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Catholic Parish of The Sacred Heart – Our Mission
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will be a parish renewed in
our knowledge and understanding of the love of Jesus Christ, to
enable each of us to fulfil our Christian mission.
Follow
us on
Facebook
Roman Catholic Diocese of Northampton
Pope Close, Flitwick, MK45 1JP
Contact: 01525 715 109, www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
parish.sacredheartflitwick@northamptondiocese.org
Priest in Charge, Father Jerry Manomey priest@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk, 01525 715 109
Secretary, Suzanne Yates secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

PARISH CATECHESIS BY FR. JERRY

MASS TIMES

Theme: You are my Son, the Beloved, my favour rests on you.
Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of God, and Saviour of
the world. Who is Jesus Christ to the World? The answer to this question can be found in
the voice at Baptism, ‘You are my Son, the beloved, my favour rests on you.’
Today we celebrate how God was manifested in Jesus through baptism, his Love for the
world. Jesus’ public life begins with his baptism by John in the Jordan (CCC#535). When
Jesus appeared, the Baptist hesitated but Jesus insisted and received baptism. Jesus
came to John and received baptism at his hands. He who is present everywhere and is
absent nowhere, incomprehensive to the angels and withdrawn from the gaze of man, has
come to baptism. This was his good pleasure … and a voice was heard saying: You are
my Son, the beloved, my favour rest on you. ‘This is the manifestation (Epiphany) of Jesus
as Messiah of Israel and Son of God (CCC#535). The baptism by John reveals Jesus’
messianic consecration and his divine mission. Even his name, Christ, implies ‘he who
anointed,’ ‘he who was anointed’ and the very anointing with which he was anointed. God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, that he might be revealed
to Israel as its Messiah. His works and words will manifest him as ‘the Holy One of God’
(CCC#438).
At Epiphany, we witness Christ’s presentation to the world. The mission of God, the
Father, was about Jesus Christ. The Father of immortality sent his immortal Son into the
world. He was sent to women and men to wash them with water and the Spirit.
We share intimately in the baptism of Jesus Christ. We identify ourselves with the identity
of Jesus. At his baptism, Jesus Christ was permanently changed by the water of River
Jordan and the power of the Holy Spirit. It is only our baptism certificates that say WHO
WE ARE, but other academic certificates say WHAT WE HAVE!
Let us pray and bless God with a pure soul as we commit ourselves once again to building
up the Kingdom of God by renewing the commitment we made at our baptism.

Masses will be offered this week for …
8 January

5.00 pm

David Linda, Recently Deceased, RIP

9 January

9.00 am

David Linda, Recently Deceased, RIP

9 January 11.00 am

Arthur Brooker, RIP

11 January

9.30 am

NO MASS

12 January

9.30 am

NO MASS

13 January

9.30 am

NO MASS

14 January 10.00 am

NO MASS

Thank you for your
contribution to the parish.
For 2 January standing
orders were £760.00 and
the collection was £229.50.
With thanks, Finance
Committee.

THIS WEEK
! THERE WILL BE NO
WEEKDAY MASSES THIS
WEEK
! Saturday at 5.00 pm
! Sunday at 9.00 am and
11.00 am
You need to register for
Saturday evening and
Sunday Masses. Contact
Suzanne at
secretary@sacredheartflitwic
k.co.uk or 07919 263 147
before 5.30 pm only.

CONFESSION
Confession is available
before Mass on Saturday and
on request.

Newsletter copy deadline
Thursday midday
Contact: Suzanne Yates
01525 840 661 / 07919 263 147
before 5.30 pm,
smyates47@gmail.com

CIRCLE OF PRAYER FOR
JANUARY
PEACE IN OUR WORLD
O Almighty God, the Father of all humanity,
turn, we pray, the hearts of all peoples and
their rulers, that by the power of your Holy
Spirit peace may be established among the
nations on the foundation of justice,
righteousness and truth; through him who
was lifted up on the cross to draw all people
to himself, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Dear Parishioners,
Words of Gratitude
My first Christmas celebration in Sacred
Heart Parish, Flitwick will forever remain
as one of deep memories and Joy
because I felt at home like Bethlehem,
the home of the First Christmas. I wish to
thank all of you for your cards, some
included money in them. I want to thank
the parish as family for their Special
Christmas offering as well.
I want to thank the technology expert –
Tony, musicians, the readers; Paul and
the altar servers, Eucharistic Ministers,
sacristans and especially our hardworking parish secretary, Suzanne, for
making this Christmas a very Joyful
one.
May the Holy Spirit continue to inspire us
to build and grow in the love of God.
Fr. Jerry

Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity
18 to 25 January
Churches Together Ampthill and Flitwick
will hold a service by Zoom on

Sunday 23 January at 7.30 pm
The story of the Magi visiting the Holy
Family in Bethlehem is one very familiar
to us. The Magi have sometimes been
seen as a symbol of the world’s diversity
– different religions and cultures – that
comes to pay homage to the Christ-child.
The story might therefore represent the
unity of all created that God desires. The
Magi travel from far-off countries, and
represent diverse cultures, yet they are
driven by the same hunger to see and
know the new-born king and are
gathered into the little house in
Bethlehem in the simple act of giving
homage. In this we can find a metaphor
for Christian unity: that is, of different
Christian peoples drawn together in their
common search to recognise Christ, to
know him and to worship him and
witnessing to wider need for unity and to
overcome injustice.

