm

The Intentions of Grace McKenna and her Family

12 December

9.00 am

Kathleen and Michael Campbell, and Annie Jones. RIP

12 December

11.00 am

14 December

9.30 am

Intentions of Joey Hills and Gracia Cruz
Private Intentions

15 December

NO MASS

16 December

NO MASS

17 December

10.00 am

Donna Spillane, Anniversary, RIP

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR
DECEMBER
MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES
Lord God, no one is a stranger to
you and no one is ever far from your
loving care. In your kindness, watch
over refugees, migrants and victims
of war. Bring them safely to the
place where they long to be and
help us always to show your
kindness to strangers and to all in
need. Amen.

INFORMATION
ADVENT SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION
TUESDAY 14 DECEMBER AT 7.30 PM
Prepare for the season of Christmas by
joining us for the reconciliation service.
After a short liturgy of prayer, readings
and preparation and there is the
opportunity for a personal act of
confession with Fr. Jerry and Fr. Bennie.
Please register to attend by emailing
Suzanne on
secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE (THREE GREAT PRIZES)
Tickets for the Christmas raffle are on sale
after all Masses at a £1 a ticket. The raffle
will be drawn at the Carols on 19 December.

The Advent Giving Tree
Yippee! It’s the First Sunday in Advent
and the Giving tree is here. We are
launching our new style tree and as you
leave Mass you will be offered a flyer
listing the items we are collecting this
year. All that is collected will be shared
between SMART in Bedford and NOAH
in Luton who do so much work in our
area with the homeless, rootless and
lost.
The items we are seeking are the same
as ever: toothpaste and toothbrushes,
deodorant, shaving foam and gel,
disposable razors, shampoo and shower
gel. We would also like men’s pants and
ladies’ knickers, along with socks, hats
and gloves. And small bars of chocolate.
Flyers with the list are available at the
back of church.

Christmas Masses at
Sacred Heart
24 December
5.00 pm
9.00 pm
11.00 pm
25 December
9.00 am
11.00 am
26 December
9.00 am
11.00 am

Christmas Eve
Masses
Mass for Families
Midnight Mass
Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
Masses
Mass of Christmas
Mass of Christmas
Feast of the Holy
Family
Sunday Mass
Sunday Mass

Please note that you need to register for
all Christmas Masses by emailing
Suzanne on
secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk or
calling on 07919263147
The Family Mass is almost full.

The sacrament of reconciliation is
completed in seven steps:
1. Preparation – private preparation at
home. A person should examine
their conscience and think of any
sins they may have committed.
Asking questions helps.
2. Welcome of the priest – the priest
welcomes the person with the sign of
the cross. The person should tell the
priest a little bit about themselves,
for example are you married or
single, when was the last time you
confessed etc.
3. Confession of sins – the confessions
should be as complete and honest
as possible. Take responsibilities for
your sins. Sometimes, the priest may
ask questions to prompt the person.
4. Advice of the priest – the priest will
offer some advice to help you in
starting a new life
5. Prayer of the penitent – the priest will
invite you to pray an act of contrition,
you can learn a prayer, or make one
up. It should be a prayer of sorrow
6. Prayer of absolution – priest puts his
hand over your head and prays the
prayer of absolution, making the sign
of the cross. The last part is, I
absolve you from your sins in the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
7. Dismissal – the priest dismisses the
person. They should say Thanks be
to God.

Lessons and Carols Service
Sunday 19 December at 3.00 pm
Followed by Refreshments.
There will be Christingle bags for
the children.
All Welcome
Please contact Suzanne to book
a place.
MOTHERS’ PRAYERS
Mothers’ Prayers will round off
the year with our Christmas
meeting after 10.00 am Mass
on Friday 17 December.
Coffee and mince pies
will be followed by a time of
prayer for our families.
Dig out those Christmas jumpers for
some Christmas spirit.
Please ring Sue Barley 01525 634186
for information.

CONFESSION
Confessions are available before
Mass on Friday and Saturday and
on request.
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
with Fr. Jerry on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 6.00 pm to 7.30 pm
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula
Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.
co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit.
HOSPITAL CONTACTS
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or deaconjimhannigan@
northamptondiocese.org
ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know
needs help at this time, please
talk to us by ringing 07770
499239. We are here to help.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
Jerry to say a Mass. There are
special envelopes in the foyer that
you can fill in and leave in the
sacristy. She has Mass cards at
home.

SEWING GROUP
The sewing group will meet
on 10 January from 2.00 pm till
4.00 pm. For details, phone Hilary
Brennan on 01525 717 919
CHARISMATIC GROUP
Our next meeting on,
Wednesday 15 December,
will be a social event for
Christmas. Contact Debbie Lewis
07944792776 for
location and timing information.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday midday
Newsletter contact: Suzanne Yates 01525 840
661 / 07919 263 147, smyates47@gmail.com

