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PARISH CATECHESIS BY FR. JERRY

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 19 December standing
orders were £760.00 and
collection was £336.40
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

MASS TIMES

THIS WEEK
! There is NO Mass on
The Church is nothing other than ‘the family of God’. Christ chose to be born and grow up in
Tuesday
the bosom of the Holy family of Joseph and Mary (CCC#1655). The Holy Family of Joseph, ! Wednesday at 9.30 am
Mary, and Jesus offers to all Christian families two important characters who are key to their ! Thursday at 9.30 am
sustenance; these are obedience to God and love of God. The Gospel passage illustrates
! Friday at 10.00 am
how Joseph, Mary, and Jesus cultivated these qualities in their family.
! There will be an extra
Mass on Saturday 1
Joseph and Mary were obedient to the Jewish law, by going every year on a long journey by
January at 10.00 am for
foot from Nazareth to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. According to the ordinances
the Feast of Mary, Mother
given by God to his people, the Jews were to observe Passover each year. In obedience to
of God
this command, the Holy Family participated in this feast. As part of his religious life, Jesus
! Saturday at 5.00 pm
was also obedient to the law of God. He was obedient to his parents and he increased in
wisdom and in stature, and in favour with God and man (CCC#531). Jesus’ obedience to his ! Sunday at 9.00 am and
11.00 am
mother and legal father fulfils the fourth commandment perfectly. The Church teaches that
the obedience of Christ in the daily routine of hidden life, was already inaugurating his work
You do not need to register
of restoring what the disobedience of Adam had destroyed (CCC#532).
for weekday Masses, but you
The Holy Family was also a place where there was a deep love of God. This love is the
should do so for Saturday
basis of the authority of Joseph and Mary. The genuine love grows in a family where hearts evening and Sunday Masses.
are open to the wisdom of the Holy Scripture. The love of Mary and Joseph is the basis of
Contact Suzanne at
the moral education and the spiritual formation of Jesus Christ. It is the love of Joseph and
secretary@sacredheartflitwick
Mary that encouraged Jesus to grow in wisdom, in stature, and in the favour with God and
.co.uk or 07919 263 147.
men.
Theme: He went down with them and lived under their authority

Therefore, as we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family, we recall our own families’
members and the various role each of them played in our physical growth and spiritual
formation. The Church encourages children to respond to the Love and care they have
received from parents by supporting them in their old age. They must give them material
and moral support in old age and in times of illness, loneliness or distress. Jesus recalls this
duty of gratitude (CCC#2218).
Let us reflect on the love and obedience shown by the Holy Family and strive to follow their
example. Even if we do not always understand, we can ask God for the grace to love him
and be obedient to him.

CONFESSION
Confession is available before
Mass on Friday and Saturday
and on request.
Newsletter copy deadline – Thursday
midday Contact: Suzanne Yates 01525 840
661 / 07919 263 147,
smyates47@gmail.com

Masses will be offered this week for …
24 December

5.00 pm Children of the Parish

26 December

24 December

9.00 pm Young People of the Parish

28 December

9.30 am

NO MASS

29 December

9.30 am

George Ormai, Anniversary, RIP

30 December

9.30 am

Intentions of Jane and John

31 December

10.00 am

Deceased of O’Keefe Family, RIP

10.00 am

Intentions of Tricia and Family

24 December 11.00 pm
25 December

Private Intentions

9.00 am Families of the Parish

25 December 11.00 am People of the Parish
26 December

9.00 am Deceased of the Parish

1 January

11.00 am James Bunker & the Deceased of the Masucci Family, RIP

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
(THREE GREAT PRIZES)
The lucky winners were
1st. John and Marion
Colleran
2nd. Paula Bates
3rd. John Flanagan.
Congratulations to the winners
and thank you to all who
bought tickets we raised
£334.00

