2
January
5 July
20202022

Bulletin

Second
Christmas
Feast of Saint
PeterSunday
and SaintofPaul

Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission.
Follow
us on
Facebook
Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 25 December standing
orders were £760.00.
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton
Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, 07711 953 926, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
Priest in Charge, Father Jerry Manomey priest@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk, 01525 715 109
Secretary, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

PARISH CATECHESIS BY FR. JERRY

MASS TIMES
THIS WEEK
! Tuesday at 9.30 am
! Wednesday at 9.30 am
! Thursday at 9.30 am
and 7.30 pm
! Friday at 10.00 am
! Saturday at 5.00 pm
! Sunday at 9.00 am and
11.00 am

Theme: The Word was made flesh, and lived among us
It may seem the celebration of Christmas is over but our blessed Lord, the Emmanuel, is still
with us in all our human endeavours. The expression ‘The Word became flesh’ is called by the
Church ‘Incarnation’. This is because the Son of God assumed a human nature in order to
accomplish our salvation in it (CCC#461).
On the second Sunday after Christmas, we celebrate our faith in Jesus Christ because he
himself is God, the Word made flesh. He is the image of the invisible God and the radiance of
the glory of God and the very stamp of his nature (CCC#241). We believe and confess that
Jesus of Nazareth, born a Jew of the daughter of Israel at Bethlehem is the eternal Son of God
made man (CCC#432).
The Gospel reading reveals some of the reasons that Jesus Christ was born into the world as
‘the Word made flesh and that lived among us’. The church shares in this revelation, because
she confesses that it is because for us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by
the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary and became man (CCC#456).
Secondly, the Word became flesh for us to save us by reconciling us with God, who loved us
and sent his Son to be the expiation for our sins, thus, to take away our sins (CCC#457). In an
imperfect world, we need a perfect person in Jesus Christ to assure us of his unconditional love.
Thirdly, the Word became flesh so that we might know the love of God. The church believes
that to make the love of God manifest among us, God sent his only Son into the world, so that
we might live through him (CCC#458). The promise of a good life is assured when we believe in
Jesus Christ born for us at Christmas.
Fourthly, the Word became flesh to be our model of holiness and righteousness
(CCC#459). The way of life for Jesus Christ has influenced many people in the world, especially
human rights activists. In one of the quotes of Mahatma Gandhi, he said ‘I like your Christ, but
not your Christianity’. Indeed, Jesus said, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one
comes to the Father but by me’ (John 14:6). The opportunity to celebrate offers Jesus Christ to
persons who desire truth and a fulfilled life.
May the celebration of Christmas bring us peace and reconciliation among humanity.

Masses will be offered this week for …
1 January

5.00 pm

David Linda, Recently Deceased, RIP

2 January

9.00 am

David Linda, Recently Deceased, RIP

2 January 11.00 am

Olwyn Violet Crow, Recently Deceased, RIP

4 January

9.30 am

Intentions of Julie and Her Family

5 January

9.30 am

David Linda, Recently Deceased, RIP

6 January

9.30 am

Intentions of Rita and Her Family

6 January

7.30 pm

For all in our Parish Who are Housebound

7 January 10.00 am

For all in our Parish Who are Poorly

You do not need to
register for weekday
Masses, but you should
do so for Saturday
evening and Sunday
Masses. Contact
Suzanne at
secretary@sacredheartflit
wick.co.uk or 07919 263
147 before 5.30 pm only.

CONFESSION
Confession is available
before Mass on Friday
and Saturday and on
request.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday
midday Contact: Suzanne Yates 01525
840 661 / 07919 263 147,
smyates47@gmail.com

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR
JANUARY
PEACE IN OUR WORLD
O Almighty God, the Father of all
humanity, turn, we pray, the hearts of all
peoples and their rulers, that by the
power of your Holy Spirit peace may be
established among the nations on the
foundation of justice, righteousness and
truth; through him who was lifted up on
the cross to draw all people to himself,
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing Your Home
There is an ancient tradition of blessing
Christian homes at
Epiphany, 6 January,
asking God’s blessing
on all who live in the
home in the coming
year. We mark above
the door in chalk
‘20+C+M+B+22’. This includes the year
(2022) and the initials of the names
given to the three wise people who
brought gifts to Jesus in his first home: C
for Caspar, M for Melchior, B for
Balthasar. If you cannot write above your
door, you might display this sheet
somewhere in your home.
The three initials, C-M-B, also stand for
the three words of a Latin prayer.
Christus Mansionem Benedicat
May Christ bless this home
Attached to the email is a sheet with all
the prayers to bless your home for 2022.
The Feast of the Epiphany is on
Thursday 6 January. It is a Holy Day of
Obligation and Fr. Jerry will say Mass at
9.30 am and at 7.30 pm. No need to
book, just come and sign in.