Will you Help, Please?
We have a number of young people who
want to prepare for Confirmation. We
have some wonderful catechists to help
them prepare but we would like some
more to make the task easier for
everyone.
We have a meeting next Saturday 15
January at 10.30 am with Fr. Jerry to
discuss the programme. We have a book
for the young people to use and plenty of
information for the catechists.
Will you help, please? Contact Suzanne
if you can. secretary@sacredheartflitwick.co.uk

Retiring Collection for
Women’s Aid Luton
16 January 2022

Our first retiring collection for 2022 is for
Women’s Aid in Luton. This is a
voluntary organisation supporting women
and children who fall victim to domestic
abuse. They offer support and guidance
to women’s and children from all
backgrounds and circumstances.
This may be through their helpline or
even through one of our drop-in support
groups.
Please give generously to this worthy
cause.

Feast of St Aelred
12 January
Aelred was born in Hexham in around 1109.
His family was well connected and at an early
age he was sent into the service of King David
of Scotland. There he rose
to the position of Master of the
Royal Household. In time he
became attracted to the
religious life, but he was also
much attached to the life he
lived at court and to King
David himself. It took a
considerable personal struggle
for him at the age of 24 to give
up his secular pursuits and to
enter the newly founded
Cistercian monastery of Rievaulx in Yorkshire
in 1133. At 34 he moved from there and took
charge of a new foundation in Lincolnshire.
But within four years he had returned to
Rievaulx as Abbot where he remained for the
rest of his life. He died in 1167.
Aelred is remembered both for his energy and
for his gentleness. His writings and his
sermons were characterised by a deep love of
the Scriptures and by a very personal love of
Christ ‘as friend and Saviour’. He was sensitive
and understanding in his dealings with his
fellow monks and under his direction the
monastery at Rievaulx grew to an
extraordinary size. He did not enjoy robust
health and the last ten years of his life were
marked by a long and painful illness. His
position as Abbot required him to travel on
visitation to monasteries not only in England
and Scotland but even in France, and the
physical suffering and exhaustion which this
incurred seems to have been considerable. A
contemporary account of the last year of his
life describes him as being left helpless on his
bed unable to speak or move for an hour after
celebrating his morning Mass.
Aelred was a singularly attractive figure, a man
of great spiritual power but also of warm
friendliness and humanity. He has been called
the St Bernard of the North.
Adapted from Universalis

INFORMATION
CONFESSION
Confessions are available before
Mass on Friday and Saturday and
on request.
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
with Fr. Jerry on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 6.00 pm to 7.30 pm
PRAYER LINE
Please ring for intercessory prayer
on 01525 634 186. We have some
wonderful answers to prayers. Be
assured of full confidentiality.
SAFEGUARDING
For information contact Paula
Bates
safeguarding@sacredheartflitwick.
co.uk
CHURCH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
http://www.sacredheartflitwick.co.uk
IN HOSPITAL OR HOUSEBOUND?
Please let us know of anyone who
needs a visit.
HOSPITAL CONTACTS
Bedford Hospital – Deacon Tony
Quinlan on 01234 950 453 or
tonyquinlan15@gmail.com
Luton and Dunstable Hospital –
Deacon Jim Hannigan on 07756
685 220 or deaconjimhannigan@
northamptondiocese.org
ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Members provide help, support
and friendship to anyone in need.
If you or someone you know
needs help at this time, please
talk to us by ringing 07770
499239. We are here to help.
MASS INTENTIONS
For Mass Intentions, call or email
Suzanne who will arrange for Fr.
Jerry to say a Mass. There are
special envelopes in the foyer that
you can fill in and leave in the
sacristy. She has Mass cards at
home.

SEWING GROUP
The sewing group will meet
on 10 January from 2.00 pm till 4.00
pm. For details, phone Hilary Brennan
on 01525 717 919

CHARISMATIC GROUP
Our next meeting is on
Wednesday 19 January.
Contact Debbie Lewis 07944792776
for information.

MOTHERS’ PRAYERS
Our next meet in the Canon
Denis room is on Friday 21 January
after 10.00 am Mass. Ring Sue Barley
on 01525 634186 for information.

