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Parish of The Sacred Heart, Flitwick 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council 
Thursday, 11 November 2021 

PRESENT 
Paula Bates Eamonn Diver 
Mick Fagan John Flanagan  
John Fletcher Peter Leatherland  
Fr. Jerry Manomey Deacon Philip Pugh 
Roger Wilshaw – Chair Suzanne Yates 

 
APOLOGIES 

Sue Barley Helen Burgess 
John McNeil Diana Page 

 
Agenda 

Item Discussion/Decision Action 
1  Opening prayer said by Fr. Jerry 

Fr. Jerry reflected on the first reading for the feast of St Martin 
de Tours 

 

2  Apologies – as above  
3  Deacon Philip offered his resignation from the active 

deaconate. 
 

4  Discussion that s representative of church groups such as 
Mothers’ prayers and the catechists need to be formally 
invited to have a member on the PPC 

• RW to invite 

5  Minutes of June meeting to go on website • SY to add to 
website 

6  Matters Arising 
Bereavement Mass discussed is to be held on 26 
November 
Defibrillator – these are very expensive to have for the 
time we are at the church. We will look for the local 
ones and have the information with First Aid kit 
Pastoral Conversation of the Parish Community 
published by Catholic Truth Society given to all in 
attendance 

 
 
 

• All PPC to let 
SY know where 
there is one 

7  Focus Area 
 
Rethink; Re-emerge; Renew 
Roger has updated this and hopefully he will address all 
Masses about it and it will be sent to all parishioners and it 
includes an online questionnaire 
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Agenda 
Item Discussion/Decision Action 

Synodal Church 
Fr. Jerry discussed this.  
We need some volunteers to talk to parishioners what the 
church means to them 
We need to have a way for parishioners to say what they feel 
and need 
Information about the Synod is on the diocesan website. We 
should find the areas we want to focus on over the next few 
years 
We need listeners 
It needs to be introduced to the parish 
What is it all about? 

1. Communion 
2. Participation 
3. Mission 

 
Discussion on how this seems to be very similar to what we 
have already been doing with Rethink; Re-emerge; Renew 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• SY to look in to 

it 

 
 
• RW to modify 

RRR to include 
Synodal Church 

8  Standing Items 
(i) Health and Safety – JFle                                             
(ii) Safeguarding – PB                                             

Nothing to report for meeting. PB has 2 new DBS 
applications ongoing. The Diocese continues to have 
regular Zoom/Teams meetings with a variety of 
speakers. 
 

(iii) Children Liturgy Report – PB                                         
Need to see which Masses have the most families and 
see if we can get helpers for this..  

 
(iv) Catechist Report – DPP                                                         

We are running Confirmation which will start in March 
2022 with the Confirmation Mass being taken by 
Bishop David on the 14 July. The programme will start 
with a retreat being run by Helen at church on 2 
February and sessions starting on the 12 March. 
Unfortunately DP has had to stand down so we need 
to find a new leader.  

(v) Finance – Hugh Davies                                                                        
At the end of the September quarter our balances 
were: 
Current account £3,780 
200 Club account £5,219 
Contingency account at Diocese £89019 
While these are reasonably good numbers our income 
has reduced since the advent of COVID. Our weekly 
standing order income has dropped from £800 a week 
to £700. In Jan – Mar 2021 our offertory income was 
an average of £225 a week. In Apr to Jun this was 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• SY to check 
Masses 

 
 
• SY to advertise 

in bulletin for 
helpers re 
confirmation 

• PB to check 
who have been 
catechists 
before 
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Agenda 
Item Discussion/Decision Action 

£148 and in Jul to Sept £166. Pre covid our average 
was about £350 a week.  
This is obviously related to the lower numbers coming 
to mass but also to the fact that people have been 
asked to put money into buckets at the exits. We are 
now allowed to collect by baskets during the offertory 
and we propose to re-introduce this from the start of 
Advent. We believe this will raise the level of 
collection. Our Mass attendance numbers have also 
been slowly rising and we hope this will continue. 
The Diocesan finances have also ‘taken a hit’ over the 
last 18 months and they plan to increase the levy on 
parishes from next year so our costs will increase. I 
suggest we see how collections go from now to the 
year end and then review our finances. We might 
need to ask people to increase their giving from the 
New Year. 
There is no doubt that we have a generous parish. We 
collected £1,030 for the SVP, £526 for CAFOD and 
£737 was raised for Macmillan. Often people don’t 
realise that the costs of running a church increase in 
the same way as their household costs rise (utilities 
etc.) so don’t increase the level of their giving so 
occasionally need reminding. 