Book Club
In 2021 we continued to meet by Zoom
and will do so to start 2022.
Our next meeting will be on
Thursday, 27 January 2022
at 8.00 pm on the church’s
Zoom.
The next book to read will
be Jesus Christ, His Life in Mine: The
Story of Jesus and How It Applies to Us
in the Twitter Era by R. Christian Bohlen.
This is a delightfully simple, fresh
approach to the life and teachings of
Jesus Christ. Watch it all happen on this
historically accurate guided tour through
Jesus’s life, from birth to resurrection.
With love, hope, and even humour, come
to know him as a real person. Watch as
he dramatically unveils himself as the
God of all creation and the Saviour of the
world. Find insights and solutions for
even your toughest, modern problems.
The non-judgemental tone, evidenceoriented approach to building faith, and
short chapters make this the ideal book
about Christ for today’s insanely busy,
sometimes sceptical readers.

Wishing you all the best

for a Happy and Healthy
2022

Feast of the Holy Name of
Jesus
3 January
In a world of fiercely
guarded corporate names
and logos, it should be
easy to understand this
feast. The letters IHS are
an abbreviation of Iesous,
the Greek name for Jesus.
The Feast of the Holy Name (traditionally
celebrated as the Feast of the
Circumcision) is a major feast of the
Church. It reflects the significance of the
Holy Name, Jesus. The name Jesus is
from the Hebrew Joshua or Yehoshuah
meaning ‘Yahweh is salvation’ or
‘Yahweh will save’.
St Paul might claim credit for promoting
devotion to the Holy Name because Paul
wrote in Philippians that God the Father
gave Christ Jesus ‘that name that is
above every name’ (see 2:9). This
devotion became popular however,
because of twelfth-century Cistercian
monks and nuns but especially through
the preaching of St Bernardino of Siena,
a fifteenth-century Franciscan.
Bernardino used devotion to the Holy
Name of Jesus as a way of overcoming
bitter and often bloody class struggles
and family rivalries or vendettas in Italian
city states. The devotion grew, partly
because of Franciscan and Dominican
preachers. It spread even more widely
after the Jesuits began promoting it, in
the sixteenth century.
In 1530, Pope Clement V approved an
Office of the Holy Name for the
Franciscans. In 1721, Pope Innocent XIII
extended this feast to the entire Church.
This feast invites us to a continual
remembrance and veneration of the Holy
Name, in order that God might plant in
us, and in every heart, the love of him
who is the Saviour of the world, our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Adapted from http://www.ucatholic.com

Readers’ Meeting
8 January at 10.00 am
Fr. Jerry is holding a short
meeting for all readers and
anyone who would like to
be a reader at Mass on
Saturday 8 January at
10.00 am till 11.30 am.
Please let Suzanne know
if you would like to attend
so we can make sure we have enough
cake. Contact me on
secretary@acredheartflitwick.co.uk

INFORMATION
CONFESSION
Confessions are available before
Mass on Friday and Saturday and
on request.
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
with Fr. Jerry on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 6.00 pm to 7.30 pm
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula
Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.
co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit.
HOSPITAL CONTACTS
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or deaconjimhannigan@
northamptondiocese.org
ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know
needs help at this time, please
talk to us by ringing 07770
499239. We are here to help.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
Jerry to say a Mass. There are
special envelopes in the foyer that
you can fill in and leave in the
sacristy. She has Mass cards at
home.

SEWING GROUP
The sewing group will meet
on 10 January from 2.00 pm till 4.00
pm. For details, phone Hilary Brennan
on 01525 717 919

CHARISMATIC GROUP
Our next meeting is on
Wednesday 19 January.
Contact Debbie Lewis 07944792776
for information.

MOTHERS’ PRAYERS
Our next meet in the Canon
Denis room is on Friday 7 January
after 10.00 am Mass. Ring Sue Barley
on 01525 634186 for information.