FEAST OF JOHN THE APOSTLE
27 DECEMBER
St John the Evangelist, who is styled in
the Gospel as ‘the
beloved disciple’, was a
Galilean, son of Zebedee
and Salome and brother
to St James the Greater,
both of whom were
fishermen. The two were
called by Jesus to be
disciples as they were
mending their nets by the
Sea of Galilee.
Jesus showed St John particular
instances of kindness and affection
above all the rest. He was present with
Peter and James at the Transfiguration
of Christ, and witnessed his agony in the
garden. Jesus confided the care of his
holy Mother as he hung dying on the
Cross to St John.
St John remained for a long time in
Jerusalem, but his later years were spent
at Ephesus, where he founded many
churches. St John wrote his Gospel
about sixty-three years after the
Ascension of Christ, three Epistles, and
the wonderful and mysterious Book of
the Apocalypse or Revelation. He was
brought to Rome and according to
tradition, was cast into a cauldron of
boiling oil by order of Emperor Domitian.
Like the three children in the fiery
furnace of Babylon, he was miraculously
preserved unhurt. He was later exiled to
the Island of Patmos, where he wrote the
Apocalypse, but afterwards returned to
Ephesus.
In his extreme old age he continued to
visit the churches of Asia. St Jerome
relates that when age and weakness
grew upon him so that he was no longer
able to preach to the people, he would
be carried to the assembly of the faithful
by his disciples, with great difficulty.
Every time he said to his flock only these
words: ‘My dear children, love one
another.’
St John died in peace at Ephesus about
100 AD, he was about ninety-four years
old, according to St Epiphanus.
Adapted from http://www.catholicculture.org

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR
DECEMBER
MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES
Lord God, no one is a stranger to you and
no one is ever far from your loving care. In
your kindness, watch over refugees,
migrants and victims of war. Bring them
safely to the place where they long to be
and help us always to show your kindness
to strangers and to all in need. Amen.

FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS
28 DECEMBER
This is also called Childermas, or
Innocents’ Day, a feast day
commemorating the
massacre of the children
by King Herod in his
attempt to kill the infant
Jesus. These children
were regarded by the
early Church as the first
martyrs, but it is
uncertain when the day
was first kept as a saint’s day. At first it
may have been celebrated with
Epiphany, but by the fifth century it was
kept as a separate festival. In Rome it
was a day of fasting and mourning.
In medieval England the children were
reminded of the mournfulness of the day
by being whipped in bed in the morning,
a custom surviving to the seventeenth
century. The day is still observed as a
feast day, and in Roman Catholic
countries as a day of merrymaking for
children.
Adapted from http://www.britannica.com

Book Club
In 2021 we continued to meet by Zoom and
will do so to start 2022.
Our next meeting will be on
Thursday, 27 January 2022
at 8.00 pm on the church’s
Zoom.
The next book to read will
be Jesus Christ, His Life in Mine: The Story of
Jesus and How It Applies to Us in the Twitter
Era by R. Christian Bohlen.
This is a delightfully simple, fresh approach
to the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.
Watch it all happen on this historically
accurate guided tour through Jesus’s life,
from birth to resurrection. With love, hope,
and even humour, come to know him as a
real person. Watch as he dramatically unveils
himself as the God of all creation and the
Saviour of the world. Find insights and
solutions for even your toughest, modern
problems. The non-judgemental tone,
evidence-oriented approach to building
faith, and short chapters make this the ideal
book about Christ for today’s insanely busy,
sometimes sceptical readers.

INFORMATION
CONFESSION
Confessions are available before
Mass on Friday and Saturday and
on request.
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
with Fr. Jerry on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 6.00 pm to 7.30 pm
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula
Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.
co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit.
HOSPITAL CONTACTS
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or deaconjimhannigan@
northamptondiocese.org
ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know
needs help at this time, please
talk to us by ringing 07770
499239. We are here to help.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
Jerry to say a Mass. There are
special envelopes in the foyer that
you can fill in and leave in the
sacristy. She has Mass cards at
home.

SEWING GROUP
The sewing group will meet
on 10 January from 2.00 pm till 4.00
pm. For details, phone Hilary Brennan
on 01525 717 919

CHARISMATIC GROUP
Our next meeting is on
Wednesday 19 January.
Contact Debbie Lewis 07944792776
for information.

MOTHERS’ PRAYERS
Our next meet in the Canon
Denis room is on Friday 7 January
after 10.00 am Mass. Ring Sue Barley
on 01525 634186 for information.