(vi) Property – Hugh Davies 
It is required by our Insurers that we clean the gutters 
annually and also review our Fire Risk Assessments. 
Both of these tasks are under way. 
We have made improvements to the presbytery by 
adding blinds to a number of rooms and improved 
security by adding a side gate. 
We recently had our 5-year fixed wiring tests and all 
the buildings initially failed. All our installations were 
safe although those in the church and house are now 
40 years old and have had no work done on them. 
However periodically the requirements for electrical 
installations are upgraded by the Government and we 
have to comply so upgrading work was done and all 
the installations are now compliant. 
In the last few weeks some of the paving slabs leading 
to the church have become loose so we are getting 
these re-laid as a matter of urgency. Once these have 
been completed, we will undertake a review of all the 
pathways as they too have been in place for 40 years 
and quite a few need attentions. My concern is that 
this will be expensive, but I don’t think we can leave it 
any longer. 
Our autumn prune of the shrubs in the car park will 
take place in a weeks’ time (weather permitting) and 
there will be some work on the trees at the park of 
church carried out in mid-December. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Need new PAC 

rep 
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Agenda 
Item Discussion/Decision Action 

 Neither the timber boarding nor the steelwork in the 
ceiling of the church have been revarnished or 
repainted since the church was built and really should 
have this done at some point but it is not urgent and 
can wait until our finances improve but should be in 
our five-year plan.  
The external bench donated by friends of Ross Penn 
is now in place at the side of church. We just need to 
organise a plaque. 
We have large amount of leaf falls and despite John 
and Carmel adding storage areas I feel we need to get 
a skip and clear out all the containers to tidy up, 
particularly, the front. I will organise this before the 
end of the month but will need some volunteers to 
help. 

 
(vii) Calendar of Events and Social Activities – same as 

October 
(viii) Social Media                                                            

Siobhan Lees is willing to do this  
(ix) CTA&F – HB                                                               

Nothing new to report 
(x) Mothers’ Prayers 

       Mothers’ Prayers continued to meet and pray together 
right through the pandemic by using Zoom.  We met 
fortnightly each Tuesday evening and Our Lord 
honoured our prayers especially that none of our 
children or grandchildren should become gravely ill 
with Covid. We were deeply saddened to lose Ros 
Penn, one of our founder members in June. We are 
committed now to praying for her intentions each time 
we meet. Our 20th anniversary took place in 
September, and we celebrated this wonderful 
milestone at our ‘relaunch’ on 5 November. We are 
now going to meet fortnightly on Fridays after the 
10am Mass in the Fr Denis suite. There will be an 
extra anointing on our prayers as we meet after 
receiving Our Lord in the Eucharist. We give thanks to 
Our Heavenly Father for so many answered prayers 
through the years. 

(xi) Music – PL and Hugh Davies                                                                             
PL to look after 9.00 am Mass.                                     
The Bishops Conference guidelines now allow 
congregational singing but leave the details to 
individual Bishops. Our Bishop, David, prefers the 
parts of the mass to be sung, at Masses where that is 
the norm, but does not feel the time has yet come to 
return to the normal ‘hymn sandwich’ that predates 
Covid. He suggests either a chant or quiet hymn after 
Holy Communion as a first step. 
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Agenda 
Item Discussion/Decision Action 

(xii) SVP –  JFla                                                                                
You should all have received a copy of our annual 
report to the parish published in September. Most of 
you will also have heard our appeal at all the masses 
over the weekend of 19 September. You know what 
we are about. 
The financial outcome of the appeal reflects the very 
great generosity of the parish towards the SVP and 
you will have read our thanks in the bulletin. We are 
now in a good position to meet the needs of those 
whom we help during the coming year. 
We have continued to meet weekly on ZOOM. We 
continue to support those in need through visiting, 
making telephone calls, transporting to a variety of 
venues (church, shops, barbers, doctors, garden 
centres, etc.), taking people out, making meals and 
shopping. We also make a small number of “Knock 
and Drops” – knocking on doors and leaving food for 
the resident. We do not charge for this. 
Main project at the moment is the revived Giving Tree 
which will be launched on the First Sunday of Advent 
in support of the homeless and rootless. Details are 
with Suzanne ready to appear in the bulletin. 

9  Meetings 2022 
§ First meeting will be on 13 January 2022 

SY to send out 
2022 dates 

10  AOB 
• ED wondered if we want more Christmas posters 
• SY to add formation to catechises 
• Discussion on meetings etc and decided to continue 

as before 

 

11  Meeting closed with a prayer led by FJM  

 


